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INTRODUCTION 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

“To  grow  in  the  midst  of  dangers  is  the  fate  of  the  human  race” 

— Rene  Dubois  “Mirage  of  Health” 

1969  was  the  year  in  which  the  National  Health  Service  celebrated 
its  21st  Anniversary  amidst  praise  for  its  technical  achievements,  alarm  at 
its  mounting  costs  and  exasperation  at  the  frustrations  occasioned  by  its 
organisational  structure.  The  Redcliffe  Maud  Report  pointed  the  way  to 
a  more  rational  shaping  of  local  government  boundaries  and  the  Second 
Green  Paper  on  re-organisation  within  the  National  Health  Service  was 
awaited.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  strain  of  not  knowing  where  one  was 
heading  began  to  show  amongst  the  staff  of  the  Department  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  nothing  has  been  said  or  done  to  alleviate  the  genuine 
anxieties  of  all  who  work  in  the  local  authority  health  services.  Clearly 
what  is  needed  nationally  to  prevent  a  staffing  catastrophe  is  a  definitive 
statement  of  intent,  not  liable  to  be  reversed  by  a  change  of  government. 

Meantime  the  popularity  of  this  local  authority’s  services  has  seldom 
been  surpassed,  helped  no  doubt  by  the  fact  that  the  Wigan  County  Borough 
now  appears  to  have  one  of  the  highest  birth  rates  in  Lancashire.  The 
number  of  live  births  in  1969  showed  an  increase  of  29%  over  the  figure 
for  1961,  the  birth  rate  having  increased  by  20%.  Between  the  years  1960 
and  1969  primary  attendances  at  well-baby  clinics  increased  by  no  less 
than  44.2%  .  At  the  other  end  of  the  life  cycle  the  increasing  longevity  of 
the  population,  particularly  female,  highlighted  the  shortage  of  geriatric 
and  psychiatric  beds  for  the  aged  which  was  particularly  felt  during  the 
long  winter.  The  situation  was  saved  largely  Ly  the  skilful  use  of  supportive 
community  services.  Particularly  useful  was  the  Day  Care  Unit  at  Sherwood 
Drive  Health  Centre. 

The  commissioning  of  Woodlands  Hall,  which  is  reported  and  described 
in  detail  on  page 8  7  was  a  momentous  occasion  for  the  Department  and  for 
the  people  of  this  town  and  is  the  culmination  of  twenty  years  work  to 
achieve  sufficient  Part  III  hostel  beds  to  justify  the  discontinuance  of  the 
last  forty  very  unsuitable  units  of  accommodation  in  the  Social  Welfare 
Home.  In  1948  the  National  Assistance  Act  promised  a  new  deal  for  the 
aged  and  handicapped,  particularly  for  those  who,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  were  unable  to  care  for  themselves  or  be  cared  for  in  ordinary  domestic 
surroundings.  The  big  problem  of  how  to  get  rid  of  the  desperately  unsatis¬ 
factory  residential  accommodation  in  the  Welfare  Home  with  its  Dickensian 
atmosphere  had  to  be  faced.  It  was  considered  that  six  hostels  of  40  beds 
each  would  he  required,  provided  that  adequate  support  was  given  to 
schemes  for  special  housing  for  the  aged  in  bungalows  and  flatlets  and  for 
the  support  of  the  aged  living  alone  by  providing  the  services  of  home 
helps,  home  nurses,  ‘Meals  on  Wheels’  and  visiting  welfare  officers. 

Six  hostels  were  programmed  to  be  completed  one  each  year  but 
shortage  of  financial  resources,  national  and  local,  caused  many  postpone¬ 
ments.  Douglas  Bank  House  opened  in  1952,  followed  in  1953  by  Norley 
Hall  and  Rockwood.  There  followed  a  break  until  1960  when  Springfield 
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was  opened  and  we  have  waited  ten  years  for  Woodlands  Hall.  Meantime 
the  estimated  number  of  aged  persons  in  the  Borough  has  increased  from 
6,154  or  7.2%  of  the  population  at  the  1931  census  to  10,064  or  12.6% 
of  the  population  in  1968.  Small  wonder  that  our  waiting  list  for  hostel 
accommodation  still  stands  at  around  60  persons.  In  the  fifties  and  sixties 
residents  were  admitted  to  the  hostels  mainly  on  social  grounds  and  were 
reasonably  physically  and  mentally  active.  Latterly  we  have  seen  a  great 
change.  Provision  of  warden-controlled  flatlets  and  other  special  types  of 
housing  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped  has  resulted  in  an  older  and  frailer 
type  of  person  seeking  admission  to  hostels.  Hospital  beds  for  long  stay 
geriatric  and  elderly  psychiatric  cases  are  difficult  to  find  and  we  are  in 
danger  of  the  wheel  turning  full  circle.  In  his  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1947  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  reviewing  the  need  for  residential 
accommodation  for  infirm  persons  commented  that  the  Social  Welfare 
Home,,  which  was  erected  in  1856  for  able-bodied,  old  and  infirm  persons 
had  suffered  a  change  of  user,  observing  that  “for  many  years  chronic  sick 
and  some  hospital  cases  have  been  admitted.” 

The  national  concern  which  followed  the  showing  of  the  film  “Cathy 
Come  Home”  focussed  attention  on  the  plight  of  evicted  families  and  this, 
coupled  with  the  closure  of  the  special  flatlet  accommodation  for  homeless 
families  in  the  Social  Welfare  Home,  prompted  a  review  of  the  Council’s 
services  for  families  facing  the  threat  of  eviction.  Fortunately  machinery 
for  dealing  with  the  problem  was  already  in  being  in  the  shape  of  the  local 
co-ordinating  committee  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  institute  an  early  warn¬ 
ing  system  which  would  bring  help,  support  and  guidance  to  these  families. 
That  the  system  is  working  satisfactorily  is  evident  from  the  report  on 
page  88  indicating  that  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  no  family  dealt 
with  by  the  family  social  workers  has  been  evicted. 

The  Department’s  other  exercise  in  alleviating  problems  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  housing  and  social  environment  was  completed  in  July  when  the 
refurbishing  of  the  last  of  the  Orlit  houses  was  carried  out.  This  successful 
project  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  separate  report  in  the  coming  year. 

In  the  mental  health  section  the  year  was  marked  by  the  retirement 
of  Miss  Julia  Hanson,  who  had  been  supervisor  of  the  junior  centre  since 
its  inception.  The  department  was  delighted  that  her  sterling  service  to  the 
mentally  handicapped  was  recognised  by  the  award  of  the  M.B.E.  The 
work  of  the  centre  continues  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  M.  Lassey.  In 
order  to  make  more  room  and  preserve  the  amenities  for  the  young  children 
attending  the  special  care  section  it  was  necessary  in  October  to  transfer 
the  adult  special  care  unit  to  the  Marsh  Green  Health  Centre.  This  can 
only  be  seen  as  a  temporary  measure  as  the  building  is  not  entirely  suitable 
and  the  isolation  of  staff  and  patients  is  detrimental  to  their  best  interests. 

It  is  essential  that  supportive  field  work  should  commence  as  early 
as  possible  m  the  lives  of  children  who  are  known  to  suffer  handicap  and 
this  is  particularly  so  if  the  child  is  both  physically  and  mentally  afflicted. 
Recognising  this,,  a  senior  mental  welfare  officer  attends  regularly  at  the 
special  paediatric  clinics  where  such  children  are  assessed  and  reviewed, 
i  his  affords  an  opportunity  to  gain  the  co-operation  of  the  parent  in  what 
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is  likely  to  be  a  long  and  close  association  involving  many  sections  of  the 
department,  often  commencing  with  a  period  of  socialisation  in  the  day 
nursery,  where  a  handicapped  child  is  able  to  achieve  social  contact  with 
other  children  which  would  be  otherwise  impossible. 

The  pre-symptomatic  diagnosis  of  illness  will  be  a  growing  point  in 
our  services  over  the  next  decade.  Its  value  has  been  amply  demonstrated 
in  the  field  of  tuberculosis,  where  the  combination  of  mass  miniature  X-ray 
diagnosis,  contact  tracing  and  preventive  inoculations  has  largely  been 
responsible  for  the  low  incidence  of  notifications  and  deaths  reported  in 
recent  years. 

We  turn  now  to  intensifying  our  efforts  in  two  other  directions.  This 
year  we  commenced  participation  in  an  experiment  to  diagnose  the  presence 
of  several  metabolic  diseases  of  infancy,  using  the  Scriver  test  as  a  logical 
extension  of  the  Phenistix  test  which  we  have  carried  out  for  several  years 
but  which  suffers  from  some  fundamental  limitations. 

Cyto-diagnosis,  the  second  important  pre-symptomatic  procedure, 
has  been  pursued  with  vigour  and  whilst  the  numbers  of  women  availing 
themselves  of  this  service  is  gratifying,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that,  as 
yet,  we  are  failing  to  interest  many  of  the  women  in  the  “high  risk”  group — - 
the  women  with  many  children  in  the  lower  social  ratings.  We  plan  how¬ 
ever  to  intensify  our  efforts  in  this  direction. 

The  importance  of  health  education  in  much  of  our  work  cannot  be 
denied.  The  inability  of  successive  governments  to  achieve  fluoridation  of 
the  public  water  supply  puts  an  added  burden  upon  the  preventive  aspects 
of  dentistry  and  here  sound  advice  and  demonstrations  in  schools  are  of 
paramount  importance. 

The  toll  due  to  that  eminently  preventable  disease — cancer  of  the 
lung — still  rises  and  out  of  55  deaths  reported  in  1969  seven  were  women 
and  many  were  in  middle  life  with  resulting  hardship  to  their  families. 
The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
has  commented  forcefully  that  tobacco  smoking  is  the  greatest  single  factor 
producing  disease  in  this  country  today,  yet  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks 
facing  the  health  educators  is  to  persuade  otherwise  sensible  people  to 
give  up  the  habit,  or  better  still,  not  to  start.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
any  adult  living  in  this  town  today  who  is  not  aware  of  the  dangers  yet  how 
to  encourage  them  to  take  heed  or,  more  important,  to  discourage  their 
children  from  taking  up  the  habit,  eludes  us. 

The  prevention  of  infectious  illness  in  childhood  presents  a  better  story. 
Steady,  methodical  pressure  on  mothers  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated 
and  immunised  is  largely  responsible  for  the  virtual  disappearance  of 
diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  whooping  cough  and  the  introduction  of  a 
measles  vaccine  may  well  see  the  end  of  this  troublesome  disease  with  its 
often  serious  complications.  Infective  hepatitis  since  the  commencement  of 
its  notification  in  June  1963  has  been  seen  to  be  more  prevalent  than  was 
anticipated.  It  appears  at  the  present  time  to  be  largely  a  disease  of  children 
of  primary  school  age  and  their  younger  siblings.  In  the  open  community 
the  only  acceptable  method  of  prevention  at  the  present  time  is  the 
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insistence  on  a  high  standard  of  personal  hygiene  in  schools  and  in  the  home. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  reported  in  detail  upon  the 
work  of  the  environmental  section,  a  year  which  was  marred  by  the  untimely 
death  of  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Percy  Strafford, 
who  was  greatly  mourned  by  his  colleagues  and  friends. 

A  very  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  on  slum  clearance  procedure 
and  progress  has  been  made  on  plans  for  the  improvement  of  older  houses 
and  indeed  of  whole  areas  where  nothing  short  of  a  renewal  of  the  physical 
environment  surrounding  the  properties  will  prevent  the  inexorable  pro¬ 
gress  of  urban  decay  so  prevalent  in  many  of  our  northern  towns  and  cities. 

Progress  in  the  field  of  smoke  control  has  been  steady  but  storm  clouds 
are  on  the  horizon.  A  change  in  the  national  policy  on  fuel  production  is 
resulting  in  a  short  fall  of  the  solid  smokeless  fuels  required  to  operate 
certain  of  the  appliances  used  in  earlier  conversions.  It  will  be  a  great  pity 
if  the  work  of  local  authorities  in  this  important  area  of  conservation  is 
frustrated  on  the  very  eve  of  National  Conservation  Year. 

In-service  training  of  staff  continues,  although  the  absence  of  key 
personnel  on  long  courses  causes  heavy  burdens  upon  those  who  remain. 
The  publication  of  the  Todd  Report  on  Medical  Education  stressed  the 
importance  of  local  training  facilities  for  all  medical  staff  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  record  the  substantial  support  given  by  the  Borough  Council  to  the 
Wigan  Medical  Institute  to  enable  building  of  a  post-graduate  teaching 
centre  to  commence.  Medical  man  power  is  in  short  supply  nationally  and 
the  areas  at  a  distance  from  the  medical  schools  will  only  attract  and  hold 
staff  if  they  can  offer  good  experience  and  teaching  facilities.  In  a  minor 
key  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  March  Wigan  acted  as  host  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health  when  a  sessional  meeting  was  held  at  Haigh  Hall. 
A  record  attendance  heard  two  stimulating  papers  on  medical  subjects. 

This  report  reflects  the  work  of  many  in  the  Department  and  I  must 
express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  for  the  high 
standard  of  work  which  they  have  maintained  throughout  the  year.  It  would 
be  invidious  to  single  out  officers  of  other  Corporation  Departments  and 
to  thank  them  for  their  help.  We  work  as  a  team  which  is  what  Local 
Government  is  about.  They  have  made  our  task  lighter  and  we  hope  that 
in  our  turn  we  have  helped  them. 

Finally,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Social 
Services  Cbmmittee,  I  would  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  their 
continued  interest  and  support. 

J.  HAWORTH  HILDITCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

HEALTH  OFFICE, 

MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS. 

LIBRARY  STREET. 

WIGAN. 

July,  1970. 
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GENERAL 


Area  in  acres  .  5,083 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough,  3 1st  December,  1969  £3,298,031 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £12,850 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  on  1st  July,  1969 

(on  which  figure  statistics  in  this  report  are  based)  79,780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  3 1st  December,  1969 

(according  to  the  Rate  books)  27,002 

Number  of  marriages  solemnized  within  the  Borough  during 

1969  752 


The  Borough  of  Wigan  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
River  Douglas.  The  river,  which  is  the  boundary  on  the  north  side,  continues 
its  course  to  the  centre  of  the  town  and  finally  becomes  the  boundary  at  the 
west  side.  The  levels  on  which  the  river  enters  and  leaves  are  respectively 
150  and  69  feet  above  sea  level.  Water  taken  from  the  river  feeds  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  Canal  which  traverses  the  town.  Due  to  the  meagre  drop  in 
level  the  river  water  flows  slowly  and  the  bed  is  self-cleansing  only  during 
the  winter  months.  The  waters  are  badly  polluted  before  they  enter  the 
borough  and  as  a  result  of  this  and  subsequent  pollution  the  river  maintains 
little  or  no  life — plant  or  animal.  The  maximum  elevations  of  the  town  are 
at  the  extreme  north  254  feet  and  at  the  south-west  260  feet.  The  lowest 
level  is  at  the  north-west  boundary  which  is  69  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geologically,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  rests  on  the  lower  coal  measures, 
or  Gannister  beds,  which  are  here  very  superficial.  The  subsoil  is  mainly  clay 
which  in  places  has  a  depth  of  nearly  20  feet;  but  there  is  an  important 
layer  of  sand  covering  a  large  part  of  the  centre  of  the  town  and  extending 
northwards  in  the  direction  of  Standish.  This  sand  is  also  found  in  “pockets” 
in  other  parts  of  the  Borough.  Much  of  the  Western  portion,  beyond  the 
Park  lies  on  a  fairly  extensive  gravel  bed. 

Extensive  mining  operations  over  several  generations  have  brought  about 
subsidence  in  many  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  some  areas  this  has  had  a 
disastrous  effect  on  property  and  is  a  constant  source  of  worry  both  as 
regards  the  conditions  of  old  sewers  and  water  mains  and  planning  sites  for 
new  buildings. 

The  population  is  essentially  an  industrial  one,  the  principal  industries 
being  manufacture  of  heavy  hydraulic  mining  and  container  handling  equip¬ 
ment,  iron  and  steel  working,  and  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  telephone 
equipment,  plastic  hollow  ware  and  paper  board  packing  cases. 
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The  development  of  the  Lamberheacl  Green  trading  estate  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Industrial  Zone  in  Wallgate  have  brought  some  light 
industry  to  the  town  but  more  work  of  this  sort  is  required.  The  Department 
of  Employment  and  Productivity  Remploy  Factory  caters  for  the  disabled 
who  are  able  to  perform  useful  work. 

The  availability  of  female  labour  in  the  town  has  prompted  the  opening 
of  more  factories  for  the  machining  of  garments  and  the  packaging  of  mail 
order  goods.  This  has  had  repercussions  in  the  recruitment  of  labour  for 
the  Home  Help  service. 

The  number  of  elderly  citizens  in  the  community  is  increasing.  Many 
young  married  people,  particularly  in  Social  Classes  III  and  IV,  are  moving 
out  to  less  congested  dormitory  areas  on  the  periphery  of  the  town.  From 
here  many  return  daily  to  seek  their  living  in  Wigan  and  invariably  they 
use  the  facilities  available  in  the  Borough  for  education,  recreation  and 
shopping. 

The  Scholes  redevelopment  scheme  is  now  well  under  way  and  as  the 
flats,  maisonettes  and  houses  are  completed  it  is  remarkable  to  see  the 
enthusiasm  to  return  of  many  who  have  moved  away  from  the  centre  of 
Wigan.  The  movement  is  particularly  noticeable  amongst  the  older  age 
group  who  value  the  ‘community”  atmosphere  and  bustle  associated  with 
the  busy  town  centre. 

The  period  1951-64  during  which  the  population  declined  was  folio wTed 
for  three  years  by  an  annual  increase.  Following  a  modest  decrease  in  1968 
the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  1969  showed  a  further  increase  to  the 
highest  population  figure  since  1960. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1968-69 


Area  (acres 

Population  (Estimated  by  Registrar  General 

Live  Births  :  Male  824  (  T  , 

Females  774  f  T°tal  . 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


Stillbirths  :  Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 


Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  . 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Neo- natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  . 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births) 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  Deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(Area  comparability  factor  1.05) . 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  day  old 

Ditto  1  year  (legitimate)  . 

Ditto  1  year  (illegitimate) 

Excess  of  Registered  Births  over  Deaths 
Deaths  :  Males  564)  —  , 

Females  540(  Total 
Rate  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Area  comparability  factor  1.10) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births 
for  England  and  Wales 


1968 

1969 

5,083 

5,083 

79,410 

79,780 

1,497 

1,598 

18.9 

20.0 

5.1 

6.0 

29 

28 

19 

17 

1,526 

1,626 

29 

31 

19 

19 

19 

19 

26.3 

33 

12 

13 

10.7 

11 

29 

28 

1 

0.7 

— _ 

19.8 

21.0 

1.2 

1.29 

16.9 

16.3 

7 

9 

27 

28 

2 

3 

455 

494 

1,042 

1,104 

13.1 

13.8 

14.4 

15.2 

1.2 

1.28 

11.9 

11.9 

18.0 

18.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  WITH  DEATH  RATES,  1969 


DISEASE  No.  of  Deaths 

Rate 

1. 

Cholera  ....  .....  .  . 

— 

— 

2. 

Typhoid  fever  . 

— 

— 

3. 

Bacillary  dysentery  and  amoebiasis  .  . 

— 

— 

4. 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases  ....  . 

— 

— ■ 

5. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

— 

— 

6. 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects . 

3 

.04 

7. 

Plague  . .  . 

— ■ 

- — 

8. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— . 

9. 

Whooping  cough  . .  .  . 

- — 

— 

10. 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever  . 

— 

■ — 

11. 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

— 

- — 

12. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

-- — 

13. 

Smallpox  . 

- — 

— 

14. 

Measles  . .  . 

— 

— _ 

15. 

Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses  . 

— 

— 

16. 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

17. 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  . 

— 

— 

18. 

All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases . 

— _ 

— 

19. 

Malignant  neoplasm — buccal  cavity  . 

6 

.07 

20. 

,,  ,,  — oesophagus  . 

5 

.06 

21. 

„  „  — stomach  . 

35 

.44 

22. 

„  ,,  — intestine  . 

26 

.32 

23. 

„  „  —larynx  . 

3 

.04 

24. 

„  — hmg,  bronchus  . 

51 

.64 

25. 

„  — breast  . 

15 

.19 

26. 

—uterus  . 

9 

.n 

27. 

„  „  —prostate  . 

6 

.07 

28. 

Leukaemia  .  . 

1 

.01 

29. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  including  neoplasms  of  lym¬ 
phatic  and  haematopoietic  tissue  . 

31 

.39 

30. 

Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of  unspecified  nature  .... 

3 

.04 

31. 

Diabetes  mellitus . -  ....  . 

11 

.14 

32. 

Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional  deficiency . 

• — 

— 

33. 

Other  endocrine,  nutritional  and  metabolic  diseases . 

1 

.01 

34. 

Anaemias  . 

3 

.04 

35. 

Other  diseases  of  blood  and  blood-forming  organs  . 

- — 

— 

36. 

Mental  disorders  . 

4 

.05 

37. 

Meningitis  . 

- — 

.17 

38. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  and  sense  organs . 

14 

39. 

Active  rheumatic  fever  .  . 

— 

- - 

40. 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  . 

20 

.25 

41. 

Hypertensive  disease  . 

27 

.39 

42. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . 

213 

2.67 

43. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . 

74 

.93 

44. 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

189 

2.37 

45. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  . 

38 

.47 

46. 

Influenza  . 

4 

.05 

47. 

Pneumonia  . 

66 

.83 

48. 

Bronchitis,  emphysema  . .  . 

89 

1.11 

49. 

Asthma  . .  . 

2 

.02 

50. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . 

15 

.19 

51. 

Peptic  ulcer . 

8 

.10 

52. 

Appendicitis  .  . 

2 

.02 

53. 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  . 

3 

.04 

54. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  .....  . 

3 

.04 

55. 

Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system . 

9 

.11 

56. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

4 

.05 

57. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ....  . 

4 

.05 

58. 

Other  diseases  of  the  genitourinary  system  . 

2 

.02 

59. 

Abortion  .  ....  . 

— 

— 

60. 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  puerperium 

— 

— 

61. 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue  . 

— 

— 

62. 

Diseases  of  the  musculoskeletal  system  and  connective  tissue 

7 

.09 

63. 

Congenital  anomalies  . 

8 

.10 

64. 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  and  other  anoxic  and  hypoxic 
conditions  . 

6 

.07 

65. 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  . 

9 

.11 

66. 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions . 

22 

.27 

67. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

10 

.12 

68. 

All  other  accidents  . 

31 

.39 

69. 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  . 

4 

.05 

70. 

All  other  external  causes  . 

8 

.10 

1104 

13.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1969 


Cause  of  Death 


Sex 


All 

Ages 


•3J 

c  £ 


.  «-< 
Cfl 

..  O 

''T  +-> 


Age  in  Years 


1- 


5- 


15- 


25- 


35- 


45- 


55- 


65- 


75- 


All  Causes 


M. 

F. 


564 

540 


11 

9 


6 

5 


2 

1 


4 

1 


8 

4 


8 


16 

11 


44 

29 


109 

66 


199 

154 


157 

260 


1  Cholera 


M. 

F. 


2  Typhoid  fever 


M. 

F. 


3  Bacillary  dysentery 
and  amoebiasis 


M. 

F. 


4  Enteritis  and  other 
diarrhoeal 
diseases 


M. 

F. 


5  Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory 
system 


M. 

F. 


6  Other  tuberculosis, 
including  late 
effects 


M. 

F. 


2 

1 


7  Plague 


M. 

F. 


8  Diphtheria 


M. 

F. 


9  Whooping  cough 


M. 

F. 


10  Streptococcal  sore 
throat  and 
scarlet  fever 


M. 

F. 


1 1  Meningococcal 
infection 


M. 

F. 


12  Acute  poliomyelitis 


M. 

F. 


13  Smallpox  ... 


M. 

F. 


14  Measles 


M. 

F. 


15  Typhus  and  other 
rickettsioses  .... 


M. 

F. 


16  Malaria 


M. 

F. 


17  Syphilis  and  its 
sequelae 


M. 

F. 


18  All  other  infective 
and  parasitic 
diseases 


M. 

F. 


19  Malignant 

Neoplasm- 
Buccal  Cavity 


M. 

F. 


5 

1 


2 

1 


19 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1969  —  continued 


aj  c/i 

0)  >-» 

Age  in  Years 

All 

c  £ 

£  T"1 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Ages 

t  2 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  .... 

M. 

564 

11 

6 

2 

4 

8 

8 

16 

44 

109 

199 

157 

F. 

540 

9 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

11 

29 

66 

154 

260 

20  Malignant 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

neoplasm — 
Oesophagus 

F. 

3 

1 

2 

21  Malignant 

M, 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

8 

3 

neoplasm — 
stomach 

F. 

15 

2 

1 

5 

7 

22  Malignant 

M. 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

D 

6 

3 

neoplasm- 

intestine 

F. 

10 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

23  Malignant 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

neoplasm — 
larynx 

F. 

1 

1 

24  Malignant 

M. 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

14 

22 

1 

neoplasm — 
lung,  bronchus 

F. 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

25  Malignant 

M. 

1 

1 

— 

neoplasm — 
breast 

F. 

14 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3 

26  Malignant 

neoplasm — 
uterus  .... 

F. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

2 

27  Malignant 

neoplasm — 
prostate 

M. 

6 

1 

5 

28  Leukaemia 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29  Other  malignant 

neoplasms, 

including 

M. 

17 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

3 

7 

2 

neoplasms  of 
lymphatic  and 
haematopoietic 
tissue 

F. 

14 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

30  Benign  neoplasms 

and  neoplasms  of 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

unspecified 

nature 

F. 

1 

1 

31  Diabetes  mellitus 

M. 

5 

— 

2 

1 

2 

F. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

32  Avitaminoses  and 

M. 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

other  nutritional 
deficiency 

F. 

“ 

33  Other  endocrine, 

nutritional  and 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

metabolic 

diseases 

F. 

1 

~ 

1 

34  Anaemias 

M. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1969  —  continued 


All 

Ages 

l-i  • 

Qj  CO 

•  f 

CO  >-» 

Age  in  Years 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

e  £ 

t— 1 1 

4  w 

to  1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  .... 

M. 

564 

11 

6 

2 

4 

8 

8 

16 

44 

109 

199 

157 

F. 

540 

9 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

11 

29 

66 

154 

260 

35  Other  diseases  of 

blood  and  blood- 

M, 

— 

forming  organs 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36  Mental  disorders 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

37  Meningitis 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

1 

■ 

' 

— 

38  Other  diseases  of 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

nervous  system 

F. 

8 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

and  sense  organs 

39  Active  rheumatic 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

fever  .... 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40  Chronic  rheumatic 

M. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

heart  disease  .... 

F. 

11 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

41  Hypertensive 

M. 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

disease 

F. 

16 

— • 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

- — - 

— — 

2 

4 

10 

42  Ischaemic  heart 

M. 

117 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

9 

29 

49 

26 

disease  etc . 

F. 

96 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

1 

2 

13 

37 

43 

43  Other  forms  of 

M. 

33 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

4 

15 

12 

heart  disease  .... 

F. 

41 

1 

2 

13 

25 

44  Cerebrovascular 

M. 

70 

_ 

_ 

, 

_ __ . 

_ 

1 

2 

4 

11 

20 

32 

disease 

F. 

119 

3 

12 

37 

67 

45  Other  diseases  of 

M. 

16 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

5 

9 

the  circulatory 

F. 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

3 

11 

system 

46  Influenza  .  . 

M. 

3 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

47  Pneumonia 

M. 

33 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

5 

10 

15 

F. 

33 

• — ■ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

17 

48  Bronchitis, 

M. 

60 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

16 

28 

14 

emphysema  .... 

F. 

29 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

12 

12 

49  Asthma 

M. 

1 

. 

__ 

1 

_ 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

50  Other  diseases  of 

M. 

11 

_ 

2 

_ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

3 

5 

1 

the  respiratory 

F. 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

system 

51  Peptic  ulcer 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

52  Appendicitis 

M. 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

53  Intestinal 

M. 

2 

__ 

2 

obstruction  and 

F. 

1 

_ 

_ 

— — 

_ 

1 

hernia  .... 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1969  —  continued 


5  M 

.  u 

C/3 

Age  in  Years 

All 

rX 

c  £ 

£  ^ 

1- 

35- 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Ages 

!—>  ^ 

tj-  3 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes  .... 

M. 

564 

11 

6 

2 

4 

8 

8 

16 

44 

109 

199 

157 

F. 

540 

9 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

11 

29 

66 

154 

260 

54  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

M. 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55  Other  diseases  of 

M. 

3 

1 

— 

2 

the  digestive 
system 

F. 

6 

' 

' 

1 

2 

' 

1 

3 

56  Nephritis  and 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

nephrosis 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

57  Hyperplasia  of 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

4 

prostate 

58  Other  diseases  of 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- - 

the  genito¬ 
urinary  system 

F. 

1 

~ 

1 

59  Abortion 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60  Other  complications 

of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and 

puerperium 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

61  Diseases  of  the 

M. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

- - 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

. - 

skin  and  sub¬ 
cutaneous  tissue 

F. 

~ 

* 

62  Diseases  of  the 

musculo-skeletal 

M. 

3 

— 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

system  and 
connective  tissue 

F. 

4 

2 

1 

1 

63  Congenital 

M. 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

anomalies 

F. 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

64  Birth  injury, 

difficult  labour, 
and  other  anoxic 

M. 

4 

4 

and  hypoxic  .... 
conditions 

F. 

2 

2 

65  Other  causes  of 

M. 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

perinatal 

mortality 

F. 

5 

5 

66  Symptoms  and  ill- 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

defined 

conditions 

F. 

18 

1 

2 

15 

67  Motor  vehicle 

M. 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

2 

accidents 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

> — - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

68  All  other 

M. 

14 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

accidents 

F. 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

14 

69  Suicide  and  self- 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

inflicted  injuries 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

70  All  other  external 

M. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

causes  .... 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

,  — 

— 

1 
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CRUDE  DEATH  RATES  FOR  WIGAN  DURING  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

12.04 

13.91 

12.57 

13.26 

12.48 

13.22 

12.77 

13.78 

13.10 

13.8 

INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS 
(Wigan  Residents  Only) 

The  number  of  inquests  held  during  1969  was  97,,  and  the  following 
verdicts  were  recorded  : — 


Natural  Causes  .  43 

Accidents  : 

Road  .  8 

Fall — Home  .  13 

— Road  .  2 

—Work  .  2 

— Hospital  .  3 

Gas  .  6 

Operation  .  1 

Bums  .  1 

Drowning  .  5 

Fire  .  2 

Driving  on  motorway  construction  .  1 

44 


Suicide  : 

Gas  .  4 

4 

Open  : 


Drowning  .  3 

Poisoning  .  3 

6 


97 


There  was  no  uncertified  death. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Comparative  Rates  per  1,000'  population  for  the  Past  Five  Years 


BRONCHITIS  AND  EMPHYSEMA 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Deaths  . 

83 

74 

82 

103 

89 

Rates  . 

1.07 

0.95 

1.03 

1.30 

1.11 

PNEUMONIA 

Deaths  . 

36 

39 

53 

46 

66 

Rates 

0.46 

0.50 

0.66 

0.58 

0.83 

PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Deaths 

4 

6 

5 

4 

— 

Rates  . 

0.05 

0.08 

0.06 

0.05 

* 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG,  BRONCHUS 

Deaths  . 

46 

29 

45 

41 

51 

Rates 

0.59 

0.37 

0.56 

0.52 

0.64 

OTHER  DISEASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

Deaths 

18 

10 

14 

26 

17 

Rates 

0.23 

0.13 

0.18 

0.33 

0.21 

TOTAL  FROM  ALL  RESPIRATORY  CAUSES 

Deaths 

187 

158 

199 

220 

223 

Rates 

2.40 

2.03 

2.49 

2.7S 

2.79 

CANCER 

Deaths  1896 

-  1969 

1896—1900 

137 

0.44 

1931 — 1935 

538 

1.28 

1901—1905 

179 

0.53 

1936—1940 

586 

1.42 

1906—1910 

223 

0.49 

1941 — 1945 

609 

1.54 

1911 — 1915 

276 

0.61 

1946—1950 

669 

1.59 

1916—1920 

308 

0.72 

1951—1955 

717 

1.72 

1921—1925 

347 

0.76 

1956—1960 

743 

1.82 

1926—1930 

410 

0.93 

1961—1965 

815 

2.08 

1966—1969 

673 

2.16 
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ANALYSIS  OF  LIVE  PREMATURE  BIRTHS  1969 


Premature  live  births 


Born  at  home  or  in  a  nursing  home 


Weight 
at  birth 

Born  in 
hospital 

Nursed  entirely 
at  home  or 
in  a  nursing 
home 

Transferred  to 
hospital  on 
or  before 

28th  day 

Died 

Died 

Died 

_ _ ^ 

Total  Births 

^within  24  hours 
w  of  birth 

^  in  1  and  under 
w  7  days 

q  in  7  and  under 
w  28  days 

^  Total  Births 

^within  24  hours 
w  of  birth 

^  in  1  and  under 
'  7  days 

^  in  7  and  under 

-  28  days 

^  Total  Births 

CO 

Jh 

3 

.ts 

C< 

15  ° 

•  H 
£ 

(10) 

Q  in  1  and  under 

w  7  days 

<u 

"0 

C/3 

I-J 

CCS 

T3  73 
G 

(S  00 
l- c"4 

C 

(12) 

1 

2  lb.  3  oz.  or  less 

6 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Over  2  lb.  3  oz.  up  to 
and  including  3  lb.  4  oz. 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Over  3  lb.  4  oz.  up  to 
and  including  4  lb.  6  oz. 

22 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Over  4  lb.  6  oz.  up  to 
and  including  4  lb.  15  oz. 

9Q 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Over  4  lb.  15  oz.  up  to 
and  including  5  lb.  8  oz. 

49 

1 

— 

1 

9 

— 

1 

— 

6 

TOTAL 

117 

9 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 
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INFANTILE  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  31,  a  rate  of 
19  per  1,000  births,  and  of  children  over  one  year  and  under  five  years  3 
or  .04  per  1,000  of  the  population..  (In  1968  there  were  29  deaths  under 
one  year,  a  rate  of  19.37  per  1,000). 


The  deaths  under  one 

year  occurred  as  follows  : 

Home  : 

Hospitals 

4 

17 

Billinge  Hospital 

6 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary 

1 

Royal  Children’s  Hospital,  Manchester 

3 

Whelley  Hospital 

Of  these,  19  i.e.  58  %  died  during  the  first  week  of  life. 

The  NEO-NATAL  DEATH  RATE  (deaths  per  L000  live  births  on 
or  before  the  28th  day  of  life)  was  13.  The  numbers  were  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

7 

18 

Illegitimate  . 

— - 

2 

2 

11 

9 

20 

The  PERINATAL  RATE  for  the  year  was  28  compared  with  29.49 
in  1968  and  26.78  in  1967. 

The  average  rates  for  the  previous  30  years  were  as  follows  : 

1939i_1948  62.36 

1949 — 1958  50.20 

1959—1968  33.71 

The  STILLBIRTH  RATE  for  the  year  was  17  compared  with  19.00 
in  1968  and  17.77  in  1967. 

The  average  rates  for  the  previous  30  years  were  as  follows  : 

1939 — 1948  39.9 

1949_1958  33.86 

1959—1968  20.82 

Again  prematurity  and  congenital  malformations  figured  prominently 
in  the  causes  of  infant  death.  There  were  no  deaths  among  the  premature 
babies  born  and  nursed  at  home. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  was  no  maternal  death  during  the  year. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1969 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Periods 
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MATERNAL  AND  CHILD  HEALTH 


The  undermentioned  Centres  were  open  on  the  days  and  at  the  times  stated  : 


CENTRE 

GOOSE  GREEN  CLINIC  : 
Methodist  Church 
Sefton  Road 


DAYS  OPEN 

Infant  and  Young:  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Thursday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 


HIGHFIELD  CLINIC  : 
Parish  Hall 
Billinge  Road 

MARSH  GREEN 
HEALTH  CENTRE  : 
Marsh  Green 


PEMBERTON 
HEALTH  CENTRE  : 
Sherwood  Drive 


SCHOLES  CLINIC  : 

St.  Catharine’s  Mission 
Platt  Lane 

SPRINGFIELD  CLINIC  : 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  House 
Woodhouse  Lane 

WIGAN  HEALTH  CENTRE  : 
Millgate 


WORSLEY  MESNES  CLINIC  : 
Dry  den  House 

Wcrsley  Mesnes 


Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Monday  afternoons  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 


Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 

Wednesday  afternoons,  1-30  to  3-30  p.m. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Monday  afternoons  at  2-00  p.m. 

Cytology  Clinic  : 

By  appointment  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
Cytology  Clinic  : 

By  appointment  on  Friday  evenings. 
Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 

Monday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Thursday  afternoons  at  2-00  p.m. 
Toddler  Clinic  : 

Tuesday  morning  9-30  to  11-30. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Friday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 


Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 
Tuesday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 


Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 

Wednesday  afternoons,  1-30  to  4-00  p.m. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Tuesday  afternoons  at  2-00  p.m.  A  Con¬ 
sultant  attends  on  one  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

Post-Natal  Clinic  : 

On  one  Thursday  each  month  at  2-0  p.m. 
Dental  Clinic  :  By  appointment. 

Class  for  Expectant  Mothers  : 

Friday  afternoons  at  2-00  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 

Open  each  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day.  Surgeon  attends  once  monthly. 

Cases  from  Ince,  Hindley,  Standish,  Aspull, 
Ilaigh,  Shevington  and  Platt  Bridge  also 
attend. 

Infant  and  Young  Children’s  Clinic  : 

Tuesday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Wednesday  afternoons,  2-00  to  4-00  p.m. 
fortnightly. 
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CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
ANTE-NATAL  CARE 

General  medical  practitioners  were  booked  to  undertake  the  ante -natal 
care  of  expectant  mothers  in  almost  96  %  of  home  confinements.  The  trend 
towards  the  more  educational  aspect  of  maternal  welfare,  including  the 
instruction  of  mothers  in  personal  and  family  hygiene  and  the  dissemination 
of  information  to  create  the  best  psychological  approach  to  the  actual 
delivery,  continued  during  the  year. 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  weekly  at  the  Central,  Pemberton  and 
Marsh  Green  Health  Centres  and  fortnightly  at  Worsley  Mesnes  Clinic. 
These  sessions  are  now  dealt  with  by  Midwives  only,  in  conjunction  with 
general  practitioner  care.  A  Consultant  Obstetrician  attended  the  Central 
Health  Centre,  Millgate,  for  one  session  a  month. 

Ante-natal  care  at  clinics  included  the  chest  X-ray  of  expectant  mothers 
and  samples  of  blood  were  taken  to  test  the  Rhesus  factor,  the  Wasserman 
reaction  and  haemoglobin  content.  Iron  therapy,  in  the  form  of  Ferrous 
Gluconate  tablets,  and  supplies  of  welfare  foods  and  vitamins  were  made 
available.  Maternity  outfits  were  provided  by  the  midwives  for  domiciliary 
confinements  and  to  patients  discharged  after  48  hours  from  Billinge 
Hospital. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Number  of  Primary 
Cases  attending 
Clinic  during  the 

year  . 

Total  number  of 
attendances 


WIGAN  CENTRE 

PEMBERTON 

MARSH 

GREEN 

WORSLEY 

WEEKLY 

CONSULTANT 

WEEKLY 

WEEKLY 

MESNES 

CLINIC 

CLiNIC 

CLINIC 

CLINIC 

CLINIC 

285 

38 

99 

20 

82 

1,088 

164 

558 

134 

411 

Attendances  were  slightly  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  majority 
of  patients  continue  to  attend  ante-natal  sessions  held  by  general  practitioners 
in  their  own  surgeries.  Midwives  attended  clinics  in  five  group  practice 
surgeries. 

In  January,  1969,  a  weekly  session  for  the  patients  of  one  practice  was 
introduced  at  Pemberton  Health  Centre,  and  was  attended  by  the  doctors 
and  by  the  midwives  mainly  concerned  with  their  patients.  This  clinic  has 
proved  most  successful  and  has  been  well  accepted  by  both  staff  and 
patients.  Some  post-natal  examinations  were  also  carried  out  at  this  clinic. 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

A  Consultant  Obstetrician  held  one  post-natal  session  each  month  and 
nursing  mothers  were  encouraged  to  attend  for  examination.  No  distinction 
was  made  between  domiciliary  and  hospital  confined  patients,  but  almost 
all  domiciliary  patients  were  seen  by  their  general  practitioners. 
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The  majority  of  mothers  attending  at  Millgate  Health  Centre  had  had 
hospital  confinements  but  attended  this  post-natal  clinic  for  their  own 
convenience  and  in  order  to  ease  the  pressure  at  Billinge  Hospital. 

34  women  underwent  cytology  examination  and  36  specimens  were 
submitted  for  investigation. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION  FOR  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 

A  mothercraft  training  and  exercise  class  for  expectant  primiparae  is 
held  at  the  Central  Clinic  every  Friday  afternoon.  Throughout  each  series 
of  classes,  expectant  mothers  join  in  group  discussion  on  mothercraft,  diet, 
pregnancy,  labour  and  general  care  of  the  infant.  Maximum  use  of  film 
and  filmstrips  is  made.  Relaxation  exercises  are  taught  and  reassurance  given 
to  allay  any  fears  which  may  exist.  The  classes  are  conducted  by  Health 
Visitors  in  a  fairly  informal  manner.  This  makes  for  truly  friendly,  relaxed 
visits  by  the  young  mother-to-be.  During  1969  there  were  45  classes  at 
which  530  attendances  were  made  by  124  expectant  mothers. 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS 

There  is  one  residential  home  in  Wigan  for  expectant  and  nursing 
unmarried  mothers.  It  is  registered  as  a  nursing  home  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Nursing  Homes  Act,  1963,  and  though  under 
the  control  of  the  Liverpool  Diocesan  Board  of  Moral  Welfare  is  not 
restricted  to  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  local  authority  makes 
a  grant  to  the  Board  to  meet  the  cost  of  caring  for  Wigan  girls  and  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  Home. 

Full  ante-natal  care  for  those  resident  in  the  Home  is  given  from  the 
time  of  admission  with  medical  supervision  at  Billinge  Hospital,  where  the 
babies  are  delivered.  Full  liaison  between  staffs  is  ensured  by  the  regular 
attendance  at  the  Home  of  a  Health  Visitor. 

The  Home  was  closed  for  repair  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  there  has 
since  been  much  discussion  as  to  its  future.  It  now  seems  possible  that  it 
will  not  be  re-opened  as  the  demand  for  residential  care  for  unmarried 
mothers  has  declined  considerably  in  recent  years,  with  a  consequent  increase 
in  domiciliary  work  being  undertaken  on  their  behalf. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  represents  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Wigan  and  District  Moral  Welfare 
Association,  which  deals  with  the  work  of  the  outdoor  visitor  and  to  which 

the  Authority  makes  a  small  annual  grant. 

* 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 
NOTIFICATION  OF  CONGENITAL  MALFORMATIONS 

Local  arrangements  have  been  made  for  congenital  malformations 
apparent  at  birth  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the 
doctor  or  midwife  notifying  the  birth.  All  concerned  have  co-operated  fully 
in  the  scheme  and  there  is  reason  to  doubt  that  notifications  of  all  defects 
are  being  received.  Notifications  of  66  congenital  malformations  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  respect  of  62  Wigan  children  born  in  1969,  a  wide  range  of 
conditions  being  notified.  Returns  are  made  to  the  Registrar  General  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  13/63. 
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CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRES 

Eight  child  health  centres  were  in  operation  throughout  the  year,  at 
each  of  which  one  weekly  clinic  was  held.  Additional  fortnightly  immun¬ 
isation  sessions  were  held  at  the  Central  Clinic  from  January  until  June 
and  some  extra  sessions  were  also  held  at  Pemberton  Health  Centre.. 

Attendances  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 


Clinic 

Attendances  of  Children 

Total 

Primary 

Cases 

Cases 
examined 
by  medical 
attendant 

Mothers 

Attend’g 

under 

1  year 

over  1  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

Central  . 

1987 

399 

419 

2805 

303 

1528 

2503 

Scholes  . 

1152 

273 

292 

1717 

158 

856 

1490 

Pemberton  . 

2136 

335 

300 

2771 

276 

1354 

2529 

Worsley  Mesnes  .... 

2227 

351 

276 

2854 

263 

953 

2542 

Springfield  . 

1983 

357 

330 

2670 

218 

1083 

2445 

Highfield  . 

1340 

424 

398 

2162 

144 

583 

1851 

Goose  Green 

2431 

427 

285 

3143 

284 

1181 

2903 

Marsh  Green 

1437 

325 

297 

2059 

148 

950 

1894 

14693 

2891 

2597 

20181 

1794 

8488 

18157 

The  total  of  attendances  again  rose  and  is  the  highest  ever  recorded, 
representing  a  7%  increase  on  the  total  of  18,935  for  1968.  Such  an 
increase  would  not  occur  spontaneously  and  the  Health  Visitors  must  take 
credit  for  the  steady  improvement  in  attendances  in  recent  years,  as  their 
work  is  the  greatest  single  factor  influencing  the  regularity  of  visits  to  the 
clinics. 

The  teaching  of  mothercraft  in  Secondary  Schools  for  over  ten  years 
has  undoubtedly  left  its  mark  on  many  of  today’s  young  mothers,  and  the 
use  of  an  appointments  system  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  has  also 
resulted  in  increased  attendances,  but  whatever  influences  mothers  to  first 
attend  only  confidence  in  the  staff  and  the  standard  of  service  they  receive 
will  ultimately  encourage  them  to  make  regular  return  visits.  The  fact  that 
so  many  are  now  regularly  attending  speaks  highly  of  the  quality  of  work 
performed  and  advice  given  by  both  medical  and  nursing  staffs. 

No  consultant  attends  at  the  child  welfare  centres  but  cases  are  referred 
from  them  to  the  Paediatrician  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary. 
A  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Paediatric  and  Diabetic  Clinics  at  the 
Infirmary  weekly  as  liaison  officer  and  adviser  on  the  social  aspects  of  the 
cases.  Cases  are  also  referred  to  the  Infirmary  for  orthoptic  treatment. 

An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  the  Central  Clinic  in  Millgate  one 
session  each  month.  Breathing  exercises  and  other  treatment  are  given  on 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  each  week  by  the  Physiotherapist. 

A  Toddler  Clinic  is  held  each  Tuesday  morning  at  either  the  Central 
or  Pemberton  Clinic.  A  Medical  Officer  attends  the  session  to  which 
selected  children  are  referred  by  Health  Visitors. 
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CHILD  GUIDANCE 

Dr.  Moira  P.  Jonas,,  Consultant  Child  Psychiatrist,  together  with  an 
Educational  Psychologist  and  a  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  hold  a  clinic  on 
one  day  each  week  at  Pemberton  Health  Centre.  School  and  pre-school 
children  from  Wigan  and  the  surrounding  County  districts  are  seen.. 

Five  pre-school  children  from  within  the  borough  were  seen  during 
1969,  of  whom  two  had  been  referred  by  general  practitioners,  two  by  the 
Consultant  Paediatrician  and  one  by  a  departmental  medical  officer.  All 
five  were  still  under  review  at  the  end  of  the  year,  by  which  time  two  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Day  Nursery  and  two  to  a  Nursery  Class  in  order  to 
help  in  their  development  before  starting  at  infant  school. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 


National  Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Food  shop 
which  is  situated  in  the  Municipal  Buildings  and  from  the  various  Maternal 
and  Child  Health  clinics  in  the  Borough.  Proprietary  branded  milk  foods 
and  vitamin  supplements  are  also  sold.  The  quantities  issued  or  sold  during 
the  year  were  : 

National  Welfare  Foods  : 


National  Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice  . 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . 

Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets 


8,037  tins 
29,856  bottles 
2,458  bottles 
3,131  packets 


Proprietary  brands  of  foods  and  vitamin  supplements  : 

Proprietary  milks  . 

Vitamin  supplements  . 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  . . 

Cereals  . 

Complan  . 

Malt  extract  . 


41,823  packs 
9,090  packs 
5,550  bottles 
11,742  packets 
4,111  packs 
118  jars 


Sales  of  National  Dried  Milk  were  less  than  two  thirds  of  the  1968 
total  but  there  was  a  slight  increase  for  each  of  the  other  Welfare  Foods. 
The  amount  of  Rose  Hip  Syrup  sold  again  showed  a  substantial  reduction 
and  was  38  %  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  sales  of  other  proprietary 
goods  showed  little  change. 


DENTAL  CARE  AND  TREATMENT 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  for  the  following 
summary  of  the  dental  work  carried  out  during  the  year  for  the  Maternal 
Child  Health  Section. 

As  in  previous  years,  facilities  remained  available  for  the  dental  examin¬ 
ation  and  treatment  of  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  school  age 
during  routine  working  sessions.  The  demand  has,  however,  declined  as  a 
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result  of  the  reduction  in  attendances  at  the  authority’s  ante-natal  clinics 
but  all  expectant  mothers  are  encouraged  to  have  a  dental  examination  and 
offered  the  opportunity  and  convenience  of  this  service. 

The  task  of  ensuring  that  pre-school  children  receive  dental  treatment 
and  inspection  has  been  as  difficult  as  ever,  although  invaluable  help  has 
again  been  rendered  by  the  Departmental  Medical  Officers  and  Health 
Visitors  who  ceaselessly  endeavour  to  instil  into  the  parents  the  vital 
importance  of  early  dental  care. 

Analysis  of  Priority  Dental  Care  : — 


Equivalent 

Sessions 

Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Offered 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

12.1 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

Children  under  five 

57 

49 

47 

50 
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Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided  : — • 


Scalings 

and 

Gum 

Treatm’t 

cud 

g 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

General 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Dentures  provided 

i— i 

fa 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

Full  Up. 
or  Lr. 

Part  Up. 
or  Lr. 

Radio¬ 

graphs 

Expectant 
and  Nurs¬ 
ing  Mother 

s  — 

1 

_ 

_ 

29 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

Children 
under  Five 

1 

88 

3 

— 

70 

34 

— 

— 

— 

DAY  NURSERY 

Ellesmere  Road  Day  Nursery,  Pemberton,  provides  accommodation 
for  67  children  and  was  open  Monday  to  Friday  from  7-0  a.m.  to  6-15  p.m. 

Priority  of  admission  is  given  to  the  children  of  unmarried  mothers, 
separated  or  divorced  parents  and  parents  who  are  temporarily  unable  to 
care  for  them,  but  many  places  are  still  available  for  children  whose  parents 
are  both  working.  Demand  for  places  remained  at  a  high  level  and  there  was 
a  waiting  list  of  children  seeking  admission. 

A  Medical  Officer  attended  the  nursery  at  regular  intervals  to  super¬ 
vise  the  health  of  the  children.  Attendances  fluctuated  but  were  at  a  higher 
level  than  in  recent  years.  In  1969  the  average  daily  attendance  was  63 
compared  with  53  in  1968  and  56  in  1967. 
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NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 
CHILD  MINDERS 


There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  29  registrations  for  58  children,  an 
increase  of  26  registrations  and  34  children  over  the  previous  year. 

This  large  increase,  brought  about  mainly  because  of  the  widening  of 
regulations  under  the  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  1968,  resulted 
in  a  great  increase  of  work  by  those  members  of  staff  engaged  on  supervisory 
and  inspection  work.  Regular  visits  were  made  to  each  child  minder  to 
ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  complied  with. 

PLAYGROUPS 

Two  pre-school  playgroups,  one  for  24  children  and  the  other  for  30, 
were  registered  by  the  Authority  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  six 
registered  playgroups  for  158  children. 

Interest  in  the  establishment  of  playgroups  is  ever  increasing.  Some 
notes  of  guidance  regarding  standards  have  been  issued  from  the  Health 
Department  and  any  person  seeking  to  establish  a  playgroup  is  offered 
advice  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 


FAMILY  PLANNING 

The  Council  makes  available  accommodation  in  the  Central  Clinic, 
Mi  ligate,  and  Pemberton  Health  Centre  for  the  use  of  the  Wigan  Family 
Planning  Clinic.  Two  regular  weekly  evening  sessions  are  held  at  the 
Central  Clinic,  in  addition  to  a  special  session  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
Tuesday  in  each  month.  Sessions  at  Pemberton  Health  Centre  are  held 
weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  Attendances  continued  at  their  high  peak 
and  reached  a  total  of  8,132  in  1969.  There  were  526  new  patients  during 
the  year. 

For  lay  staff  the  clinic  relies  on  voluntary  workers  from  the  Associ¬ 
ation.  In  addition  specially  trained  women  doctors  and  nurses  are  employed 
at  each  session.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  service  contributes  greatly  to 
the  sum  of  social  medicine  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  The  professional 
and  voluntary  workers  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  efforts. 

During  the  year  127  cervical  smears  were  taken  from  women  attending 
the  clinics. 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

The  staff  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  one  non-medical  Super¬ 
visor,,  and  11  whole-time  municipal  midwives. 

The  number  of  cases  was  411  compared  with  430  in  1968,  representing 
25  %  of  the  total  Wigan  births  during  the  year;  the  general  practitioner  was 
engaged  in  almost  96%  of  the  cases.  Irrespective  of  whe titer  or  not  the 
doctor  was  engaged  the  midwife  made  regular  ante -natal  visits  to  her 
patients  and  5,721  such  visits  were  made.  After  delivery  the  midwife 
attended  the  patient  for  a  minimum  of  ten  days  and  for  a  longer  period  if 
necessary;  10,925  such  visits  were  made. 

EARLY  DISCHARGE 

The  system  of  48  hour  discharge  for  selected  cases  continued  during 
the  year  with  full  prior  agreement  between  the  hospital,  general  practitioners 
and  the  midwifery  service.  However,  many  other  mothers  were  discharged 
from  hospital  before  the  tenth  day  because  of  the  shortage  of  staffed 
hospital  beds  and  such  cases  have  increased  the  work  of  the  service.  There 
were  1,116  early  discharges,  of  which  360  were  planned  48-hour  discharges. 

HOSPITAL  BOOKINGS 

Hospital  confinement  wras  restricted  to  certain  categoriss  of  patients, 
i.e.  where  there  was  some  obstetrical  abnormality,  for  primiparae  who 
sought  admission,  for  cases  where  there  was  some  associated  medical  con¬ 
dition  and  for  those  whose  home  conditions  were  unsuitable.  Visits  were 
made  to  252  homes  regarding  their  suitability  for  the  nursing  of  patients 
discharged  from  hospital  in  48  hours.  These  investigations  were  carried  out 
by  the  midwives  on  whose  areas  the  patients  resided. 

NIGHT  ROTA  SYSTEM 

The  night  rota  system  for  mid  wives  continued  to  operate.  Two  or 
three  midwives  were  on  duty  each  night  and  attended  all  calls  within  the 
Borough.  This  team  of  midwives  remained  on  night  duty  for  a  whole  week 
and  could  then  expect  no  further  night  calls  for  three  weeks.  Calls  during 
the  night  were  made  to  the  Ambulance  Station  and  the  Control  Assistant 
contacted  the  appropriate  midwife.  The  arrangements  worked  very  satis¬ 
factorily  and  enabled  midwives  to  enjoy  a  more  normal  home  life  for  three 
weeks  in  four. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

The  ante-natal  clinics  were  attended  by  midwives  on  a  rota  basis, 
thus  providing  them  with  an  opportunity  to  have  their  clinical  findings 
confirmed  and  to  meet  mothers  whom  they  might  possibly  deliver  because 
of  the  night  rota  system.  A  total  of  1,329  blood  samples  were  taken  com¬ 
prising  128  for  Wasserman  reaction,  182  for  the  Rhesus  factor  and  1,019 
for  haemoglobin  estimation. 

Samples  of  blood  were  taken  for  testing  at  the  request  of  general 
practitioners  and  the  Consultant,  although  some  doctors  arrange  to  have 
samples  taken  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary. 

Chest  X-rays  were  arranged  whenever  necessary  and  68  patients  were 
referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic,  of  whom  62  kept  their  appointments. 
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MEDICAL  AID 

The  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  require  midwives  to  send  for 
medical  aid  under  conditions  and  for  reasons  specified.  Medical  aid  was 
summoned  in  19  cases  involving  conditions  arising  during  the  ante -natal 
period,  in  61  cases  for  the  mother  alone,  in  14  cases  for  the  child  alone,  and 
10  cases  for  both  mother  and  child.  The  general  medical  practitioner  had 
been  engaged  in  89  of  these  cases. 


ANALGESIA 

Each  midwife  carried  an  “Entonox”  machine  or  a  “Trilene”  outfit. 
Entonox  machines  have  been  approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
use  by  unsupervised  midwives  and  provide  for  the  administration  of  a 
50/50  mixture  of  nitrous  oxide  and  oxygen.  Cylinders  of  analgesic  gases 
were  supplied  through  the  Ambulance  Depot. 

Details  of  analgesics  administered  by  midwives  during  the  year  are 
shown  below  : 

No.  of  cases 


Trilene  only  22 

Pethilorfan  only  32 

Trilene  and  Pethilorfan  37 

Nitrous  Oxide  and  Oxygen  only .  89 

Nitrous  Oxide  and  Oxygen  and  Pethilorfan  192 


EMERGENCY  OBSTETRICAL  UNIT 

By  arrangement  with  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Hospital  Management 
Committee  a  mobile  Obstetrical  Unit  based  on  Billinge  Hospital  was 
available  for  cases  of  obstetrical  emergency  occurring  within  the  Borough. 
The  unit  composed  of  an  obstetrician  and  a  midwife  and  equipped  with 
equipment  for  blood  transfusion,  would  be  transported  to  the  home  by  the 
Ambulance  Service.  No  calls  were  made  upon  this  service  during  the  year. 


CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

The  number  of  premature  infants  (i.e.  weighing  5f-lbs.  or  less  at  birth) 
notified  during  the  year  was  130;  of  these  13  were  born  at  home  and  117 
in  hospital. 

As  very  small  babies  are  no  longer  delivered  or  nursed  at  home, 
babies  are  usually  5  -  5 ^ -lbs  on  discharge.  Full  care  of  these  babies  is 
undertaken  by  the  midwife,  who  visits  daily  or  more  often  if  necessary. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  the  feeding  and  handling  of  the  baby  and 
special  equipment  cots  and  clothing  were  available  but  seldom  required. 
Daily  record  charts  were  made  out  for  each  infant  and  these  were  made 
available  to  the  doctor  attending  the  cases.  The  intensive  visiting  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  first  month  or  until  such  time  as  the  baby  had  attained 
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normal  standards.  By  these  means  the  mother  was  given  every  opportunity 
of  learning  how  to  handle  and  tend  the  infant. 

The  results  of  this  concentrated  attention  were  very  good  and  fully 
justified  the  time  devoted  to  them.  All  premature  babies  were  entered 
upon  the  Department’s  “At  Risk”  register  as  a  matter  of  routine. 

There  is  a  premature  baby  unit  at  Billinge  Hospital  under  the  control 
of  the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the 
Department,  especially  when  babies  were  about  to  be  discharged  to  home 
and  specialised  nursing  was  continued  where  necessary. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  notifications  were  received  in  1969. 

NEO-NATAL  COLD  INJURY 

Each  midwife  was  supplied  with  a  thermometer  registering  to  70 °F. 
to  facilitate  the  diagnosis  of  this  condition. 

One  case  was  reported  in  1969. 

TRANSPORT  OF  MIDWIVES 

Car  allowances  were  made  to  midwives  who  used  their  own  motor  cars 
whilst  on  approved  duties.  Twelve  midwives  travelled  an  aggregate  of 
25,482  miles  in  the  year. 

Newly  appointed  midwives  are  encouraged  to  obtain  motor  transport 
as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  provide  the  mobility  required  effectively  to 
operate  the  night  rota  and  holiday  relief  systems. 

MATERNITY  HOMES 

There  are  no  Maternity  Homes  within  the  Borough. 

TRAINING  OF  MIDWIVES 

The  Authority  provides  district  training  for  pupil  midwives  taking 
Part  II  of  the  C.M.B.  Course;  thirteen  students  received  training  during 
the  year. 


MATERNITY  LIAISON  COMMITTEE 

The  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  continued  to  meet  spasmodically. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


Summary  of  visits  during  the  year  1969  : 

No.  of  primary  visits  to  births  .  1,665 

„  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  .  7,216 

„  ,,  „  infants  over  one  year  and  under  two  years  .  3,710 

„  „  „  infants  over  two  and  under  five  years  .  6,711 

„  „  „  expectant  mothers  .  330 

„  „  „  cases  of  infectious  disease  200 

„  „  re  deaths  under  one  year  13 

„  „  „  stillbirths  38 

„  „  to  aged  persons  .  1,546 

„  „  „  mentally  disordered  persons  .  204 

,,  „  „  tuberculosis  households  .  143 


Two  students  successfully  completed  the  Health  Visitors  training 
course  during  the  year  and  by  31st  December  ten  full-time  and  two  part- 
time  Health  Visitors  were  in  post.  Although  this  number  is  close  to  the 
present  establishment,  the  increase  in  the  range  of  work  now  being  under¬ 
taken  and  the  desirability  of  further  close  collaboration  with  general 
practitioners  point  to  the  need  for  more  staff  if  the  high  standard  of  service 
to  which  Wigan  has  become  accustomed  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  general  shortage  of  health  visitors  still  presents  a  problem.  A 
scheme  is  operated  whereby  nurses  are  sponsored  for  training,  but  no 
students  commenced  training  during  1969  and  the  Authority  must  hope 
to  be  able  to  recruit  qualified  staff  to  fill  any  vacancies  arising  in  the 
next  year. 

COLLABORATION  WITH  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS 

The  scheme  introduced  in  1962  whereby  health  visitors  collaborate 
with  general  practitioners  by  working  with  them  in  their  areas  continued. 
Three  new  attachments  were  commenced  during  the  year  and  the  one 
previous  full  attachment  continued  to  work  successfully.  All  other  staff 
liaise  with  practices  by  telephone  and  make  visits  to  cases  selected  by  the 
doctors.  This  collaboration  is  proving  an  extremely  valuable  link  between 
the  general  practitioner  and  the  Department. 

“AT  RISK”  REGISTER 

In  order  to  use  the  depleted  staff  to  the  best  advantage  an  “At  Risk” 
register  is  maintained  and  selective  visiting  is  undertaken.  The  register 
contains  details  of  infants  who  are  known  to  have  handicapping  conditions 
and  those  known  to  be  specially  “at  risk”  by  reason  of  unfavourable  family 
history,  adverse  environment  before,  during  or  after  birth,  or  who  show 
suspicious  symptoms  in  the  first  months  or  years  of  life.  The  health  visitor 
concentrates  more  on  these  children  than  on  the  normal  child  whose  back¬ 
ground  does  not  appear  to  be  unfavourable.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
register  contained  the  names  of  390  children. 
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PHENYLKETONURIA  AND  OTHER  AMINOACID  DISORDERS 

Routine  screening  for  phenylketonuria  was  carried  out  by  health 
visitors  on  all  new  bom  children  in  the  Borough.  The  simple  Phenistix 
test  was  used  for  most  of  the  year  but  in  December,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Dr.  Komrower,  Consultant  Paediatrician  at  the  Royal  Manchester 
Children’s  Hospital,  the  Scriver  test  was  introduced.  This  test,  devised  bv 
Dr.  Charles  Scriver  in  Montreal  and  on  which  Dr..  Komrower  has  carried 
out  a  great  deal  of  research,  can  also  be  used  to  detect  a  variety  of  other 
aminoacid  disorders  and  thereby  minimise  the  possibility  of  severe  mental 
and  physical  retardation  resulting  from  these  inborn  errors  of  metabolism. 

During  the  year  2,168  Phenistix  and  61  Scriver  tests  were  performed 
compared  with  2,305  of  the  former  in  1968. 


ASCERTAINMENT  OF  DEAFNESS  IN  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

The  screening  of  vulnerable  children  for  deafness  was  carried  out  by 
specially-trained  health  visitors  and  children  failing  to  pass  the  screening 
tests  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officers  who  have  special  experience  in 
the  field  of  audiometry. 

FIELD  WORK  INSTRUCTION 

Two  members  of  the  staff  are  qualified  Field  Work  Instructors  and 
supervise  the  practical  work  of  students  from  Wigan  and  other  authorities. 
Three  students  were  receiving  practical  instruction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  two  field  work  instructors  attended  meetings  with  the  tutors  of 
established  courses  to  ensure  that  appropriate  practical  work  was  being 
associated  with  theoretical  instruction. 


MOTHERCRAFT 

The  importance  of  mothercraft  is  now  being  increasingly  recognised 
and  its  teaching  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  health  visitor.  During  the  year, 
besides  the  talks  at  clinics  and  in  the  homes,  courses  of  lectures  were  given 
in  six  schools  and  the  Health  Education  Officer  showed  films  and  distri¬ 
buted  relevant  posters  and  other  literature.  Observation  visits  were  made  to 
clinics  and  the  day  nursery. 

Of  189  pupils  who  entered  for  the  examination  in  “Child  Care”  for 
schools,  arranged  by  the  National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child 
Welfare,  187  were  successful.  The  superintendent  and  a  senior  health 
visitor  conducted  the  oral  part  of  the  examination. 


NURSE  TRAINING 

Public  Health  lectures,  practical  demonstrations  and  observation  visits 
were  provided  for  student  nurses  undergoing  training  at  the  Royal  Albert 
Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 
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CONSULTANT  CLINIC 

One  health  visitor  attended  weekly  at  the  Paediatric  and  Diabetic 
Clinics  at  Wigan  Infirmary  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Consultant  the 
social  background  and  environment  of  the  children  from  the  Borough  who 
were  attending.  She  arranged  to  visit  the  home  when  necessary  and  was 
available  to  advise  parents  as  to  the  best  way  of  carrying  out  the  treatment 
indicated  by  the  Paediatrician. 

COURSES 

A  senior  health  visitor  attended  a  two-part  “Middle  Management’5 
course  held  at  Warwick  and  Liverpool  and  another  commenced  the  Field 
Work  Instructors  Course  at  Bolton,  which  is  held  in  three  fortnightly  parts 
with  projects  undertaken  during  the  interval. 

Two  health  visitors  attended  a  one-day  refresher  course  in  Health 
Education  at  Manchester. 

TRANSPORT  ARRANGEMENTS 

All  health  visitors  who  use  their  own  cars  on  official  duties  are  paid 
a  casual  user  car  allowance  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  nine  of  the  staff 
were  doing  so,,  the  remaining  three  using  public  transport. 

SPECIALISED  WORK 

Health  Visitors  continued  to  attend  toddler  and  cytology  clinics,  ante¬ 
natal  and  mothercraft  classes,,  screening  tests  for  deafness  in  children  and 
paediatric  and  diabetic  clinics  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary. 

A  health  visitor  accompanied  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  Council  Homes  for  the  Aged  to  undertake  routine  screening  examinations 
of  the  residents  and  the  general  practitioner  was  informed  whenever  any 
abnormality  was  discovered.  These  visits  are  to  be  followed  up  by  other 
health  visitors  carrying  out  Haemoglobin  tests. 

The  attendance  of  a  number  of  physically  handicapped  children  from 
the  Borough  at  Mere  Oaks  special  school  has  necessitated  close  liaison  with 
the  County  health  visitor  at  the  school  to  ensure  a  high  degree  of  co- 
ordination  of  efforts  on  behalf  of  these  children  in  the  school  and  in  the 
community. 

On  the  retirement  of  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor,  the  work  of  visiting 
tuberculous  households,  supervising  patients  and  tracing  contacts  was 
shared  among  the  health  visitors,  each  being  responsible  for  the  patients 
in  her  own  area.  This  work  is  closely  co-ordinated  by  the  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor,  who  deals  with  certain  aspects  of  the  after-care  of  patients 
and  attends  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  After-Care  Committee. 

GENERAL 

The  work  of  these  all  purpose  nurse/social  workers  is  not  restricted  to 
children  and  continues  to  widen  in  scope.  Despite  the  increasing  demands 
on  her  time,  the  health  visitor  must  continue  to  place  emphasis  on  health 
education,  the  prevention  of  break-up  of  families  and  the  problems  of  pre- 
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school  handicapped  children.  A  group  of  post  graduate  Social  Science 
students  from  a  local  College  of  Education  spent  some  time  visiting  with 
the  staff  and  were  greatly  impressed  with  the  range  of  work  being  under¬ 
taken. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  living  alone  is  imposing  a 
further  strain  on  the  staff,  who  during  the  recent  difficult  winter  have  felt 
the  need  for  more  extensive  provision  of  hospital  and  hostel  facilities  for  the 
care  of  the  aged.  Many  young  couples  now  live  in  accommodation  suitable 
only  for  a  small  family  and  are  unable  to  house  ageing  relatives,  while  kind 
hearted  neighbours  often  become  so  involved  that  they  ultimately  become 
resentful.  It  is,  of  course,  our  aim  to  enable  aged  patients  to  remain  at 
home  for  as  long  as  they  can  be  adequately  provided  for,  but  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  amount  of  support  which  can  be  given  by  a  domiciliary  force. 
The  health  visitor  is  increasingly  finding  herself  the  key  figure  in  securing 
the  quick  and  effective  co-operation  of  the  various  social  work  and  hospital 
agencies  sharing  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  aged. 

The  importance  of  keeping  abreast  of  modem  developments  is  stressed 
to  the  staff  and  throughout  the  year  in-service  training  sessions  were  held 
and  films,  slides  and  recorded  talks  were  used.  Staff  from  the  neighbouring 
County  area  were  invited  to  attend  on  a  number  of  occasions. 


THE  CHILDREN  ACT,  1948 

A  close  liaison  exists  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  staff  of 
the  Children’s  Department.  Medical  Officers  are  available  for  consultation 
and  medical  examination  of  all  children  in  the  care  of  the  Authority. 
Family  Group  homes  are  visited  and  house  parents  interviewed  at  regular 
intervals. 
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CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN  THEIR 

OWN  HOMES 

PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES 
CO-ORDINATING  OFFICER 

Following  a  joint  circular  issued  in  1950  by  the  Home  Office,  Ministry 
of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Education,  regarding  Children  Neglected  or 
Ill-treated  in  their  Own  Homes,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  desig¬ 
nated  as  co-ordinating  officer  to  secure  full  co-operation  among  all  the 
local  services,  statutory  and  voluntary  in  the  Borough. 


CO-ORDINATING  COMMITTEES 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  co-ordinating  officer  to  convene  meetings  of 
representatives  of  the  various  interested  bodies  to  consider  significant  cases 
of  child  neglect  and  all  cases  of  ill-treatment  of  children.  This  Co-ordinating 
Committee  has  continued  to  meet  at  regular  intervals. 

The  Council  also  appointed  the  Chairmen  and  Vice-Chairmen  of  the 
Children’s,  Education,  Estates  and  Health  Committees  to  determine  questions 
of  a  special  nature  on  the  subject  of  the  circular  at  elected  representative 
level. 

On  1st  October,  1963,  Section  1  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  which  extended  the  power  and  duties  of  Local  Authorities  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  children,  was  brought  into  operation.  This  section  is  not 
intended  to  upset  the  arrangements  already  in  existence  for  the  performance 
and  co-ordination  of  preventive  work.  It  does,  however,  provide  statutory 
authority  to  perform  welfare  work  and  meet  any  consequent  expenditure 
relating  to  families  where  children  are  likely  to  need  care. 

These  powers  are  of  great  assistance  to  the  Co-ordinating  Committee, 
particularly  in  their  preventive  case  work. 

The  Committee  has  representatives  of  the  Health,  Education,  Children’s 
and  Housing  Departments  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  Department  of 
Employment  and  Productivity,  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security, 
Probation  Service,  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  Wigan  and  District  Moral  Welfare 
Association  and  the  W.R.V.S.  It  meets  at  bi-monthly  intervals  to  co¬ 
ordinate  policy  and  to  minimise  multiple  visiting  by  social  workers  which 
can  prove  confusing  to  the  family  concerned.  Liaison  is  maintained  among 
the  Committee  members  to  effect  continued  help  to  the  families  between 
meetings.  A  number  of  voluntary  agencies  who  are  not  represented  at  the 
meetings  give  timely  help  in  the  provision  of  goods,  services  and  monetary 


grants  and  this  assistance  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Number  of  cases  under  review,  1st  January,  1969  18 

Number  of  new  cases  during  the  year  7 

Number  ceased  to  be  considered  .  10 

Number  of  cases  under  review,  31st  December,  1969  15 
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FAMILY  SERVICE  PROJECT 


CASE  LOAD 

Families  under  supervision  at  1st  January 
Families  under  supervision  at  31st  December 


19 

22 


“OPERATION  PHOENIX” 

The  renovation  of  the  96  Orlit  houses  and  re -settlement  of  families 
was  completed  in  July,  including  the  transfer  of  22  new  families  into  the 
area.  Despite  the  intensive  casework,  social  inadequacy,  mental  illness  and 
delinquency  are  still  present  and  the  success  of  the  project  must  be  assessed 
against  this  background. 

Some  families  have  responded  very  well  and  achieved  a  much  higher 
standard  of  family  comfort  and  social  competence,  but  the  main  effect  is 
to  be  seen  in  relatively  small  improvements  in  more  than  60%  of  the 
families  in  this  community.  The  pressures  of  poverty  are,  however,  increas¬ 
ingly  revealed  in  the  inability  of  some  families  to  cope  with  central  heating 
costs. 

OTHER  AREAS 

Two  young  families  formerly  under  supervision  who  had  vacated 
Corporation  property  some  time  ago  returned  during  the  year  to  seek 
advice  on  making  a  new  start.  Rent  arrears  were  paid  and  both  are  now 
satisfactorily  re-settled. 

Joint  casework  with  other  social  workers  and  agencies  has  again 
proved  to  be  of  great  value  in  reducing  multiple  visiting  and  the  possibility 
of  conflicting  advice,  the  cause  of  much  resentment  among  families  visited. 
Seeing  all  social  workers  as  part  of  the  same  team  can  often  give  a  sense 
of  added  support,  resulting  in  an  improved  response. 

PREVENTION  OF  EVICTION 

From  October  onwards  a  proportion  of  all  families  served  with  Notice 
to  Quit  were  referred  for  preventive  casework.  3 1  families  had  been  referred 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  three  of  which  requested  continued  supervision 
after  rent  arears  had  been  paid. 

A  broad  analysis  of  the  cases  referred  indicated  that  the  following 
social  and  family  problems  were  root  or  contributory'  causes  of  rent  arrears: 

Multiple  Problem  Families; 

Breakdown  of  family  budgeting; 

Low  fixed  income  with  budget  disrupted  by  abnormal  expense; 

Husband  frequently  changing  job  with  short  periods  of  unemployment 
between  jobs; 

Sickness; 

Inadequate  housekeeping  allowance; 

Hire  purchase  commitments  disproportionate  to  income  ; 

Matrimonial  breakdown. 
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HOME  NURSING 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  service  functions  on  a  non-resident  basis. 

The  District  Nursing  Service  office  at  the  Nurses  Home,  9  New  Market 
Street,,  is  staffed  on  weekdays  from  8-30  a.m.  to  7-30  p.m.  and  messages 
are  accepted  between  these  hours.  At  all  other  times  requests  for  a  District 
Nurse  are  left  at  the  Ambulance  Station  which  is  operational  24  hours  a 
day.  The  District  Nurses  working  in  the  Marsh  Green,  Worsley  Mesnes 
and  Sherwood  Drive  areas  used  the  new  clinics  as  their  bases  and  these 
facilities  were  also  used  by  relief  nurses  on  a  number  of  occasions.  Certain 
patients  were  encouraged  to  attend  for  treatment  at  the  clinics,  thus  saving 
valuable  professional  time. 

xA  nurse  remained  on  duty  at  the  Nurses  Home  until  7-30  p.m.  Monday 
to  Friday  and  3-30  p.m.  on  Saturdays  before  making  emergency  calls  and 
a  limited  number  of  routine  evening  visits.  Full  co-operation  from  general 
medical  practitioners,  hospitals  and  the  ambulance  service  ensured  that  the 
arrangements  worked  satisfactorily. 

Nurses  continued  to  visit  patients  as  in  previous  years  and  when 
necessary  two  or  even  three  visits  daily  were  made.  The  total  number  of 
visits  during  the  year  was  61,423,  which  represents  a  slight  increase  on 
the  1968  figure.  A  full  staff  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  and  the 
number  of  cases  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  the  highest 
recorded. 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  geriatric  patients 
requiring  general  nursing  care  and  the  excellent  close  liaison  with  hospital 
staffs  was  maintained.  The  staff  continued  to  visit  residents  of  Welfare 
Hostels  who  required  skilled  nursing  care  and  the  Superintendent  visited 
the  Hostels  to  give  advice  throughout  the  year. 


INJECTIONS 

The  total  number  of  injections  was,  at  27,937,  5  %  less  than  in  1968. 
Injections  of  penicillin  and  to  patients  suffering  from  asthma,  nervous 
debility  and  general  debility  increased  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  all  other 
types  of  injection. 

The  use  of  the  Nurses  Home  for  a  weekly  Injection  Clinic  continued 
and  during  the  year  987  injections  were  given  to  47  patients  who  were 
able  to  travel  there  conveniently.  The  nurses  worked  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  to  ensure  the  regular  attendance  of  psychiatric 
patients  for  injections. 

The  number  of  cancer  cases  again  increased  and  98  of  the  177  cases 
treated  were  aged  under  65  years.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  psychiatric  patients  treated. 
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INCONTINENCE  PADS  (see  also  page  67) 

Incontinence  pads  were  provided  in  selected  cases  and  were  of  great 
benefit  to  the  patients  and  nurses.  The  number  used  was  greater  than  ever 
before  as  a  result  of  the  increase  in  geriatric  and  carcinoma  cases. 

Other  patients  were  able  to  obtain  pads  from  the  Department  at  a 
special  rate. 

DISPOSABLE  EQUIPMENT 

For  a  number  of  years  disposable  syringes  have  been  used  by  District 
Nurses.  Disposable  gloves  were  used  by  the  nurses  when  giving  penicillin 
and  streptomycin  injections  and  other  disposable  equipment  included  pre¬ 
sterilised  dressings,  enemas,  masks  and  washcloths. 

TRANSPORT 

Four  Corporation  owned  vehicles  were  used  by  District  Nurses.  The 
Superintendent  received  an  allowance  for  the  use  of  her  car  to  visit  nurses 
and  patients,  seven  District  Nurses  received  essential  car  user  allowances 
and  three  an  allowance  for  the  use  of  their  auto-cycles. 

MARIE  CURIE  MEMORIAL  FOUNDATION 

Since  February,  1965,  the  Authority  has  been  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Marie  Curie  “Area  Welfare  Grant  Scheme”  and  the 
“Day  and  Night  Nursing  Service”  in  the  Borough.  These  services  are 
financed  by  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation  and  are  for  the  benefit 
of  patients  suffering  from  cancer.  The  Superintendent  of  the  District 
Nursing  Service  supervises  the  detailed  arrangements  for  providing  help 
to  patients.  No  difficulties  were  experienced  and  the  services  resulted  in 
considerable  relief  being  given  to  both  patients  and  relatives. 

Although  there  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  helped, 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  needy  patients  provided  with  extra 
nutrition.  A  total  of  72  cases  was  helped  in  1969  and  a  number  of  donations 
were  received  on  behalf  of  the  Foundation  from  relatives  who  wished  to 
express  their  appreciation  of  the  help  given. 

STAFF 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Superintendent  and  a  full  establishment  of 
fifteen  whole-time  nurses  (two  of  them  male  nurses  and  four  State  Enrolled 
Nurses)  were  in  post. 

The  recently  revised  duties  of  Enrolled  Nurses  enable  them  to  take 
responsibilty  for  many  time-consuming  visits  and  for  the  Injection  Clinic. 
They  have  continued  to  work  under  the  supervision  of  experienced  State 
Registered  Nurses  and  yet  given  the  service  greater  flexibility  with  economy 
in  the  use  of  scarce  fully  trained  nurses. 

Two  nurses  attended  a  refresher  course  at  the  William  Rathbone  Staff 
College,  Liverpool. 
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TRAINING 

State  Enrolled  Nurses  now  take  the  assessment  examination  of  the 
Queens  Institute  of  District  Nursing  and  State  Registered  Nurses  undertake 
a  period  of  training  for  the  National  District  Nursing  Certificate.  One 
S.R.N.  was  undergoing  District  Training  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  later 
successfully  completed  the  course. 

35  pupil  S.E.N’s  from  Billinge  Hospital  attended  for  periods  of  four 
days  to  gain  experience  of  domiciliary  nursing  and  23  student  nurses  from 
the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary  made  visits  of  observation  during  the 
year. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  FOR  1969 

Number  of  cases  on  books  at  1st  January  538 

Number  of  new  cases  during  the  year  1,302 

Number  of  cases  ceased  to  be  visited  : 

Now  convalescent  .  673 

Removed  to  hospital .  293 

Deaths  .  198 

Other  reasons  101 

—  1265 

Number  of  cases  on  books  at  31st  December  575 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Nurses  59,820 

Number  of  visits  to  Centres  by  patients  1,603 

A  classification  of  cases  attended  during 
pages  51-55. 


1969  will  be  found  on 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES 
TABLE  I  —  ALL  AGES 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  7 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  2 

Malignant  Neoplasms  170 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  7 

Diabetes  Mellitus  19 

General  and  Nervous  Debility  37 

Parkinsons  disease  10 

Multiple  sclerosis .  24 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  central  nervous  system  198 

Psychiatric  . 27 

Cataract  .  2 

Acute  otitis  media  .  I 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart  disease;  hypertension  145 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  including  anaemia  389 

Tonsillitis  and  Quinsy . .  8 

Pneumonia  .  17 

Bronchitis  .  115 

Asthma  .  35 

All  other  respiratory  diseases  8 

Thoracoplasty  .  1 

Appendicitis  . 25 

Hernia  of  Abdominal  Cavity  .  11 

Laparotomy  .  9 

Gastrectomy  .  4 

Cholecystectomy  .  9 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  5 

Diseases  of  genital  organs  .  5 

Diseases  of  urinary  system .  4 
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Prostatectomy 

Nephrectomy  .  4 

Diseases  of  uterus  :  Procedentia  37 

Hysterectomy  .  8 

Complications  of  pregnancy  inc.  threatened  Abortion  13 

Termination  of  Pregnancy  .  10 

Post  caesarian  (from  7th  day)  8 

Miscarriage  .  1 

Vagotomy  .  2 

Amputation  9 

Ligation  of  Veins  . , .  8 

Miscellaneous  post-operative  conditions  17 

Abscesses  :  Breast  .  6 

Rectal  and  Pilonidal  Sinus  20 

Others  .  11 

Carbuncles  and  Boils  4 

Infection  of  Skin  and  General  Rashes  .  9 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  34 

Other  Conditions  :  Gangrene,  septic  areas,  bedsores,  including 

varicose  ulcers  and  Phlebitis  66 

Shingles  .  4 

Accidents  :  Fractures  .  10 

Scalds  .  3 

Burns  .  9 

Injuries  due  to  falling  9 

Industrial  injuries  3 

Injuries  due  to  car  accidents  3 

Other  injuries  7 

Constipation  .  59 

Senility  .  152 

Preparation  for  X-ray  .  8 

Patients  dead  on  nurse’s  arrival .  2 


TABLE  II  —  AGED  65  YEARS  AND  OVER 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

Malignant  Neoplasms  . 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus . 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  CN.S. 
Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative 
heart  disease,  hypertension 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Diseases  of  Digestive  system 

Diseases  of  Urinary  system . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Asthma  . 

Rheumatism,  Arthritis 

Varicose  Ulcers  . 

General  rashes  on  body 
Abscesses,  Boils,  Carbuncles 
Bedsores,  Shingles,  Septic  areas 
Senility,  General  and  Nervous 

Debility,  Psychiatric  . 

Injuries  due  to  falls  . 

Injusies  due  to  car  accidents 

Fractures  . 

Burns  . . 

Scalds  . 

Prostatectomy 
Gastrectomy 
Hysterectomy 
Cholecystectomy 
Procedentia  and  diseases  of  the 
Uterus 

Preparation  for  X-ray 

Constipation  . 

Cataract 

Herniotomy  . 

Laparotomy 

Amputation 

Shingles  . . 

Osteotomy  -  arthrodiesis . 

Miscellaneous  post-operative 
conditions 
Parkinsons  Disease 


1968 

Female 

Total 

Male 

1969 

Female 

Total 

_ 

3 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

— _ 

— 

— 

46 

73 

30 

48 

78 

9 

12 

— _ 

1 

1 

12 

15 

1 

9 

10 

44 

95 

51 

85 

136 

47 

87 

37 

67 

104 

202 

257 

52 

160 

212 

5 

6 

- — 

3 

3 

— — 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

17 

3 

4 

7 

42 

67 

27 

18 

45 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

4 

10 

1 

1 

2 

26 

27 

2 

19 

21 

6 

7 

4 

23 

27 

5 

7 

1 

3 

4 

9 

12 

2 

1 

3 

— 

i 

JL 

3 

5 

8 

73 

135 

43 

145 

188 

5 

12 

2 

7 

9 

1 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

6 

7 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

18 

8 

— 

8 

— 

2 

- - 

— . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

•V 

i 

4 

7 

2 

3 

5 

35 

35 

_ 

32 

32 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

24 

33 

13 

25 

38 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

7 

8 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 

5 

9 

3 

2 

5 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

— 

- . 

3 

4 

7 

Male 

3 

27 

3 

3 

51 

40 

55 

1 

1 

9 

25 

6 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

62 

7 

1 

1 

18 

2 

3 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 
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TABLE  111(a)  —  CHILDREN  UNDER  5  YEARS 

Abscesses  .  1 

Anaemia  . 5 

Bums  and  Scalds .  2 

Cerebral  Tumour .  1 

Constipation  and  Colic  3 

Dermatitis  and  Impetigo  or  Skin  Infection  .  3 

Epilepsy  .  1 

Herniotomy  and  Intussusception  1 

Sarcoma  of  Spine  .  1 

Spina  Bifida  and  Ectopic  Bladder  1 

Thmsh  . 4 

Tonsillitis  and  Bronchitis  .  6 

TABLE  111(b)  —  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

Abscesses  .  2 

Anaemia  .  2 

Appendicitis .  9 

Asthma  .  2 

Carcinoma  of  Ovary  .  1 

Constipation  .  3 

Diabetes .  2 

Injuries  .  2 

Otitis  Media  .  2 

Post-operative  squint  .  1 

Scabies  and  psoriasis  .  2 

Spastic  .  2 

Spina  Bifida  .  1 

Thrush  .  1 

Tonsillitis  .  1 
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TABLE  IV  —  INJECTION  THERAPY 

Asthma  Adrenalin,  Silbephyeline  Acthar,  Depomedrone  1,045 

Anaemia  Anahaemin,  Imferon,  Examin,  Hepastab  I 

Neuritis  Riboflavin,  Campolon,  Forte,  Cytamin  14,727 


Rheumatism  Neo-hepatex,  Actha,  Miocrysin 

Bronchitis,  Chest  Infection  ) 

}-  Penicillin  2,193 

Pneumonia,  Catarrh  j 

Diabetes  Insulin  4,761 

Cardiac  Mersalyl,  Mercardon,  Thiomerin  1,724 

Tuberculosis  Streptomycin  and  Dimycin  562 

Narcotics  and  j  Morphia,  Pethidine,  Largactol,  Omnipon, 

Sedatives  j  Scopolamine,  Navocoine  and  other  sedatives .  1,158 

Vaccines  . .  10 

Others  —  Vasolastine,  Primolutdepo,  Deca,  Durabolin,  Ergotamine, 

Pituitrin  .  957 

Nervous  Debility  j 

l  Parentrovite,  Benerva  and  Moditen  800 

General  Debility  j 


27,937 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Wherever  practicable  the  Schedule  set  out  below  is  now  followed  in 
the  Department  for  the  protection  of  children  against  infectious  diseases. 


Injec- 

Age 

Visit 

Vaccine 

tion 

Oral 

Interval 

1-6  months 

1 

Diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

4-6  weeks 

2 

Diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus 
Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

4-6  weeks 

3 

Diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus 
Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

7-8  months 

Smallpox 

12  months 

Measles 

4 

18-21  months 

Diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus 

5 

booster 

4|  years 

Diphtheria,  tetanus  booster 
Poliomyelitis  booster 

6 

4 

8-12  years 

Diphtheria,  tetanus  booster 

7 

Over  12  years 

B.C.G. 

The  appointments  system  introduced  during  1967  continued  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  encouraging  acceptance  rate  although  the  numbers  vaccinated  were 
fewer  than  the  exceptional  1968  figures. 

The  system  offers  parents  the  choice  of  taking  their  children  to  a 
clinic  or  to  their  family  doctor  and  appointments  are  automatically  sent  at 
appropriate  intervals,  consent  having  been  obtained  by  the  Health  Visitor 
when  making  her  primary  visit  after  birth. 

The  smallpox  vaccination  rate,  although  favourable  by  comparison 
with  the  national  average,  is  still  only  in  the  region  of  50%,  indicating  the 
need  for  still  further  efforts  on  the  part  of  general  practitioners,  medical 
and  nursing  staff  to  emphasise  the  possible  dangers  of  the  disease  and  to 
persuade  reluctant  parents. 

Measles  vaccine,  which  was  first  made  available  in  1968,  was  un¬ 
obtainable  for  most  of  1969  but  over  2,000  children  in  the  age  groups 
most  susceptible  to  the  disease  had  been  vaccinated  before  its  withdrawal 
It  is  noticeable  that  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  measles  was  the 
lowest  for  many  years  and  if  parents  will  take  full  advantage  of  the  renewed 
availability  of  this  vaccine  much  family  distress  can  be  averted  and  pro¬ 
fessional  time  saved  in  the  future. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  vaccinations  of  children  carried  out 
during  1969.  There  were  732  primary  vaccinations  of  children  under  two 
years  of  age,  compared  with  824  in  1968,  and  438  in  1967. 


Under 

2-4  years 

5-15  years 

1  year 

1  year 

inclusive 

inclusive 

TOTAL 

Primary 

634 

98 

82 

21 

835 

Re-vaccination 

— 

— 

2 

14 

16 

Totals 

634 

98 

84 

35 

851 
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Details  of  other  vaccination  and  immunisation  carried  out  during  1969 
are  given  below  : 


M.  &C.H. 
and  Special 
Clinics 

School 
and  School 
Clinics 

Private 

Doctors 

Total 

P OLIOMYELITIS- — ORAL  VACCINE 

Children  under  16  years  of  age: 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

1235 

363 

174 

1772 

Reinforcing  doses 

163 

605 

39 

807 

Diphtheria 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

1236 

223 

185 

1644 

Re-inoculations 

912 

1782 

62 

2756 

Whooping  Cough 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

1191 

— 

178 

1369 

Re-inoculations 

681 

— 

47 

728 

Tetanus 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

1235 

223 

194 

1652 

Re-inoculations 

917 

1066 

73 

2051 

Measles 

Number  vaccinated 

869 

3 

81 

953 

B  C  G.  VACCINATION 

Although  B.G.G.  vaccination  is  offered  generally  to  the  13  year  age 
group  regulations  permit  whole  classes  to  be  dealt  with.  This  greatly 
facilitates  the  administrative  work  but  as  a  result  a  small  percentage  of  the 
children  were  aged  12  or  14  years.  This  year’s  acceptance  rate  of  86% 
was  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year. 


Routine  protection  of  13  “year-old  school  children 

Number  in  13  year  age  group  997 

Number  for  whom  consent  was  obtained  862 

Percentage  of  acceptances  .  86% 

Number  of  Mantoux-Negative  828 

Number  of  Mantoux-Positive  34 

Percentage  Positive  .  3.9% 

Number  Vaccinated  828 

Number  who  had  Chest  X-ray .  32 

Number  where  X-ray  showed  active  tuberculosis  — 

Number  where  X-ray  showed  lung  abnormality  requiring 

further  observation  1 


The  figure  for  the  positive  Mantoux  tests  gives  an  indication  of  the 
extent  to  which  children  are  being  brought  into  contact  with  the  tuberculosis 
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bacillus.  Our  percentage,  3.9,  compares  favourably  with  that  in  other  urban 
industrial  areas. 

The  Chest  Physician  has  supplied  the  following  information  regarding 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  Tuberculosis  Contacts  during  1968  : — 

Children  under  15  years  of  age  : 

No.  of  Contacts  B.C.G. 

skin  patch  tested  Positive  Negative  Vaccinated 

138  19  119  149 

There  were  no  cases  of  negative  skin  reaction  among  the  104  children 
patch  tested  after  B.C.G. 

The  figures  do  not  include  work  carried  out  amongst  hospital  staff. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  service  operates  from  the  Ambulance  Station,  Pottery  Road,  and 
is  constantly  on  call.  Radio  telephone  equipment  is  used  at  the  central 
control  and  ten  ambulance  vehicles  are  fitted  with  mobile  transmitter 
receivers. 

Although  the  overall  mileage  increased  by  6%  and  the  total  number 
of  patients  carried  by  7%  on  the  1968  figures,  there  was  a  substantial 
reduction  in  the  numbers  of  hospital  out-patients  and  day  care  patients  for 
Billinge  Hospital  psychiatric  unit.  The  increases  in  1969  were  in  respect 
of  non-section  27  work,  particularly  the  transport  of  the  mentally  and 
physically  handicapped  children. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trends  in  the  service  since  the  termin¬ 
ation  of  the  agency  agreement  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


Year 

Total  patients 
carried 

Total 

Mileage 

Average  No.  of 
patients  per  mile 

Average  mileage 
per  patient 

1956 

33.420 

120,283 

0.27 

3.6 

1957 

35,622 

119,972 

0.28 

3.4 

1958 

37.246 

114,725 

0.33 

3.0 

1959 

40,058 

115,346 

0.35 

2.9 

1960 

44,181 

127.081 

0.35 

2.8 

1961 

49,354 

130,182 

0.38 

2.6 

1962 

51,446 

128,351 

0.40 

2.5 

1963 

55,415 

135,443 

0.41 

2,4 

1964 

55,558 

140,247 

0.39 

2.5 

1965 

55,791 

142,635 

0.39 

2.6 

1966 

56,316 

150,238 

0.38 

2.7 

1967 

57,519 

148,390 

0.38 

2.6 

1968 

63,218 

157,722 

0.40 

2.5 

1969 

67,854 

166,957 

0.40 

2.5 
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PERSONNEL 

The  staff  establishment  at  31st  December,  1969  was  : 

1  Superintendent  1  Leading  Driver 

4  Control  Assistants  30’  Driver/ Attendants 

1  Clerk/Day  Control  Assistant  1  Handyman. 


Two  additional  Driver/ Attendants  were  recruited  during  the  year  in 
order  to  cover  the  increasing  demand  for  routine  transport  at  peak  times 
on  weekdays,  and  these  appointments  made  possible  a  substantial  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  overtime  worked. 

One  member  of  the  staff  attended  a  six  weeks  interim  basic  training 
course  organised  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  four  Driver/ 
Attendants  with  over  two  years  service  completed  approved  shorter  courses 
of  two  weeks  duration.,  Nine  members  of  the  staff  are  to  attend  courses  in 
the  near  future  and  the  next  year  should  see  a  fully  qualified  operational 
staff. 


VEHICLES 

A  former  Civil  Defence  vehicle  was  converted  for  use  primarily  as  a 
sitting  case  ambulance  and  a  new  Ford  Transit  Custom  Bus  was  in  the 
course  of  conversion  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  replace  a  1961  Bedford  Coach. 
The  average  age  of  the  vehicles  is  now  four  years. 


MAINTENANCE  OF  VEHICLES 

All  maintenance  and  repairs  necessary  to  keep  the  fleet  fully  serviceable 
have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


Age  of  Vehicles  in  Years  (as  at  31st  December,  1969  : 


Under 

1  year 

1-2 

years 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

4-5 

years 

5-6 

years 

6-7 

years 

7-8 

years 

8-9 

years 

9-10 

years 

1 0  years 
or  more 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— ^ 

— 

— 
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TOTAL  MILEAGE  RUN  BY  EACH  VEHICLE 


Vehicle 

No. 

Registered 

No. 

Year 

of 

purchase 

Make 

Type 

Mileage 

Total 

mileage 

1968 

1969 

9 

HER  999 

1961 

Bedford 

Sitting  Case 

13725 

7846 

111149 

7 

HJP  804 

1962 

Bedford 

Sitting  Case 

13168 

13159 

88657 

8 

JJP  711 

1963 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

11736 

13070 

103447 

10 

KJP  984 

1964 

Bedford 

Dual  Pur. 

14300 

14301 

95514 

2 

KJP  966 

1964 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

14496 

12530 

82627 

1 

AJP  298C 

1965 

Bedford 

Dual  Pur. 

15493 

15064 

67764 

12 

CJP  456C 

1965 

Commer 

Dual  Pur. 

— 

4677 

6589 

3 

CEK  650D 

1966 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

13564 

10138 

43866 

Car 

CJP  49D 

1966 

Morris 

1800 

Car 

15491 

16403 

58000 

6 

DJP  206E 

1967 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

16991 

13040 

39245 

5 

EJP  105F 

1967 

Bedford 

Dual  Pur. 

14187 

15875 

46608 

11 

EJP311G 

1968 

Bedford 

Dual  Pur. 

3478 

9894 

13372 

4 

GEK  404G 

1968 

Bedford 

Ambulance 

875 

20616 

21491 

PETROL  AND  OIL  CONSUMPTION 


Vehicle 

Make 

Reg.  No. 

Mileage 

Consumption 

Average 

Petrol 

Galls. 

Oil 

Pints 

M.P.G. 

M.P.P. 

1 

Bedford 

AJP  298C 

15064 

1583.1 

28 

9.5 

538.0 

2 

Bedford 

KJP  966 

12530 

1189.9 

40 

10.5 

313.3 

3 

Bedford 

CEK  650D 

10138 

967.1 

49 

10.5 

206.9 

4 

Bedford 

GEK  404G 

20616 

1123.7 

21 

18.3 

981.7 

5 

Bedford 

EJP  105F 

15875 

944.9 

29 

16.8 

547.4 

6 

Bedford 

DJP  206E 

13040 

1100.9 

56 

11.8 

232.8 

7 

Bedford 

HJP  804 

13159 

1346.0 

69 

9.8 

190.7 

8 

Bedford 

JJP  711 

13070 

1070.2 

61 

12.2 

214.2 

9 

Bedford 

HER  999 

7846 

778.5 

19 

10.1 

413.0 

10 

Bedford 

KJP  984 

14301 

755.0 

69 

18.9 

207.1 

11 

Bedford 

FJP  311G 

9894 

950.8 

30 

10.4 

329.8 

12 

Commer 

CJP  456C 

4677 

419.8 

21 

11.1 

222.7 

Car 

Morris 

CJP  49D 

16403 

788.9 

38 

20.8 

443.2 

TOTALS 

I 

166613 

13018.8 

530 

12.8 

312.8 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1969 


Classification 
Section  27  Patients  : 

Street  Accidents  (including  all  road  users) 

Other  Street  Accidents  . 

Works  Accidents  . 

Home  Accidents  . 

Recreation  Accidents  . 

Unclassified  Injuries  . 

Street  Illnesses  . 

Home  Illnesses  . 

Works  Illnesses 

Other  Illnesses  . 

Maternity  . 

Mentally  Ill  Patients  . 

Infectious  . 

Deceased  . 

Admissions,  Discharges,  Transfers  and  Clinic  Cases 
Service  and  Fruitless 
Psychiatric  Unit,  Rillinge 

Section  27  Patients — Recoverable  : 

Other  Authorities 


Other  Re-chargeable  Work  : 
Welfare  Services 
Mentally  Sub-normal  Children 

Adults 


yy 


yy 


Midwives  . 

Mental  Health:  Welfare  Officer  Transport 

Day  Care  Unit  . 

Physically  Handicapped  Children 

TOTALS 


Miles 

Patients 

906 

293 

503 

124 

400 

94 

1484 

301 

754 

155 

1007 

230 

687 

169 

1571 

305 

477 

113 

179 

44 

7746 

726 

497 

38 

63 

11 

385 

60 

89857 

20307 

2720 

— 

12282 

8053 

2217 

• 

177 

4655 

2343 

17363 

13983 

9126 

9425 

86 

- — > 

168 

— 

6751 

7071 

5073 

3886 

166957 

67854 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  Education  covers  a  vast  range  of  subjects  and  many  sections 
are  concerned  in  its  application;  public  health  inspectors,,  dentists,  health 
visitors,  midwives,  home  nurses,  school  nurses  and  social  welfare  officers 
are  all  responsible  for  important  aspects  of  this  growing  topic.  In  Wigan 
an  administrative  assistant  is  responsible  for  the  co-ordination  of  these 
efforts,  and  for  field  work,  where  topics  are  not  dealt  with  specifically  by 
the  above  professional  members  of  staff.  Beside  the  health  education  work 
which  is  part  of  the  normal  duties  of  these  staffs,  special  topics  were  dealt 
with  throughout  1969. 

The  hazards  of  smoking  and  especially  its  relation  to  lung  cancer  still 
necessitates  a  great  deal  of  publicity  and  education  by  the  local  authority 
staff.  A  large  campaign  in  secondary  schools  took  place  in  the  summer 
though  the  results  are  very  hard  to  assess.  Health  visitors  and  the  officer 
responsible  for  health  education  visited  senior  schools  showing  three  films 
on  cancer  and  smoking  and  giving  short  talks  after  these  films.  Discussions 
were  prompted  as  far  as  possible  though  the  large  numbers  of  most 
audiences  made  this  desirable  objective  very  hard  to  achieve. 

Dental  health  education  was  carried  out  jointly  by  the  Chief  Dental 
Officer’s  staff  and  the  Health  Education  Officer.  Short  talks  on  dental 
hygiene  together  with  film  strip  illustration,  were  given  to  primary  and 
junior  school  children.  A  major  new  venture,  which  it  is  hoped  to  repeat, 
was  started  in  1969.  This  was  the  distribution  of  a  school  dental  hygiene 
kit  to  each  new  school  entrant.  The  kit  comprised  a  tube  of  toothpaste, 
tooth-brush,  beaker  and  letter  to  the  parents  stressing  dental  hygiene.  A 
short  talk  was  given  to  the  new  entrants  at  the  time  of  distribution.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  venture  will  ensure  that  these  children  start  the  habit  of 
cleaning  their  teeth  at  this  early  age,  though  parental  attitudes  can  easily 
militate  against  the  Department’s  efforts. 

In  the  early  part  of  1969,  sex  education  was  the  subject  of  several 
successful  evenings  held  for  parents  and  children  in  several  parts  of  the 
town.  Parents  were  invited  along  to  see  a  film  and  listen  to  a  short  talk  on 
a  proposed  way  of  tackling  sex  education.  They  were  then  invited  to  bring 
their  children  along  the  following  evening  when  die  film  was  repeated. 
Many  questions  were  raised  and  answered  following  the  film.  Sex  education 
was  again  incorporated  into  the  mothercraft  courses  which  were  given  in 
the  secondary  modern  girls  schools.  Maximum  use  was  made  of  films  and  a 
lecture  on  venereal  disease,  together  with  film  illustration  was  dealt  with 
in  each  course. 

Posters  on  several  topics  of  health  were  issued  regularly  to  most  general 
practitioners  in  the  Borough.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  doctors  agreed  to 
someone  from  the  Department  calling  at  their  surgeries  to  change  poster 
displays  at  regular  intervals.  Posters  were  also  issued  to  schools  and  clinics 
and  topics  dealt  with  coincided  with  national  campaigns  of  the  Health 
Education  Council  and  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 
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Civic  Week,  which  was  held  to  commemorate  the  anniversary  of  the 
granting  of  the  Borough  Charter,  was  used  as  a  period  of  intensive  general 
health  education.  Several  sections  including  the  training  centres,  the 
ambulance  station,  the  day  nursery  and  Pemberton  Health  Centre  were 
open  for  the  public  to  visit  and  this  fact  was  widely  publicised.  Displays  on 
the  hazards  of  smoking,  home  safety  and  food  hygiene  were  on  show  at 
the  health  centre  while  demonstrations  of  resuscitation  were  again  given 
at  the  ambulance  station.  General  day  time  attendances  were  rather  low 
but  the  numbers  of  evening  visitors  were  most  encouraging.  Free  bus  trips 
were  arranged  to  take  the  public  to  the  ambulance  depot,  old  peoples  homes 
and  the  health  centre,  where  films  on  departmental  occupations  were  shown. 

Officers  attended  several  evening  meetings  of  church  clubs,  wives 
clubs,  first  aid  and  other  groups  to  talk  on  topics  of  health  or  departmental 
work.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  addressed  groups  of  student  nurses 
and  midwives.  The  public  health  inspectors  assisted  with  the  food  hygiene 
courses  at  the  Technical  College,  and  the  health  visitors  ran  mothercraft 
classes  in  schools.  Several  in-service  training  sessions  were  held  using 
recorded  talks  illustrated  by  slides. 


CERVICAL  CYTO  — -  DIAGNOSIS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  clinics  were  held  at  Pemberton  Health 
Centre  on  Thursday  lunch  times  and  Friday  evenings.  In  February  how¬ 
ever  the  Thursday  session  was  transferred  to  Marsh  Green  Clinic?  from 
where  it  was  operated  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  first  cervical  smears  taken  in  1969,  other  than  by 
general  practitioners  or  at  Hospitals  was  1,318,  which  represents  a  14.8% 
reduction  on  the  previous  year’s  figures.  This  reduction,  though  discour¬ 
aging,  compares  favourably  with  the  much  greater  reductions  noted  by 
most  other  local  authorities  in  the  North  West.  In  fact,  the  excellent  figures 
for  the  Borough  were  remarked  upon  by  the  Manchester  Committee  on 
Cancer  and  by  the  staff  of  the  Christie  Hospital. 

At  the  regular  clinics  1,157  smears  were  taken  from  first  attenders, 
201  repeat  tests  were  made,  and  in  December  the  triennial  recall  system 
was  commenced  resulting  in  23  women  being  re-tested.  This  system  will 
cause  a  greater  work  load  during  1970  if  new  attendance  figures  are  kept 
at  their  high  peak.  In  addition  to  the  regular  clinics,  127  women  had  smears 
taken  at  Family  Planning  Clinics,  and  34  were  tested  at  Post  Natal  Clinics, 
where  two  repeats  were  made. 

Publicity  for  cervical  cyto-diagnosis  was  undertaken  in  many  ways, 
including  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  articles  in  parish  magazines,  postal 
canvassing  and,  with  the  aid  of  funds  made  available  by  an  appeal  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Wigan  Round  Table,  door  to  door  visiting. 

The  combination  of  the  publicity  efforts  played  a  large  part  in  making 
1969  another  successful  year  in  this  very  important  field  of  preventive 
medicine. 
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CONVALESCENCE 

During  the  year  1969  no  arrangements  were  made  for  short-term  care 
under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Hospital  service  and  in  Wigan  the  Clinic  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Philip  S.  Silver,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

The  number  of  new  patients  in  Wigan  rose  to  80,  but  there  was  no 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea.  The  majority  of  new 
gonorrhoea  cases  first  attended  during  the  months  July-October,  but  no 
particular  significance  could  be  found  in  this  as  the  social  circumstances 
and  ages  of  the  patients  revealed  no  new  trends.  Although  there  was  a 
slight  increase  in  the  younger  age  groups,  the  incidence  of  venereal  disease 
among  teenagers  remains  small. 

Total  attendances  at  the  Wigan  Clinic,  including  patients  from  the 
surrounding  County  districts,  fell  from  812  (584  male,  228  female)  in 
1968  to  792  (513  male,  279  female)  in  1969.  The  numbers  of  new  Wigan 
cases  attending  during  the  last  ten  years  were  : 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Syphilis 

5 

3 

10 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

Gonorrhoea 

12 

21 

17 

15 

8 

14 

9 

10 

17 

16 

Other  conditions 

54 

49 

59 

56 

44 

48 

40 

48 

44 

62 

Total 

71 

73 

86 

73 

54 

63 

52 

63 

63 

80 

The  Health  Committee  have  continued  their  arrangements  whereby 
the  Male  Senior  S.E.N.  in  the  skin  department  of  the  Royal  Albert  Edward 
Infirmary  undertakes  the  duties  of  Almoner. 

Persons  who  are  a  source  of  infection  are  whenever  possible  persuaded 
to  attend  for  treatment  and  the  importance  of  continued  attendance  is 
stressed  to  patients  who  fail  to  attend.  During  1969  ten  contacts  were 
persuaded  to  attend,  including  two  male  contacts  of  syphilis  and  two 
female  contacts  of  gonorrhoea,  and  of  the  28  patients  who  failed  to  attend, 
19  subsequently  attended  for  further  treatment  as  a  result  of  the  Almoner’s 
efforts,  which  have  been  found  to  produce  satisfactory  results. 

Personal  visits  are  made  if  necessary,  but  a  general  decrease  in  the 
number  of  syphilis  cases  requiring  long  term  treatment  has  reduced  the 
need  for  such  visits.  During  the  year  one  child  was  bom  of  a  Wigan  woman 
undergoing  treatment  for  syphilis.  The  child  was  examined,  blood  tested 
and  diagnosed  as  free  from  venereal  disease.  Three  unmarried  expectant 
mothers  who  attended  for  blood  test  and  examination  were  also  found  free 
from  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Statistical  information  regarding  the  prevalence  of  and  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  will  be  found  in  that  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  infec¬ 
tious  diseases.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  was  no  death  from  pul¬ 
monary  T.B.  during  the  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  was  a  full-time  member  of  the  Local 
Authority  Health  Visiting  Staff,  her  work  being  divided  between  attendance 
with  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  Dispensary  and  visiting  patients  in  their 
homes. 

Oh  her  retirement  in  October,  this  work  was  shared  among  the  health 
visitors,  each  being  responsible  for  the  visiting  and  supervision  of  patients 
in  their  areas  and  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  as  required. 

During  the  year,  1,835  home  visits  were  paid  by  the  health  visitors. 

The  number  of  new  contacts  examined  during  the  past  three  years 
was  as  follows  : 


Adults  Children  Total 

Adults  Children  Total 

Adults 

Children 

Total 

1967 

1968 

1969 

56  124  180 

71  160  231 

80 

174 

254 

Contacts  of  positive  cases 

;  under  supervision,  31st  December  1969 

182 

Contacts  under  supervision  after  B.C.G.  vaccination 

405 

The  average  number  of  contacts  per  case  of  pulmonary  T.B.  is  as  follows  : 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Tuberculosis  Notification 

:  Pulmonary 

15 

25 

16 

Other  forms 

2 

2 

2 

No.  of  contacts  per  case 

(pulmonary  only)  . 

12 

9 

16 

The  responsibility  of  the  Council  for  providing  care  and  after-care 
services  at  present  is  being  discharged  through  a  voluntary  Care  Committee. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  attends  to  certain  aspects  of  the 
after  care  of  patients  and  attends  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Committee, 
whose  aims  may  be  stated  as  : 

1.  To  provide  extra  nourishments,  nursing  utensils,  wheelchairs,  etc 

2.  To  help  in  providing  extra  clothing  needed  by  the  patients, 
especially  when  they  go  into  sanatoria  and  on  their  return  home. 

3.  To  visit  and  give  friendly  advice. 

4.  To  assist  in  educating  public  opinion  in  matters  of  health  in  regard 
to  Tuberculosis. 

5.  To  give  assistance  in  providing  tools  in  cases  where  tuberculous 
persons  entering  into  employment  are  not  so  assisted  by  the  Depar- 
ment  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 

The  Chest  Physician  acts  as  Honorary  Medical  Officer  to  this  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Very  few  known  sputum  positive  cases  are  actually  employed  in  per¬ 
manent  positions,  and  constant  supervision  by  the  health  visitor  ensures  that 
these  few  do  not  become  a  danger  to  other  susceptible  groups. 

Persons  who  are  fit  for  light  work  are  referred  to  the  Disablement 
Re-settlement  Officer  with  suitable  recommendations. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board’s  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  Wigan  for  a  total  of  five  weeks  during  the  period  May  to  July, 
visiting  industrial  and  commercial  premises  in  addition  to  holding  open 
sessions. 

The  sessions  were  attended  by  a  total  of  3,601  men,,  of  whom  three 
general  public  volunteers  were  found  to  have  tuberculosis  requiring  treat¬ 
ment,,  and  3,936  women,  of  whom  two  factory  and  office  workers  were 
also  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 


findings  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  examined  . 

3601 

3936 

7537 

Tuberculosis  requiring  close  clinic  supervision 
or  treatment  . 

3 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis  requiring  only  occasional  out¬ 
patient  supervision 

2 

i 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

9 

— 

9 

Non-malignant  Neoplasms  . 

2 

2 

4 

Sarcoids  (including  enlarged  Hilar  Glands)  . 

1 

2 

3 

Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and  abnormal¬ 
ities  of  the  vascular  system . 

8 

7 

15 

Pneumoconiosis  . 

30 

— 

30 

OTHER  ILLNESSES 

Close  liaison  between  the  health  visitor  and  the  social  welfare  officers 
engaged  on  work  amongst  the  physically  handicapped  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  ensures  that  advice  and  help  are  readily  available  to  those  in  need 
once  their  condition  becomes  known  to  the  department. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 

A  scheme  (within  the  Council’s  proposals  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,,  1946)  for  the  delivery  of  a  mid-day  meal  to 
individuals  unable,  because  of  illness  or  physical  disability  to  provide  their 
own,  has  been  in  operation  since  May,  1951. 

The  meals  were  prepared  at  the  Welfare  Home,  Frog  Lane,  until  its 
closure  in  December,  when  the  work  was  transferred  to  the  new  “Wood- 
lands  Hall”  hostel  at  Whelley. 

The  food  is  served  in  individual  covered  containers  and  meals  are 
delivered  from  Monday  to  Friday  each  week  except  for  public  holidays. 
A  maximum  of  three  meals  per  patient  per  week  is  provided  and  the  charge 
is  Is.  5d.  per  meal,  reduced  to  Is.  Id.  in  necessitous  cases. 

A  total  of  23,576  meals,  very  similar  to  the  previous  year’s  figure, 
was  provided  during  the  year. 

Members  of  the  W.R.V.S.  assist  in  the  delivery  of  the  meals  and  I  am 
extremely  grateful  to  them  for  the  assistance  which  they  give  in  helping  us 
to  provide  this  service  in  the  Borough. 

The  service  is  working  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  equipment  and 
transport. 
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NURSING  EQUIPMENT 

Items  of  nursing  equipment  were  available  on  loan  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  free  of  charge.,  The  service  was  used  extensively  and  390  items  were 
loaned  during  the  year.  Details  are  given  below  : 


Back  rests  . 

64 

Enuresis  alarms . 

4 

Air  rings  . 

.  62 

Rubber  Sheets  . 

.  79 

Beds  . 

1 

Tripod  crutches . 

4 

Bed  cradles  . 

19 

Urinals  . 

36 

Bed  pans  . 

.  95 

Walking  Aids  . 

.  13 

Commodes  . 

.  20 

Wheelchairs 

39 

Crutches  . 

.  11 

Zimmer  lifts 

1 

In  addition,  draw  sheets  were  supplied  to  bedfast  incontinent  patients 
as  the  table  below  indicates  : 

Number  of  cases  on  1st  January,  1969  .  6 

Number  of  new  cases  during  the  year  13 

Number  of  cases  ceased .  12 

Number  of  cases  on  31st  December,  1969  7 


INCONTINENCE  PADS  (see  also  page  49) 

Supplies  of  Pads  under  Section  28  are  available  from  the  department 
at  a  special  price.  On  average  50  pads  were  sold  to  the  public  each  week 
through  the  year. 

As  smoke  control  areas  increase,  it  is  likely  that  more  difficulties  will 
be  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  soiled  pads  which  are  now  usually  burnt 
at  the  patients  home.  To  counter  any  such  difficulties  an  alternative  method 
of  disposal  has  been  arranged  with  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Cleansing. 

Disposable  nappies  were  supplied  to  Spina  Bifida  children  attending 
Mere  Oaks  School.  At  the  end  of  the  year  six  children  were  being  regularly 
issued  with  nappies  under  this  scheme. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

A  full-time  chiropodist  was  employed  at  9  New  Market  Street,  Wigan, 
and  two  part-time  chiropodists  worked  sessions  at  the  Central,  Pemberton, 
and  Marsh  Green  Clinics.  The  service  was  provided  for  the  elderly,  physic¬ 
ally  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers  and  a  limited  number  of  house¬ 
bound  patients  were  treated  in  their  own  homes.  A  charge  of  3s  Od.  was 
made  in  some  cases  but  patients  in  receipt  of  Supplementary  Benefit  were 
treated  free  of  charge. 

During  the  year,  1,010  patients  received  4,718  clinic  and  498  domi¬ 
ciliary  treatments.  Demand  for  the  service  continued  to  grow  and  in  view 
of  the  substantial  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  provision  has  been  made 
for  additional  sessions  and  domiciliary  treatments  in  1970. 
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FLUORIDATION 

Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply — already  agreed  in  principle  by  the 
Borough  Council — awaits  for  its  implementation  either  a  strong  ministerial 
directive  or  a  better  understanding  among  small  neighbouring  authorities 
whose  decisions,  or  lack  of  them,  are  holding  up  this  valuable  preventive 
measure. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  aged  persons  in  receipt  of  Home  Help 
was  again  small  compared  with  previous  years  although  a  greater  call  was 
made  on  the  service  for  short-term  help  in  post-operative  cases.  An  average 
whole-time  equivalent  of  66  Home  Helps  was  employed  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  one  over  the  1968  figure. 

Help  was  supplied  to  a  total  of  1,195  cases,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Maternity  .  23 

Mentally  Handicapped  .  3 

Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculous  (under  65)  74 

Aged  .  1056 

Others  .  39 


Many  people  are  still  uncertain  of  the  functions  of  a  Home  Help  and 
the  responsibilities  of  the  service.  The  term  ‘backbone  of  the  Health  and 
Social  Services’  was  recently  applied  to  Home  Helps,  who  are  now  a  well 
established  and  important  feature  of  a  town’s  domestic  life.  They  provide 
regular  supervision  for  a  great  number  of  aged  people  living  alone  and  can 
often  be  instrumental  in  preventing  illness  or  even  death  by  prompt  calls 
to  doctors,  while  in  maternity  cases  they  can  take  over  the  household  duties 
to  relieve  the  lying-in  mother  of  worry  and  enable  her  to  regain  strength 
quickly. 

A  number  of  requests  are  received  each  year  from  applicants  who 
believe  that  this  service  is  readily  available  to  anyone  willing  to  pay  the 
required  fee.  This,  of  course,  is  not  the  case  and  particularly  in  view  of  the 
shortage  of  suitable  persons  for  appointment  as  Home  Helps,  the  organising 
staff  must  carefully  consider  the  needs  of  each  case  and  allocate  the  help 
available  equitably  among  those  most  in  need.  Of  298  applications  received 
during  1969,  only  238  were  found  to  be  eligible  for  the  service.  The  Home 
Help  Organiser  and  Assistants  made  2,510  follow-up  visits  to  ascertain 
that  the  service  was  not  being  abused. 

The  standard  charge  operating  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  6s.  6d.  per 
hour  but  as  in  previous  years  very  few  were  called  upon  to  pay  the  full  cost. 

The  Home  Help  Organiser  is  also  responsible  for  the  investigation  of 
applicants  for  Meals  on  Wheels.  Here  again  the  number  which  can  be 
provided  is  limited  and  of  94  new  applications  during  the  year,  meals  were 
subsequently  provided  to  60  persons. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  service  was  again  hampered  by  being  understaffed  for  almost 
half  of  the  year  and  with  the  increase  in  preventive  work— vide  the  doubling 
of  visits  labelled  care  and  supervision — this  has  again  meant  that  case  loads 
remain  too  high. 


ADMINISTRATION 

The  establishment  provides  for  one  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer, 
three  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  a  Mental  Welfare  Assistant.  A  temporary 
Mental  Welfare  Assistant  was  appointed  during  the  absence  of  the  Mental 
Welfare  Assistant  who  was  on  the  two  year  course  leading  to  the  Certificate 
in  Social  Work  which  he  will  complete  in  July,  1970. 

Seven  doctors  are  approved  under  Section  28(2)  of  the  Mental  Health 
Act,  1959,  for  the  purpose  of  making  recommendations  in  respect  of  men¬ 
tally  disordered  patients.  These  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  R. 
McLean  Bain,  Dr.  J.  L.  Jackson,  Dr.  H.  Coates,  Dr.  B.  Lowe,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Calverley  and  Dr.  W.  K.  Lawson. 


SUBNORMALITY 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  155  patients  were  under  community  care  with 
regular  supportive  visits  from  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

Efforts  have  again  been  made,  in  co-operation  with  the  Consultant 
Paediatrician,  to  secure  early  referral  of  the  very  young  where  support  to 
the  parents  is  considered  to  be  of  prime  importance. 

Four  subnormal  patients  were  discharged  from  Hospital  during  the 
year  of  whom  one  was  admitted  to  the  hostel  for  male  subnormals,  the 
others  returning  home.  Two  attend  the  Adult  Training  Centre,  one  is 
successfully  caring  for  an  aged  mother,  and  one  has  been  placed  in  employ¬ 
ment. 

Four  subnormal  persons  attending  the  Adult  Training  Centre  were 
also  successfully  placed  in  employment. 

Liaison  with  Brockhall  Hospital  has  been  maintained  in  the  case  of 
patients  requiring  permanent  or  temporary  care  and  for  consultative 
purposes  as  well. 

The  joint  clinic  with  Dr.  R.  M.  Forrester,  Consultant  Paediatrician  and 
the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  has  continued  to  be  held  bi-monthly  at 
Wigan  Infirmary.  It  has  proved  a  very  effective  means  of  dealing  with 
problems  of  diagnosis,  multiple  handicap  and  parent  counselling. 

The  Consultant  Paediatrician  has  also  been  available  to  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  in  an  advisory  capacity. 
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MENTAL  ILLNESS 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  remain  on  call  for  twenty-four  hours  a  day 
to  meet  emergencies,  although  it  may  be  noted  that  the  number  of  out 
of  office  calls  which  are  not  classified  as  emergency  continues  to  rise. 

After  care  of  discharged  patients  and  preventive  work  with  patients 
referred  by  General  Practitioners  and  the  Consultant  Psychiatrists  and 
other  agencies  forms  the  bulk  of  work.  The  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer 
attends  the  out-patient  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Wigan  Infirmary. 

Close  liaison  and  co-operation  with  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  Dr. 
Coates  and  Dr.  Lowe,  and  the  staff  at  Billinge  Hospital  continues  to  play 
an  important  part  in  the  effective  work  of  the  service.  Regular  discussion 
of  patients’  problems  leading  to  joint  action  is  a  feature  of  this  co¬ 
operation  as  is  the  practice  of  regular  visiting  of  the  hospital  wards  by  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

No  large  problem  of  drug  addiction  has  yet  appeared  in  the  Borough. 

Co-operation  with  several  other  agencies  has  been  of  great  value.  Of 
particular  mention  is  the  co-operation  from  the  Welfare  Services  Section 
in  the  provision  of  places  in  Part  III  accommodation  for  the  mentally  ill. 
Health  Visitors,  the  Family  Case  Worker,  the  Educational  Psychologist, 
Children’s  Department,  Housing  Department  and  the  Ministry  of  Social 
Security  have  also  been  of  help  to  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers.  Sympa¬ 
thetic  help  and  assistance  has  also  been  available  from  the  Police  whenever 
required. 

Voluntary  organisations  and  certain  individuals  have  continued  their 
help — particularly  the  W.R.V.S.  in  the  provision  of  clothing  and  second¬ 
hand  furniture  and  firms  and  individuals  who  have  contributed  very 
generously  in  kind  to  the  Christmas  Party  held  at  Fabrex  and  to  a 
Christmas  Party  organised  at  the  Day  Centre  for  approximately  50  elderly 
persons.  The  I.V.S.  have  also  continued  their  co-operation  with  the 
Department.  One  of  the  most  helpful  aspects  of  this  co-operation  being 
the  decorating  of  certain  homes  of  patients  for  which  they  have  provided 
both  labour  and  material. 

A  new  departure  this  year  was  help  received  from  Senior  Girls  at  the 
Notre  Dame  Convent  who  came  into  the  Old  Persons’  Day  Centre  and 
Hope  School  to  help  with  the  Christmas  Parties  and  who  visited  and  gave 
parcels  to  certain  elederly  patients  under  the  care  of  the  Department.  It  is 
hoped  to  develop  this  co-operation  further  during  the  coming  year. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 
Mental  Illness  : 

Patients  notified  as  mentally  ill .  423 

Dealt  with  as  follows  : 

Section  25,,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  54 

Section  26,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  2 

Section  29,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  6 

Section  60,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  2 

Admitted  for  temporary  care  .  100 

Informal  admissions,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  202 

Care  and  supervision  in  the  Community  27 

No  action  .  30 

Total  number  of  visits  to  patients  requiring  care  and  supervision  836 
Total  number  of  visits  to  patients  requiring  after-care  1,382 

Mental  Subnormality  : 

Number  of  patients  under  Community  Care  at  31-12-69  .  155 

Number  of  patients  at  Adult  Training  Centre  61 

Number  of  patients  at  Junior  Training  Centre .  22 

Number  of  patients  at  Special  Care  Unit .  23 

Number  of  admissions  to  hospital  during  the  year  : 

Temporary  care  .  18 

Informal  admissions  8 

Section  25,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  — 

Section  26,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  — 

Section  29,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  — 

Section  60,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  1 

Number  of  patients  discharged  from  hospital  during  the  year  4 

Number  of  patients  awaiting  admissions  to  hospital  at  31-12-69  — 

Community  Care  and  Other  Work  of  Mental  Welfare  Officers  : 

Total  number  of  domiciliary  visits  during  the  year  3,977 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Junior  Training  Centre 

and  Special  Care  Unit  98 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Adult  Training  Centre  219 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Day  Care  Unit  137 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Hostel  93 

Attendances  at  Billinge  Hospital  Case  Conferences  172 

Visits  to  patients  in  hospital  260 

Visits  relating  to  the  welfare  of  patients  in  hospital  224 

Attendances  at  Psychiatric  Clinic  61 

Special  reports  for  hospitals  regarding  sub-normal  patients  16 

Social  Histories  for  hospitals  and  at  Psychiatric  Clinics  187 

Patients  accompanied  to  Psychiatric  Clinics  224 
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TRAINING  OF  THE  MENTALLY  HANDICAPPED 


TRAINING  CENTRE,  HOPE  SCHOOL 

Hope  School  opened  in  1954  and  was  one  of  the  first  purpose  built 
centres  to  be  erected  after  the  passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946.  The  School  houses  the  Junior  Training  Centre,  in  which  there  are 
35  places,  and  the  Special  Care  Unit,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year 
accommodated  15  children  aged  from  2-11  years,  each  at  least  doubly 
handicapped.  In  October  the  eight  adult  special  care  patients  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  accommodation  at  Marsh  Green  Clinic  in  order  to  alleviate 
overcrowding  in  this  Unit  and  enable  a  separate  room  to  be  used  for  the 
younger  children. 

Miss  J.  Hanson,  Supervisor  since  the  opening  of  the  School,  retired 
in  March  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  M.  Lassey,  who  was  previously 
employed  at  the  Oswaldtwistle  Junior  Training  Centre.  There  are  three 
Assistant  Supervisors  and  two  Guide/Helps  in  the  Junior  Training  Centre 
and  four  Assistant  Supervisors,  one  of  who  is  attending  a  full-time  course 
of  training,  in  the  Special  Care  Units.  All  trainees  were  conveyed  to  and 
from  the  School  by  ambulance,  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the  staff. 

Students  attending  courses  for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handicapped 
at  the  Harris  College,  Preston,  continued  to  be  placed  at  the  Centre  for 
teaching  practice  throughout  the  year. 

All  the  children  are  examined  on  entry  by  a  medical  officer  who  also 
attends  periodically  for  routine  medical  inspection.  Dental  inspection  is 
also  carried  out  and  a  school  nurse  visits  twice  weekly  to  attend  to  minor 
ailments..  It  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will  shortly  be  made  to  provide 
physiotherapy  for  some  of  the  children.  Re-assessment  of  mental  ability  is 
carried  out  in  appropriate  cases,  as  a  result  of  which  two  children  were 
transferred  to  the  new  day  school  for  E.S.N.  children  during  1969. 

The  aim  of  the  Centre  is  to  develop  the  full  potential  of  each  child, 
the  approach  being  completely  child-centred.  By  providing  a  dynamic  and 
stimulating  programme  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  not  only  enjoy  attending 
but  will  develop  spontaneously,  acquire  and  use  general  knowledge  con¬ 
fidently  and  become  proficient  in  the  skills  taught. 

A  wide  variety  of  activities  is  used  and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
children,  who  benefit  from  such  things  as  music,  music  and  movement, 
play,  drama,  selected  television  programmes,  story  telling,  cookery  and 
creative  art  including  pottery  and  woodwork.  Regular  visits  are  made  to 
places  of  interest:  the  infants  go  for  walks  and  visit  shops  and  the  park, 
while  the  older  children  pay  their  own  fares  on  buses,  choose  and  borrow 
books  from  the  library,  shop  for  materials  required  in  school,  use  the 
telephone  and  buy  drinks  in  a  cafe.  Some  have  a  weekly  swimming  session 
at  the  Central  Baths  and  with  the  co-operation  and  help  of  the  staff  at  the 
Baths  are  making  good  progress. 

The  activities  of  the  trainees  in  the  Special  Care  Units  are  necessarily 
somewhat  limited  but  prams  and  walking  frames  are  often  used  to  take 
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them  for  short  outings.  All  special  care  children  made  progress  during  the 
year,  two  having  learned  to  say  new  words  daily,  to  walk  and  to  feed  them¬ 
selves.  Some  joined  the  infant  class  of  the  Training  Centre  for  short 
periods  each  day  prior  to  transfer  to  the  class. 

A  pleasant  day  was  spent  on  an  outing  to  Trentham  Gardens,  where 
sailing  and  a  ride  on  the  miniature  railway  were  much  enjoyed.  The 
children  played  on  the  swings  yet  still  had  enough  energy  to  sing  on  the 
coach  on  the  way  home.  A  local  coach  proprietor  again  arranged  an  enjoyable 
trip  to  Blackpool  illuminations  and  the  active  Parent- Staff  Association  also 
arranged  a  number  of  outings. 

Parents  were  encouraged  to  visit  the  Centre  from  time  to  time  and 
most  did  so,  including  good  attendances  at  the  Harvest  Festival,  after  which 
the  children  enjoyed  distributing  the  fruit  and  vegetables  to  old  people 
living  nearby,  and  at  the  play  presented  by  the  children  at  Christmas. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  attendance  register  : 

Training  Special 
Centre  Care  Unit 


Number  of  children  on  the  register  at  1st  January,  1969  24  17 

Number  of  admissions  during  the  year  9  10 

Number  of  children  ceased  to  attend  11  4 

Number  of  children  remaining  on  register 

at  31st  December,  1969  22  23 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  year  21  16 


FABREX  SENIOR  TRAINING  CENTRE 

This  purpose  built  Centre,  opened  in  1965,  is  situated  in  Hunter  Road, 
Marsh  Green,  with  its  grounds  adjoining  those  of  the  Junior  Training 
Centre  and  the  Hostel  for  subnormal  adults.  It  has  two  large  workrooms, 
designed  to  simulate  working  conditions  in  open  employment,  and  the 
trainees  attend  from  9  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m.  on  weekdays  with  only  three 
weeks  holiday  each  year. 

The  trainees  are  engaged  on  a  wide  variety  of  work,  which  is  provided 
by  firms  in  Skelmersdale  and  Atherton  in  addition  to  several  from  Wigan 
and  District.  Much  of  the  contract  work  is  similar  to  that  done  in  the 
firms’  own  factories,  and  this  shows  that  with  sympathetic  encouragement 
in  a  sheltered  environment  the  trainees  are  capable  of  undertaking  work 
of  a  high  standard  which  not  many  years  ago  would  have  been  considered 
beyond  their  capabilities. 

The  female  trainees  do  similar  work  to  the  males  but  also  use  industrial 
sewing  machines,  assist  the  kitchen  staff  and  do  the  Centre’s  laundry, 
while  in  the  male  workshop  some  woodwork  is  also  carried  out,  including 
repairs  and  renovations  to  office  furniture.  Small  payments  are  made  to 
the  trainees,  partly  based  on  incentive  bonuses  earned  by  exceeding  target 
outputs,  and  are  paid  in  individual  wage  packets. 
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Social  training  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  educational  programme 
and  occupational  therapy,  physical  training  and  organised  games  are 
encouraged.  Social  evenings  were  held  on  Tuesdays  from  7-0  to  9-30  p.m. 
and  up  to  25  trainees  attended  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff,  who 
willingly  gave  up  their  leisure  time  to  encourage  social  activities.  Trainees 
of  both  sexes  attended  swimming  lessons  at  the  Municipal  Baths  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Baths  Manager  and  his  staff  is  greatly  appreciated. 
Trainees  living  within  the  Borough  were,  if  considered  capable,  encouraged 
to  make  their  own  way  to  the  centre  by  public  transport  and  the  remainder 
were  conveyed  by  ambulance  or  mini-bus. 

The  Parent-Staff  Association  again  successfully  organised  a  Christmas 
Fair  and  a  Jumble  Sale,  the  proceeds  of  which  help  to  provide  extra 
amenities  for  the  trainees  of  both  Centres  and  enjoyable  outings.  Trips  to 
Heysham,  Blackpool,  Rivington  and  Chester  Zoo  were  arranged  during 
the  year.  The  Association’s  mini-bus  was  again  put  to  good  use,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  social  evenings. 

The  staff  at  Fabrex  includes  a  Manager,  two  Senior  Instructors  and 
four  Instructors.  Meals  for  the  trainees  and  for  the  children  at  Hope  School 
were  prepared  in  the  Fabrex  Kitchen.  Several  students  made  visits  of 
observation  during  the  year  and  the  centre  was  again  used  to  give  practical 
experience  to  students  attending  a  course  for  Adult  Centre  Staff  at  the 
Harris  College,  Preston. 

Borough  and  County  trainees  attended  the  Centre  and  details  of 
attendances  during  1969  are  given  below  : 

Borough  County  Total 


Number  of  trainees  on  register  at  1st  January,  1969  61  7  68 

Number  of  admissions  during  1969  .  14  2  16 

Number  of  trainees  ceasing  to  attend  5  1  6 

Number  of  trainees  on  register  at  3 1st  Dec.,  1969  70  8  78 

Average  attendance  during  year  57  6  63 


SCOT  HOUSE 

No  community  care  service  is  complete  without  the  provision  of  resi¬ 
dential  accommodation.  In  the  past  it  has  been  discouraging  to  see  a  child, 
who  had  responded  well  to  training,  admitted  to  hospital  care  because  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  home  environment.  Scot  House  can  accommodate 
six  young  adults,  all  in  single  bedrooms. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  five  residents,  one  of  whom 
obtained  outside  employment  and  left  to  live  in  lodgings.  One  patient  was 
admitted  from  hospital  during  the  year  and  has  settled  extremely  well. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  residents,  all  of  whom  were  employed 
at  the  senior  training  centre.  Short  term  care  was  provided  for  one  patient. 

A  resident  Warden  is  in  charge  of  Scot  House  assisted  by  her  husband. 
A  relief  Warden  attends  when  the  Warden  is  off  duty.  The  aim  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  real  home  for  the  residents  and  indications  point  to  considerable 
success  in  this  direction. 
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DAY  CARE  UNIT 

This  unit,  now  housed  in  purpose-built  accommodation  at  Pemberton 
Health  Centre,  is  used  to  capacity  and  provides  a  useful  service  for  psycho- 
geriatric  and  certain  other  selected  cases.  Twenty  aged  persons  attend  the 
unit,  which  is  open  from  9-30  a.m.  to  4-0  p.m.  on  weekdays  and  to  which 
they  are  conveyed  by  Ambulance.  They  receive  a  mid-day  meal,  occupational 
therapy,  regular  medical  supervision  and  chiropody  treatment. 

The  unit  fulfils  a  very  real  need  in  combatting  loneliness  and  providing 
care  of  those  living  alone  and  in  ensuring  relief  for  relatives  in  other  cases. 


PSYCHIATRIC  SOCIAL  CLUB 

The  Psychiatric  Social  Club,  established  in  1968,  met  at  Fabrex 
senior  training  centre  with  30-40  patients  attending,  including  a  number 
living  in  the  Borough  and  in  the  neighbouring  County  area.  The  great 
majority,  however,  were  patients  from  Billinge  Hospital  and  in  view  of  the 
staffing  and  other  difficulties  in  transporting  so  many  patients,  the  club 
was  transferred  to  the  Hospital  during  1969. 

The  value  of  social  gatherings  in  the  care  and  after-care  of  patients 
has  been  proved  but  it  seems  that  chronic  patients  gain  most  from  these 
meetings.  Voluntary  workers  of  the  local  branch  of  the  International 
Voluntary  Service  were  closely  involved  in  the  experiment  and  it  may  be 
that  their  efforts  can  be  of  greatest  benefit  in  a  hospital  setting  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  professional  staff. 


CO-ORDINATION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  parts  of  the  National  Health  Service 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  is  a  member  of  the  Wigan 
and  Leigh  Hospital  Management  Committee.  He  is  also  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Council  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whilst  not  a  member  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  serves  on  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee  which 
is  represented  on  the  Management  Committee.  He  is  also  Hon.  Advisor  in 
Epidemiology  and  is  a  member  of  the  Control  of  Infection  Committee  at 
the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary.  There  is  no  representative  of  the  local 
authority  at  officer  level  on  the  Executive  Council  but  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  a  member  of  the  Local  Medical  Committee  which  reviews 
the  medical  administrative  aspects  of  general  practitioner  services  and 
advises  the  Executive  Council. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  member 
of  a  liaison  committee  whose  members  include  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
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of  Counties  and  County  Boroughs  in  and  adjoining  the  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board  area,,  and  the  Principal  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
is  also  represented. 

Locally  a  liaison  committee  has  been  established  consisting  of  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Hospital  Services,  both  medical  and 
administrative,  the  local  authority  services  in  the  persons  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Wigan,  and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officers  of  Divisions 
8  and  11  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Health  Services,  along  with 
representatives,  both  medical  and  administrative,  from  the  general  prac¬ 
titioner  services.  The  objects  of  the  Committee  are  “To  deal  with  any 
matter  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts  where  co-operation  between 
the  various  interests  concerned  can  lead  to  smoother  working  and  greater 
efficiency.” 

During  the  year  the  Committee  considered  the  following  matters  : 
‘Risk’  registers  for  newborn  infants;  services  for  the  elderly  sick;  admission 
of  geriatric  patients;  Major  Accident  Organisation,  and  Infectious  Diseases 
in  hospital  staff. 

As  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/63  a  designated  officer 
is  responsible  for  mobilising  the  community  services  for  discharged  hospital 
patients.  Difficulties  are  minimal  because  of  the  unified  control  over  Health 
and  Welfare  Services. 

The  co-ordination  of  Education,  Health  and  Welfare  Services  for 
handicapped  children  and  young  people  recommended  in  the  Joint  Circular 
of  March,  1966,  has  never  been  a  problem  in  Wigan  as  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  in  charge  of  a  combined  Health  and  Welfare  Department  and 
is  also  responsible  as  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  School 
Health  Service.  Excellent  relations  have  long  been  established  with  the 
Hospital  Services  and  there  is  full  interchange  of  information  with  the 
Paediatrician,  Orthoptic  Surgeon  and  E.N.T.  Surgeons  and  the  Depart¬ 
mental  officers  concerned  with  school  and  pre-school  children.  The  closest 
co-operation  is  also  maintained  with  general  practitioners  and  staff  attach¬ 
ments  to  group  practices  are  encouraged. 

In  order  to  meet  the  particular  points  in  the  circular  a  joint  Case 
Conference  is  held  when  necessary  and  children  of  school  age  with  multiple 
handicaps  are  reviewed.  The  conference  is  attended  by  the  Consultant 
Paediatrician,  School  Medical  Officers,  the  Senior  Welfare  Officer,  Senior 
Mental  Welfare  Officer,  School  Welfare  Officer  and  Youth  Employment 
Officer.  In  addition  the  Children’s  Officer  is  invited  if  any  child  whose  case 
may  be  discussed  is  in  the  care  of  the  local  authority  or  thought  to  be  in 
need  of  the  fringe  services  of  the  Children’s  Department.  From  time  to  time 
representatives  of  voluntary  organisations  who  might  help  with  a  particular 
case  are  invited  to  attend. 
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MAJOR  ACCIDENT  ORGANISATION 

In  the  event  of  a  major  catastrophe  it  is  essential  that  all  those  officers 
and  services  who  will  inevitably  be  involved  shall  be  aware  of  the  resources, 
commitments  and  liabilities  of  each  other  and  that  pre-arranged  conventions 
governing  the  alerting  of  the  services  shall  be  widely  known.  To  achieve 
this  the  co-operation  of  ambulance,  fire,  hospital,  police  and  welfare  services, 
both  statutory  and  voluntary,  in  the  County  Borough  and  the  surrounding 
area  have  been  obtained.  TTie  Department  has  published  in  booklet  form, 
comprehensive  schemes  drawn  up  and  co-ordinated  by  officers  of  the  various 
authorities  involved.  These  schemes  are  reviewed  annually  and  amend¬ 
ments  made  in  the  light  of  experience. 
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PREVALENCE;  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Infective  Jaundice  was  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
in  1968,  and  has  since  become  one  of  the  most  common,  notifications  being 
received  in  every  month  of  1969.  Cases  of  measles  were  also  notified  each 
month  but  the  total  of  126  notifications  was  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
1968  figure  of  615. 

There  were  16  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with 
23  cases  notified  and  one  case  of  whooping  cough,  compared  with  11  the 
previous  year.  No  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified  and  for  the 
twenty-first  successive  year  there  was  no  confirmed  case  of  diphtheria. 


NOTIFICATIONS 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1969 


Notifiable  Disease 

>.  . 

At 

all 

Ages 

— 

Cases  Notified 

Age  Groups 

under 

1 

1  and 
under  3 

3  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under  10 

10  and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  65 

65  and 
over 

Acute  Encephalitis,  Infective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Non-Paralytic  .... 

— 

- — - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— — 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

14 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

4 

2 

— 

Infective  Jaundice  . 

82 

— 

— 

9 

40 

19 

4 

9 

1 

— 

Malaria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

126 

3 

48 

32 

42 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

43 

2 

3 

10 

25 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary  . 

16 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

A 

d 

2 

7 

3 

Other  Forms  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

289 

10 

52 

53 

109 

23 

12 

16 

11 

3 
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ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  BY  MONTHS,  1969 


Disease 

c 

03 

1 — > 

r6 

<D 

Uh 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

>> 

*— i 

3 

Aug. 

Sept. 

■M 

U 

o 

>* 

o 

£ 

.1 

o 

CD 

Q 

Totals 

Acute  Encephalitis,  Infective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  — 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Non-Paralytic.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

- - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

2 

2 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . 

— ■ ■ 

— 

Food  Poisoning  .  . . 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

2 

— 

1 

"  14 

Infective  Jaundice  . 

2 

2 

1 

10 

7 

2 

2 

4 

4 

7 

10 

31 

82 

Malaria . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Measles  . . 

11 

10 

2 

6 

11 

8 

4 

3 

5 

46 

14 

6 

126 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

— 

■■ — 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

2 

6 

11 

11 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

6 

2 

43 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

16 

Other  Forms  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  . 

16 

19 

11 

30 

33 

13 

8 

9 

9 

62 

32 

47 

289 

COMPARATIVE  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


Disease 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Acute  Encephalitis:  Infective  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Diphtheria 

• — 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

- — 1 

■  — 

■  ■  r— 

.  — 

Dysentery  . 

8 

10 

6 

8 

5 

7 

— t 

2 

1 

2 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

4 

16 

3 

2 

— 

- — 

15 

14 

Infective  Jaundice  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

82 

Malaria  .  . 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

-  - 

*““■ 

. 

Measles  . 

41 

1608 

39 

700 

652 

469 

246 

364 

615 

126 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

47 

25 

6 

8 

34 

17 

20 

8 

11 

43 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary  . 

50 

34 

25 

38 

27 

21 

22 

15 

23 

16 

Other  Forms  . 

3 

2 

2 

3 

6 

2 

5 

2 

O 

/w 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

20 

— 

1 

82 

9 

3 

7 

27 

11 

1 

TOTALS 

172 

1687 

88 

860 

738 

521 

304 

419 

689 

289 

82 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NOTIFICATIONS,  1969 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new 
cases  of  Tuberculosis 


0— 

1— 

2— 

5— 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 

(all 

ages) 

Respiratory — Males  .... 
Respiratory — Females 
Non-Respiratory — Males 
Non-Respiratory — Females  .... 

i 

-2 

1— 

9 

0 

0 

1— 

12 

4 

2 

1 

i 

L 

i 

L 

0. 

L 

1 

1 

L 

1— 

1 

X 

Cases  coming  to  the  Notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Otherwise  than  by  Formal  Notification 


Source  of 
Information 

0— 

1— 

2— 

5— 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 

Deaths  Returns  Resp.  M . 

from  Local  F . 

Registrars  Non-  M . 

Resp.  F . 

Deaths  Returns  Resp.  M . 

from  Registrar  F . 

General  Trans-  Non-  M . 

ferable  Deaths  Resp.  F . 

1— 

1 

Posthumous  Resp.  M . 

Notifications  F . 

Non-  M . 

Resp.  F . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1969 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 

1 — 

1 

15. _ 

3 

25—  . . 

1 

1 

—  1 

45—  . 

4 

3 

—  1 

65—  . 

2 

— - 

—  — 

75—  . 

1 

— 

—  — 

TOTALS  .... 

12 

4 

—  2 

DEATHS 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

i  M  M  M  I 

!  II  1  M  1  1 

!  — 1  1  1  II 

-1  II  1  1  II 

— _  — 

2 

1 

There  was  no  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  compared  with 
6  in  1968  and  5  in  1967.  Three  deaths  from  other  tubercular  infections 
occurred  during  the  year. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS,  1965  to  1969 
CASES  NOTIFIED 


Pulmonary 

1965 

21 

1966 

22 

1967 

15 

1968 

23 

1969 

16 

Other  forms 

of  tuberculosis 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  . 

23 

27 

17 

25 

18 

Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

1965 

4 

1966 

6 

1967 

5 

1968 

6 

1969 

Other  forms 

of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

3 

Totals 

4 

6 

6 

6 

3 

DEATH 

RATES 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Pulmonary 

0.05 

0.08 

0.06 

0.08 

0.00 

Other  forms 

of  tuberculosis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.04 

Totals  . 

0.05 

0.08 

0.07 

0.08 

0.04 
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DISINFECTION 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  DISINFECTANTS 

Disinfectants  of  proved  potency  are  provided  free  to  the  occupiers  of 
houses  where  infectious  disease  has  occurred,,  and  in  cases  where  there  are 
exceptional  circumstances.  Other  persons  who  desire  supplies  are  charged 
a  small  amount  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  disinfectant. 

Information  on  the  correct  use  of  these  agents  is  given  by  the  public 
health  inspectors. 


Section  V 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Part  III 

Welfare  Services 
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ADMINISTRATION 

The  Authority’s  Welfare  Services,  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  continued  to  be  controlled  by  the  Health  and  Social  Services  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  total  number  of  staff  employed  on  Welfare  Services  at  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1969,  was  87,  made  up  as  follows  : - 


Administrative  and  Clerical  (including  persons  in  charge  of  Homes)  17 

Home  Staffs  (other  than  person  in  charge)  .  58 

Flats  for  the  Aged  —  Part-time  Wardens .  6 

Staff  employed  at  Social  and  Handicraft  Centres 

(including  Occupational  Therapist)  .  4 

Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind  2 
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RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  aged  persons  provided  with 
residential  accommodation  as  at  the  31st  December,  1969  : 


Douglas  Bank  Woodlands 

No.  Springfield  House  Norley  Hall  Rockwood  Hall 

(61)  (31)  (38)  (19)  (40) 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Over  90  .  —  1  2  3  —  —  —  —  —  — 

85  -  90  2  13  1  —  6  1  —  —  —  — 

80  -  85  5  91943—353 

75  -  80  8726421355 

70  -  75  4512322153 

65  -  70  1  4  —323  1  —  14 

60  -  65  .  —  —  —  11  1  1311 

Mentally  and 

Physically  Infirm  —  3  —  —  2  3  —  2  44 


Average  ages  80.7  80.9  79.8  76.8  77.2 


Overall  Average  Age  79.9 

The  most  marked  feature  in  our  work  in  this  service  is  the  changing 
social  pattern  of  the  residents  in  Part  III  accommodation.  Shortage  of 
psychiatric  and  geriatric  hospital  beds  on  the  one  hand  and  the  provision 
of  warden  controlled  flatlet  accommodation  on  the  other  have  combined 
to  change  the  type  of  case  admitted  to  residential  units.  The  average  age  of 
residents  is  now  almost  80  years  and  an  increasing  proportion  are  very 
infirm  or  handicapped. 
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1969  will  be  memorable  to  us  as  the  year  when  the  112  years  old 
ex  Public  Assistance  Institution  was  vacated  and  the  residents  moved  to 
“Woodlands  Hall,”  a  new  40  bed  purpose  built  Home. 

The  accommodation  at  Woodlands  Hall”  is  arranged  in  three  vertically- 
integrated  units,  each  comprising  single  and  double  bedrooms  with  toilet 
and  bathing  facilities  sufficient  to  give  the  utmost  flexibility  in  accom¬ 
modating  both  men  and  women.  There  are  26  single  bedrooms  and  7  double 
bedrooms  each  equipped  with  a  wash  basin,  vanitory  unit,  bed  reading 
lights,  fitted  wardrobes  and  drawer  units.  A  passenger  lift  capable  of 
taking  wheelchairs  connects  the  three  floors. 

Television  facilities  have  been  included  in  three  sitting  rooms,  one 
situated  on  each  floor.  A  comfortable  lounge  has  been  incorporated  on  the 
front  comer  of  the  ground  floor,  the  outlook  from  which  should  provide 
considerable  interest  to  the  residents  as  it  overlooks  the  shopping  area  in 
Bradshaw  Street.  This  room  also  provides  scope  in  the  future  for  the  day 
care  of  persons  whose  circumstances  are  such  that  full  residential  accom¬ 
modation  is  not  required.  An  attractive  dining  room  has  been  provided 
with  an  adjoining  kitchen  complete  with  modem  cooking  appliances  to 
provide  full  catering  facilities  not  only  for  the  residents  but  also  for  the 
Department’s  “Meals  on  Wheels”  Service  which  provides  a  hot  mid-day 
meal  to  many  housebound  and  bedfast  people  in  the  Borough. 

During  1969  the  number  of  admissions  to  Part  III  accommodation 
was  as  follows  : 

M.  F. 


(1)  From  own  homes,  lodgings,  etc.  (including  short  stay)  22  102 

(2)  From  Hospitals  . .  16  12 

The  numbers  discharged  from  Part  III  accommodation  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Number  dying  in  Homes  .  8  12 

(2)  Number  transferred  to  Hospital  .  22  24 

(3)  Number  discharged  elsewhere  3  — - 

(4)  Number  leaving  after  “short-stay”  8  70 


SHORT  TERM  CARE 

This  is  an  extremely  valuable  service  for  it  enables  families  and 
individuals  who  are  devotedly  caring  for  their  aged  relatives  and  friends 
to  have  a  brief  respite  perhaps  to  proceed  on  holiday.  During  the  year 
“Short  term  care”  was  provided  for  78  persons. 

ADMISSION  ARRANGEMENTS 

Cases  for  admission  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  by 
personal  application,  by  relatives,  by  general  practitioners,  members  of 
the  Council.  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors,  and  so  on.  There 
is  always  a  considerable  number  of  persons  awaiting  admission,  and  it  will 
be  obvious  that  to  admit  applicants  on  a  “first  come  -  first  served”  basis 
would  be  impracticable.  Some  cases  are  of  a  more  urgent  nature  and  the 
date  of  application  is  therefore  ignored  in  assessing  priority.  All  cases  are 
visited  frequently  and  as  a  vacancy  arises  it  is  allocated  to  an  aged  person 
in  most  urgent  need  of  care. 
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Where  hospital  patients  are  lit  for  discharge  but  unable  to  return 
home  for  any  reason  they  are  interviewed  by  a  welfare  officer  and  their 
names  are  entered  on  the  waiting  list.  In  this  sphere, ,  close  liaison  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  Consultant  Geriatrician  and  the  Almoners. 

WAITING  LIST 

At  the  31st  December,  1969,  61  old  people  were  awaiting  admission. 
Unfortunately,  the  opening  of  “Woodlands  Hall”  did  not  provide  any 
extra  beds. 

CHARGES  FOR  ACCOMMODATION 

The  Standard  Charge  for  the  year  was  £9  11s.  6d.  per  week  but 
residents  are  assessed  to  pay  according  to  their  means  and  few  are  called 
on  to  pay  at  this  rate. 


HOMELESS  FAMILIES 

On  the  closure  of  temporary  accommodation  at  the  Welfare  Home 
following  the  rehousing  of  the  remaining  two  families,  a  joint  meeting  of 
representatives  of  the  Health  and  Social  Services  Committee,  Children’s, 
Housing  and  Education  Committees  was  held  in  January,  1969,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  future  arrangements  for  homeless  families  in  the  Borough. 

EMERGENCY  ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  event  of  families  being  made  homeless  following  fire  or  flood 
it  was  considered  that  sufficient  coverage  could  be  given  by  temporary 
tenancies  of  Council  houses  and  emergency  overnight  accommodation  in 
Part  III  Hostels  and,  for  a  major  catastrophe,  the  use  of  Rest  Centres 
designated  for  Civil  Defence  purposes. 

UNSATISFACTORY  FAMILIES 

The  real  problem  to  be  faced  was  that  of  how  to  deal  with  completely 
unsatisfactory  families.  It  was  realised  that  a  good  deal  of  social  case  work 
would  be  required  in  order  to  make  possible  proper  assessment  and  re¬ 
habilitation  of  these  families  especially  those  with  long  standing  multiple 
problems. 

In  order  to  reduce,  as  far  as  possible,  the  number  of  families  who 
might  face  eventual  eviction  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  intensive  case  work 
as  soon  as  the  family  falls  into  four  weeks  arrears  with  the  rent.  The 
Housing  Department  operate  an  early  warning  system  by  notifying  both 
Health  and  Children’s  Departments  of  all  families  in  arrears.  In  order  that 
this  intensive  case  work  could  be  carried  out  efficiently  two  extra  Trainee 
Social  Workers  were  appointed,  one  to  assist  the  Family  Case  Worker  and 
one  to  assist  the  Child  Care  Officer  dealing  with  family  case  work. 

The  division  of  cases  between  these  departments  is  made  on  the  basis 
of  previous  detailed  casework  involving  families  by  the  departments  con¬ 
cerned.  Cases  involving  childless  families,  or  with  dependants  over  18  years, 
and  handicapped  persons  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Welfare  Services  Section. 
Other  cases  to  be  dealt  with  by  Family  Case  Worker  and  Children’s  Depart- 


WOODLANDS  HALL 


TELEVISION  LOUNGE 
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ment.  It  is  encouraging  to  report  that  since  this  scheme  came  into  operation 
no  family  dealt  with  by  the  Family  Case  Worker  or  by  Social  Workers  of 
Welfare  Services  has  been  evicted.  Further  information  is  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Family  Case  Worker. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 
DOMICILIARY  VISITING 

Aged  persons  living  alone  in  Wigan  : 


Ward 

Men 

Women 

Ward 

Men 

Women 

Lindsay  . 

.  45 

137 

Whitley  . 

38 

171 

Whelley 

40 

106 

Lamberhead 

31 

172 

Scholes  . 

.  84 

296 

Marsh  Green 

26 

111 

Foolstock 

93 

332 

Newtown  . 

..  43 

184 

Beech  Hill 

.  55 

298 

Rosehiii 

68 

242 

Gidlow  . 

.  60 

268 

Highfield 

10 

25 

Swinley 

.  33 

200 

Worsley  Mesnes 

9 

69 

A  register  of  these  people  is  kept  in  the  Department  and  the  inform¬ 
ation  includes  particulars  of  relatives  and  friends  with  the  frequency  of 
visitation,  the  family  doctor,  nature  of  any  disability,  an  indication  of 
services  provided,  together  with  a  resume  of  the  social  conditions  and 
financial  circumstances. 

Social  Workers  made  3,933  visits  to  aged  people  living  in  their  own 
homes.  Advice  and  guidance  has  been  welcomed,  and  a  pre-paid  postcard 
was  left  with  each  person  so  that,  in  the  event  of  their  requiring  any  assistance, 
advice  or  welfare  services  in  any  way,  they  had  only  to  post  the  card  and  a 
Welfare  Officer  would  visit  to  render  any  assistance  that  might  be  required. 
The  elderly  appear  to  be  bewildered  by  die  complexity  of  the  social  services, 
and  simple  matters  become  to  them,  problems  of  considerable  difficulty.  It 
is  considered  that  the  solution  of  these  problems  by  the  Welfare  Officers 
made  a  difference  to  the  mental  contentment  of  the  old  persons  concerned. 

Excellent  relationships  exist  between  officers  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security  and  those  of  the  Department.  There  is  an 
interchange  of  information  regarding  old  people  for  whose  benefit  the 
services  of  either  authority  are  being  provided. 

WARDEN  CONTROLLED  FLATLETS  FOR  THE  AGED 

There  are  now  213  flatlets  in  seven  units  : 


Thorburn  House  33  flatlets 

Alexandra  House  .  25  flatlets 

Clifton  House  25  flatlets 

Acton  House  25  flatlets 

Hindley  House  .  25  flatlets 

*Brackley  House  40  flatlets 

Winster  House  .  40  flatlets 
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*  Five  aged  persons  bungalows  are  connected  by  communication 
system  to  the  Warden’s  flat. 

The  Welfare  Services  Section  has  been  closely  involved  with  the 
provision  of  community  amenities,  the  appointment  of  wardens  and  the 
assessment  of  priorities  for  admission. 

Handicraft  Classes  are  held  in  the  Communal  Lounge  on  one  after¬ 
noon  each  week  and  film  shows  are  given  periodically  by  the  Wigan  Cine 
Club.  These  are  much  appreciated  by  the  tenants,  and  have  been  a  means 
of  their  getting  to  know  each  other  more  easily. 

The  combination  of  independence  and  companionship  works  well  in 
practice,  and  the  presence  of  a  Warden,  who  can  offer  assistance  in  case  of 
illness  or  emergency  removes  the  fear  which  otherwise  hangs  over  aged 
persons  who  live  alone. 


OTHER  SERVICES 
Holidays  at  “Rockwood,”  Colwyn  Bay 

Holidays  at  the  Council’s  Aged  Persons  Home  at  Colwyn  Bay  were 
provided  for  aged  persons  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention  for  a 
limited  period,  whose  relatives  or  friends  were  themselves  desirous  of  taking 
a  holiday  but  who  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  were  prepared  to  care  for 
them  in  their  own  homes. 

Section  47 — Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section  during 
the  year.  Cases  have  arisen  where  Section  47  procedure  might  have  been 
applied  but  which  have  been  avoided  due  to  the  satisfactory  re-adjustment 
of  the  old  person’s  mode  of  life,  habits,  etc.,  made  possible  through  the 
efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 

Section  48 — Protection  of  Movable  Property 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  requesting  the  Authority 
to  provide  protection  of  movable  property. 

Section  50 — Burial  of  the  Dead 

Under  this  Section  of  the  Act,  Local  Authorities  must  accept  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died 
or  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  where  it  appears  that  no  other  person  or 
organisation  will  do  so.  The  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the 
cost  of  burial  of  patients  dying  in  hospital  could  be  a  proper  charge  on 
health  service  funds  has  somewhat  relieved  the  financial  burden. 

During  the  year,  the  service  was  provided  in  two  cases. 
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WELFARE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

SECTION  29  —  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  functions  of  the  Authority  are  administered  on  an  agency  basis 
by  the  Wigan,  Leigh  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind.  Two  Home  Teachers 
are  employed  and  seconded  to  the  Society  for  duty.  The  Society  provides 
sheltered  employment  and  training  for  suitable  blind  persons,  enabling  them 
to  engage  in  work  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 

The  Home  Teaching  Service  is  operated  by  the  Society  and  is  available 
to  all  types  of  people  v/ho  have  become  blind.  The  needs  vary  considerably — 
financial  assistance,  education,  training  for  employment,  pastime  occu¬ 
pations,  handicrafts  and  cultural  interests.  In  the  course  of  their  duties, 
the  Home  Teachers  endeavour  to  establish  a  friendly  contact  between 
themselves  and  the  blind  persons,  so  as  to  inspire  confidence  and  under¬ 
standing  in  their  association.  Regular  visiting  in  their  homes  is  carried  out 
and  help  given  regarding  housing,  home-help  service,  etc.  The  Home 
Teachers  also  act  as  escorts  to  blind  persons  attending  hospital. 

The  care  of  the  Deaf  Blind  persons  without  speech  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  problems  confronting  the  Home  Teacher.  All  Deaf  Blind  persons 
must  have  regular  visits  and  means  of  communication^  e.g..  The  Manual 
Alphabet)  must  be  taught  and  used. 

The  Society  act  as  agents  for  the  “British  Wireless  for  the  Blind” 
Fund  and  install  and  maintain  all  sets  free  of  charge. 

The  Health  and  Social  Services  Committee  pay  the  rentals  on  28 
Talking  Book  Machines  which  have  been  loaned  to  blind  persons  and  are 
much  appreciated. 

Extra  amenities,  such  as  trips  to  the  seaside,  holiday  grants,  Christmas 
grants  and  all  kinds  of  social  activities  are  provided  by  the  Society  from 
the  Voluntary  Fund  and  it  is  only  by  the  generosity  of  the  many  donors 
to  the  Fund  that  the  Society  is  able  to  provide  these  services  to  the  blind 
people  of  the  area. 
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Classification  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  by  Age  Groups 

Total  Register  New  Cases  Registered  during 

31.12.69  1969 

Age  at  Registration 


Age  Group 

M 

F 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1  . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

D  . 

4  . 

5  -  10  . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

11  -  15 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

- — 

16  -  20  . 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

21  -  29 

2 

— 

2 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

30  -  39 

4 

1 

5 

- — 

— 

■ — 

40  -  49  . 

5 

7 

12 

— 

— 

- — 

50  -  59  . 

9 

6 

15 

2 

1 

3 

60  -  64 

5 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

65  -  69 

6 

7 

13 

— 

1 

1 

70  -  79 

16 

22 

38 

1 

- — - 

1 

80  -  84 

6 

15 

21 

1 

4 

5 

85  -  89  . 

5 

9 

14 

— 

2 

2 

90  and  over 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

66 

76 

142 

6 

9 

15 

Ages  at  which  Blindness  Occurred 

Total  Register 

New  Cases  Registered  during 

1969 

Age  Group 

M 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0  . . . 

i 

10 

6 

16 

2 

— 

2 

1  . 

2  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

4  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5  -  10  . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

11  -  15  . 

1 

2 

3 

- - 

— 

— 

16  -  20 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

21  -  29 

6 

4 

10 

— 

— 

— 

30  -  39 

7 

2 

9 

_ 

— 

— . 

40  -  49  . 

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

50  -  59  . 

8 

6 

14 

2 

1 

3 

60  -  64 

7 

13 

20 

— 

1 

1 

65  -  69 

6 

11 

17 

— 

— 

— 

70  -  79  . 

7 

17 

24 

1 

1 

2 

80  -  84 

5 

5 

10 

1 

3 

4 

85  -  89  . 

2 

3 

5 

_ 

3 

3 

90  and  over 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 


76  142 


6 


9 


15 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1969,  15  names  were  added 
to  the  Register  of  Blind  Persons  and  25  were  removed.  Details  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  registered  blind  persons  at  31.12.1968  151 

Registered  1st  January  to  3 1st  December,  1969  15 

Transfers  into  area  .  — 

Re-certified  .  1  16 

167 

Deaths  .  23 

Transfers  out  of  area  .  2 

De-certified  .  —  25 


Number  on  Register  at  31.12.69  142 


The  cause  of  Blindness  in  the  above  new  cases  was  as  follows  : 

Males  Females 


Cataract  .  1  3 

Cerebral  Amamosis  .  —  1 

Glaucoma  —  3 

Macular  Degeneration  4  1 

Microphthalmus  .  1  — 

Papilloedema  .  — -  1 

Vitreous  Fibrosis  .  1  — 


Total  7  9 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  : 


(1)  Number  of  cases  registered  as  blind  Cause  of  Disability 

during  the  year  in  respect  of  which  Retrolental 

Sec.  F.  Para.  1  of  Forms  B.D.8  Cataract  Glaucoma  Fibroplasia  Others 
recommends  : 

(a)  No  treatment  .  1  1  —  5 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical 

or  optical)  .  3  2  —  4 


(2)  Number  of  cases  at  (l)(b)  above 
which,  on  the  follow-up  action,  have 

received  treatment .  12  —  4 


(3)  Number  of  cases  at  (2)  : 

(a)  Vision  improved 

(b)  Sight  restored  . 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of 

year  . 


1 


2 


4 
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Follow-up  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons  : 


(1)  Number  of  cases  registered  as  par¬ 
tially  sighted  during  the  year  1969  Cause  of  Disability 

in  respect  of  which  Sec.  F.  Para.  1  Retrolental 

of  Forms  B.D.8  recommends  :  Cataract  Glaucoma  Fibroplasia  Others 

(a)  No  treatment .  — ■  1  —  2 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical 

or  optical)  .  1  3  —  6 


(2)  Number  of  cases  at  (l)(b)  above 
which,  on  follow  up  action  have 

received  treatment .  13—6 

(3)  Number  of  cases  at  (2)  above  in 
which  : 

(a)  Vision  improved  .  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Sight  restored  —  —  —  — 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year  .  —  3  —  6 


Register  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  : 


Registered  at  31.12.69  Registered  during  1969 

Age  Group  M  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

2-4  —  —  —  1  —  1 

5  -  15  .  5  2  7  —  —  — 

16  -  20  .  1—1  — 

21  -  49  .  5  3  8  1  —  1 

50  -  64  .  2  6  8  _33 

65  and  over  11  23  34  2  4  6 


24  34  58 


4  7  11 


WELFARE  OF  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Four  blind  children,  who  have  been  ascertained  under  the  Education 
Act  (Handicapped  Ptipils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations)  as  being 
in  need  of  special  educational  treatment,  are  being  maintained  by  the 
Authority  as  follows  : 

Male  Female 


St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Blind,  West  Derby  Liverpool  1  — 

Wavertree  School  for  the  Blind  .  —  1 

The  Royal  Normal  College,  Rowton,  Shrewsbury 

(Further  Education)  .  —  1 

Queen  Alexandra  College,  Harborne,  Birmingham 

(Pre- Vocational  Training)  —  1 
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WORKSHOP  EMPLOYMENT 

The  types  of  employment  and  extent  of  provision  available  for 
Borough  cases  are  as  follows  : 


Brush  making  .  4 

Basket  making  .  2 

Machine  knitters  .  1 

Piano  tuning . .  1 

Salesman  .  1 

Cleaner  .  1 

Labourer  1 


HOME  WORKERS 

There  is  no  Home  Workers’  Scheme  in  Wigan, 

PLACEMENT  IN  OPEN  INDUSTRY 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  agreed  for  carrying  out  the 
placement  of  blind  persons  in  open  industry  : 

( 1 )  That  each  case  within  the  area  of  the  Wigan  County  Borough  be  dealt 
with  as  it  arises. 

(2)  That  the  operation  of  the  placement  service  be  dealt  with  jointly  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,,  through  the  Welfare  Services  Section, 
the  Voluntary  Society  for  the  Blind,  through  the  Superintendent,  and 
the  Local  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer. 


WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF 

The  functions  of  the  Authority  are,  in  accordance  with  the  Approved 
scheme,  administered  on  an  agency  basis  by  the  Wigan  and  District  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Society,  acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan. 


DEAF  REGISTER  —  GROUPING 
Children  under  16  : 

Attending  Special  School . 

Persons  16  and  upwards  : 

Employed  . 

Unemployed  but  capable  of,  and  available  for, 

training  for  work  . 

Incapable  of,  or  not  available  for,  work 


Male  Female 


7  3 

26  7 

—  2 

8  15 

41  27 


68 
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Register  of  the  Deaf  defined  as  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  25/61 


MALE 

Under 

16  years 

16-64  years 

Deaf  without  speech 

7 

18 

Deaf  with  speech 

— 

4 

FEMALE 

Deaf  without  speech 

3 

12 

Deaf  with  speech 

— 

4 

65  years 
and  over 
8 

4 

8 


WELFARE 

The  Society  places  great  importance  on  the  well-being  of  deaf  persons 
throughout  the  area,  whether  it  be  in  their  own  home  or  in  the  outside  world 
and,  to  this  end,  visits  are  made  regularly  to  the  old,  sick  and  infirm  deaf 
and  assistance  given  in  many  ways  with  the  many  difficulties  and  problems 
which  arise. 

In  the  sphere  of  employment  too,  much  time  is  spent  in  placing  the 
deaf  in  suitable  employment  and,  in  co-operation  with  the  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officers  of  the  Department  of  Employment  and  with  the 
Youth  Employment  Officers  in  the  placement  of  the  deaf  school  leaver, 
every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  deaf  person  is  usefully  and  happily 
employed  and  content. 

Interpretation  in  situations  when  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  every¬ 
thing  is  understood  by  the  deaf  is  perhaps  the  most  important  aspect  of 
our  work  and,  in  this  context,  assistance  is  given  throughout  the  year  in 
Hospitals,  Doctor’s  Surgeries,  Local  Government  Departments,  Solicitors’ 
and  Police  Offices. 


SOCIAL 

The  pattern  of  the  social  life  remains  much  the  same  with  members 
participating  in  social  events  in  the  club  and  various  outside  activities 
taking  place  which  cater  for  our  younger  members.  At  certain  times,  visits 
are  made  to  other  clubs  for  the  deaf  and  members  value  this  very  much. 

Church  Services  are  held  each  week  in  the  Chapel  at  the  Centre  and 
celebrations  of  Holy  Communion  and  Holy  Mass  also  take  place  each  month. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Males  Females 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Deaf,  Blackpool  ...  2  1 

WELFARE  OF  THE  HARD  OF  HEARING 

There  are  252  known  hard  of  hearing  persons  in  the  Wigan  Borough 

area. 

During  the  year,  help  was  provided  through  the  Local  Society  for  the 
Deaf  in  obtaining  repairs  of  Medresco  Hearing  Aids.  Advice  and  assistance 
have  also  been  given  in  individual  cases.  There  is  a  local  Hard  of  Hearing 
Fellowship  which  has  a  membership  of  30. 
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HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  (General  Classes) 
Classification  of  Generally  Handicapped  Persons  : 


Amputation 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 
Congenital  Malformation 
Diseases 

Injuries  . 

Organic  Nervous  Diseases 

Other  Nervous  &  Mental  Deformities 

T.B.  (Respiratory)  . 

T.B.  (non-Respiratory)  . 

Other  disorder  (not  specified  above) 


Adults 

Children 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M.  ] 

F. 

38 

8 

1 

47 

18 

25 

—  — 

43 

24 

16 

1 

41 

68 

32 

—  _ 

100 

74 

11 

—  _ 

85 

76 

73 

1 

150 

21 

16 

—  __ 

37 

11 

5 

—  _ 

16 

3 

— 

—  _ 

3 

8 

7 

—  — 

15 

341 

193 

3 

537 

HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  (Accommodation) 


Five  Handicapped  Persons  are  in  accommodation  provided  by  other 
authorities  as  follows  : 


Males  Females 


Maghull  Homes  for  Epileptics  .  —  2 

Cripples’  Help  Society,  Tan-y-Bryn,  Abergele  —  1 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Home  for  Epileptics,  Much  Ha  dam  —  1 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  1  — 


ADAPTATIONS 

The  Scheme  authorises  the  Council  to  incur  expenditure  on  alterations 
to  the  homes  of  handicapped  persons  so  as  to  assist  them  to  overcome  the 
effects  of  their  disability.  Most  applications  arise  as  a  result  of  the 
proposed  issue  of  wheelchairs  or  invalid  tricycles  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security,  when  there  is  a  need  for  assistance  towards 
the  cost  of  making  a  pavement  crossing  or  providing  an  access  path  to  the 
storage  shed.  Six  handicapped  people  were  helped  in  this  way  during  the 
year. 
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HANDICRAFTS 

Handicraft  classes  are  held  at  the  Social  Centres  in  Crompton  Street 
and  Timstall  Lane,  and  visits  are  made  to  homebound  handicapped  persons. 

During  the  year  223  classes  were  held  and  273  visits  made  to  the 
homebound. 

Handicapped  persons  are  taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  at 
the  Centres  and  have  been  encouraged  to  attend  the  handicraft  classes 
provided.  The  types  of  work  undertaken  by  the  men  are  rugmaking, 
basketry,  lampshades,  tapestry,  leatherwork;  the  main  occupations  of  the 
women  being  crochet  work,  embroidery,  hand  and  machine  knitting,  wood¬ 
work,  lampshades,  millinery  and  raffia  work. 

Ther  appears  to  be  a  very  happy  atmosphere  in  the  Classes  and  many 
new  friendships  have  been  made. 


OTHER  SERVICES 

Holidays  have  been  arranged  for  blind  and  other  severely  disabled 
persons  at  the  Aged  Persons’  Home  at  Colwyn  Bay,  and  Leonard  Cheshire 
Home,  Windermere. 

The  Council  operates  the  parking  badge  scheme  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  and  41  badges  have  been  issued  to  disabled  drivers 
living  in  Wigan.  Disabled  drivers  displaying  the  badges  on  their  vehicles 
are  allowed  to  park  free  of  charge  on  the  Council’s  car  parks. 


VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 

Considerable  help  has  been  given  by  the  Rotary  Club,  W.R.V.S., 
Red  Cross,  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees,  Churches,  Salvation  Army, 
Youth  Organisations  and  Dramatic  Societies  in  connection  with  the  welfare 
of  aged  and  handicapped  persons.  During  the  year  the  following  amenities 
were  provided  : 

Outings  for  handicapped  people ; 

Food  parcels  and  coal  to  needy  and  elderly  persons  ; 

Books,  magazines,  etc.,  to  Homes  and  Centres; 

Clothing  for  necessitous  cases; 

Visiting  elderly  persons; 

Complimentary  tickets  for  social  events; 

Film  shows. 


Section  VI 


Sanitary  Circumstances 

of  the  Area 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Borough  is  vested  in 
the  Makerfield  Water  Board.  During  the  year  the  sources  of  supply  remained 
unchanged  and  have  been  found  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  J.  Findlay,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the 
Board,  for  the  following  information  : 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  various  sources  remain  virtually  unchanged 
and  the  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  supplies  in  the  area  are  as 
follows  : 

No.  of  results  showing  Coliform  bacilli  Bact.Coli 


Coliform  bacilli  absent  present  (Type  1 )  present 
Raw  water  0  52  52 

Treated  water  113  3  0 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

Representative  results  from  each  major  source  are  shown  in  the  table 
on  page  118.  j  :  ;  ! 

The  waters  have  apparently  shown  no  tendency  towards  plumbo- solvent 
action  and  no  special  precautions  are  taken  apart  from  routine  chemical 
analysis  in  regard  to  this. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination  is  as  follows  : 

If  contamination  occurs  above  the  treatment  works,  this  is  either  com¬ 
batted  by  temporarily  increasing  chlorination,,  or  if  the  contamination  is  too 
serious  for  this  to  be  practicable,  the  supply  in  question  is  taken  out  of 
service  temporarily. 

In  the  case  of  contamination  showing  up  in  any  “district”  samples, 
immediate  re-sampling  is  undertaken,  and  in  the  event  of  this  confirming 
contamination,  the  main  or  service  affected  is  disconnected  and  chlorinated 
after  which  a  further  series  of  samples  are  taken  until  the  matter  is  cleared 
up. 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses  are  as  follows  : 


Dwelling  houses  27,002 

Population  .  79,780 


No  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 
727  new  houses  were  connected  during  the  year. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  sewered  and  drained.  The 
sewage  is  conducted  from  the  town  by  two  main  outfall  sewers  (27ins.  and 
36ins.  in  diameter)  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Hoscar — which  is 
seven  miles  distant.  Before  leaving  the  Town  the  sewage  is  passed  through 
detritus  tanks  and  fine  screens,  where  grit  and  gross  solid  matters  are 
removed  mechanically.  At  this  point,  storm  water  flows  in  excess  of  3  dry 
weather  flow  and  up  to  a  maximum  of  6  dry  weather  flow  are  treated  in 
the  storm  water  tanks.  During  storms  of  high  intensity,  flows  in  excess  of 
6  dry  weather  flow  pass  direct  into  the  River  Douglas. 

The  main  treatment  works  at  Hoscar  provides  full  treatment  for  five 
million  gallons  per  day,  dry  weather  flow,  of  sewage  and  trade  effluent.  One 
million  gallons  of  this  is  trade  effluent  from  a  food  factory. 

The  sewage  flow  enters  the  Hoscar  Works  via  the  outfall  Pumping 
Station,  designed  to  increase  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  outfall  sewers. 
Preliminary  settlement  is  carried  out  in  four  radial  flow  tanks  equipped  with 
electrically  operated  desludging  gear.  The  settled  sewage  gravitates  to  four 
batteries  of  biological  filters  designed  to  operate  as  either  single,  alternate 
double,  or  re-circulation  filters.  Two  automatic  pumping  stations  controlled 
by  flow  recorders  provide  accurate  proportioning  of  the  re-circulated 
effluents.  Before  passing  forward  to  the  River  Douglas  the  filtered  effluents 
receive  adequate  settlement  for  removal  of  filter  solids.  The  combined 
sludges  from  the  sedimentary  processes  are  treated  in  single  stage  heated 
digestion  tanks  prior  to  de -watering  on  sludge  drying  beds.  Four  dual  fuel 
engine  generating  sets,  designed  to  operate  on  diesel  oil,  or  on  methane  gas 
evolved  during  digestion  of  the  sludge,  have  been  installed.  These  provide 
the  whole  of  the  power  requirements  in  respect  of  pumping,  lighting  and 
heating  on  the  new  works. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1969,  the  following  amounts  of 
sewage  have  been  treated  at  the  Hoscar  and  Pemberton  Sewage  Works  : 


Pemberton  Storm  Water  Works  470,565,000  gallons 

Hoscar  Works  .  2,999,660,000  „ 

Total  Sewage  Treated  3,470,225,000  „ 


Total  solids  removed,  detritus  tanks  and  screen  chambers, 
Pemberton  . . 

Total  solids  removed,  Hoscar  Works 

Total  dried  sludge  recovered,  Hoscar  Works  (Dry  solids) 

Weight  of  dried  solids  per  million  gallons  of  sewage 

Rainfall  for  year  (Hoscar  Works)  . 


3,302  tons 


52,314 

1,407 


>5 


0.469  „ 

3 1.62  inches 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 

This  imposing  building,  at  the  junction  of  Library  Street  and  Chapel 
Lane,  houses  a  complex  of  three  Swimming  Pools,  Sauna  and  Russian  Baths, 
Private  Baths  and  Showers.  Overlooking  the  main  pool  is  a  cafe. 

The  International  Swimming  Pool  was  opened  in  May,  1Q66,  and  has 
been  visited  by  swimming  enthusiasts  and  architects  from  many  parts  of 
the  world.  The  pool  is  165  ft.  long  by  42  ft.  with  diving  facilities  up  to 
ten  metres. 

The  two  other  pools  are  used  for  coaching  and  teaching.  A  glance  at 
the  attendance  figures  will  confirm  that  the  service  is  adequately  used. 


BATHERS  1969 

Swimming  .  ...  .  424,334 

Education  Department  (children  under  instruction ^  165.065 

Private  Baths  and  Showers  22,253 

Russian  Bath  9,5  SS 

Sauna  Bath  (opened  September,  1969"  1,316 


622,550 


Number  of  Bathers  during  the  past  five  vears  : 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 


226,536 
391,7*  14 
448,314 
603,520 
622,556 


SAMPLING  OF  WATER 


During  the  year  55  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  from  the  various  pools  of  the  public  baths  and  all  but  one 
sample  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  subsequent 

samples  pro\ed  to  be  satisfactory  after  chlorine  adjustment.  The  results  are 
as  shown  below  : 


Number  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Main  Bath 

20 

20 

Training  Pool 

17 

17 

Teaching  Pool 

18 

17 

Unsatisfactory 


1 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Mr.  E.  Cox,  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing,  has  supplied  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars  : 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Dry  house  refuse  and  trade  refuse  was  collected  by  mechanical  trans¬ 
port  and  80  °/c  was  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

NIGHTSOIL  AND  PAIL  REFUSE 

The  refuse  ^ 285  tons)  was  disposed  of  direct  to  farmers  as  manure. 
All  pails  were  washed  and  disinfected  after  each  collection. 

TRADE  REFUSE 

Fixed  charges  were  introduced  on  1st  November,  1950,  for  the  removal 
of  trade  refuse.  The  shops  and  business  premises  in  the  town  centre  had 
a  daily  collection. 

A  large  amount,  ^6.604  tons)  of  refuse  was  delivered  at  the  tipping 
site  by  private  traders  and  contractors. 

A  scale  of  charges,  in  accordance  with  vehicle  capacity  was  operated. 

GULLY  CLEANSING 

During  the  yea r,  11,286  gullies  were  emptied. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  following  conveniences  and  urinals  were  maintained  and  cleansed 
by  the  Department  : 

1  public  convenience  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  attendants. 

8  public  conveniences  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  without  attendants. 

11  public  urinals. 

All  urinals  were  cleaned  and  inspected  twice  a  day,  once  on  Sundays. 
GENERAL 

The  quantity  of  refuse  dealt  with  by  the  Refuse  Disposal  Plant  during 
the  year  1969  was  5,338  tons,  and  the  quantity  tipped  was  28,945  tons. 
In  April,  1950,  the  Corporation  introduced  a  Dustbins  Renewal  Scheme 
as  a  direct  rate  charge.  During  the  year,  1,239  bins  were  renewed  and  464 
sold  to  private  properties  not  included  in  the  scheme.  In  addition,  27  bulk 
containers  were  supplied  for  use  at  the  new  blocks  of  flats  and  certain 
industrial  premises. 

122,000,000  square  yards  of  street  wrere  swept  during  the  year. 


CREMATION 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his  Deputy  and  the  two  Medical 
Officers  in  Department,  act  as  medical  referees  to  the  Corporation 
Crematorium.  During  the  year,  1,100  certificates  for  cremation  were  issued. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION 

Mr.  J.  B.  Marsh,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports  : 

A  full  complement  of  public  health  inspectors  and  other  staff  was 
sustained  during  the  year  and  a  full  measure  of  activity  was  maintained  over 
the  wide  range  of  duties  for  which  the  section  is  responsible.  During  the 
year  the  scope  of  the  rodent  control  service  was  enlarged  to  embrace  a 
wider  range  of  pests.  The  new  pest  control  service  staff  was  increased  by 
the  addition  of  a  technical  assistant  and  a  pest  control  operative  to  the 
existing  rodent  control  operators,  and  a  van  for  the  exclusive  use  of  this 
section  was  purchased.  Not  only  was  this  section  to  carry  out  disinfestation 
of  all  council  owned  properties  but  it  was  also  to  be  available  on  a  com¬ 
mercial  basis  for  the  treatment  of  industrial,  commercial  and  private 
premises  in  the  town.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a  backlog  of  work  had  been 
removed  and  all  complaints  dealt  with.  In  addition  some  15  firms  had 
engaged  the  service  on  a  contract  basis  for  regular  inspection  and  treatment. 

The  momentum  of  the  Borough’s  Smoke  Control  Area  programme 
was  increased  with  the  making  of  the  No.  7  Order.  This  order,  affecting 
the  Swinley  District,  a  dense  area  of  housing,  should  have  an  enormous 
effect  when  all  the  conversions  have  been  carried  out.  There  are  1,773 
premises  contained  in  an  area  of  254  acres.  Conversions  are  well  under 
way.  The  year  ended  on  an  ominous  note  when  the  first  fears  of  inadequate 
supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  filtered  through.  It  would  indeed  be  tragic 
if  any  slowing  up  or  suspension  of  the  smoke  control  programme  was  to  take 
place  owing  to  shortage  of  fuel  when  firm  guarantees  of  adequacy  have  been 
given  with  every  Smoke  Control  Order. 

Compared  with  last  year  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  rehousing 
people  from  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Some  571  unfit  houses  were 
demolished  and  348  families  comprising  859  persons  were  rehoused.  1968 
had  been  an  exceptional  year  for  completions  and  this  year’s  figures  were 
more  in  accord  with  the  Council’s  programme.  During  the  year  six  clearance 
areas  were  represented  to  the  Council  involving  some  769  houses  for  future 
clearance. 

Once  again  an  annual  cycle  of  general  inspections  was  maintained  on 
all  the  premises  registerable  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  registered  premises 
particularly  in  the  retail  and  wholesale  distributive  trades.  The  same  fall 
was  reflected  in  the  number  of  persons  employed  but  this  reduction  was 
entirely  confined  to  the  male  labour  force. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances  and 

complaints  .  1,614 

Re-visits  to  nuisances  2,236 

Nuisances  discovered  931 

Nuisances  abated  799 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  344 
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Notices  issued  (formal)  . 190 

Letters  issued  re  Nuisances  .  259 

Visits  to  premises  re  Housing  Acts .  1,053 

Re-visits  to  premises  re  Housing  Acts  .  1,083 

Visits  to  premises  re  Improvement  Grants  .  716 

Re-visits  to  premises  re  Improvement  Grants .  723 

Visits  to  premises  re  Standard  Grants  .  166 

Re-visits  to  premises  re  Standard  Grants  53 

Visits  re  Certificates  of  Disrepair  .  6 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drainage)  .  632 

premises  re  applications  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses  16 

verminous  premises  .  265 

Visits  re  Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  156 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  .  3,519 

Visits  re  Offensive  trades  .  14 

Diseases  of  x\nimals  Act,  1969  69 

Visits  to  markets  .  66 

butchers’  shops  81 

food  preparers  61 

caterers  .  251 

other  food  shops  .  952 

dairies  .  4 

milkshops  .  6 

ice  cream  maufacturers  3 

ice-cream  shops .  43 

bakehouses  .  76 

delivery  vans  and  stalls  1,432 

licensed  premises  303 

houses  in  multiple  occupation  73 

factories — power  .  218 

factories — non  power  3 

cinemas  .  5 

places  of  entertainment  11 

Shops  re  Shops  Act  256 

Shops  Act  observations  79 

Visits  re  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  2,512 

rats  and  mice — dwellings  1,777 

„  „  other  premises  .  785 

smoke  abatement  .  3,965 

Reports  to  Director  of  Public  Works  re  dangerous  structures  27 

Watercourse  inspections  .  1 

Visits  re  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act .  34 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  .  4 

Rag  Flock  Act .  8 

Nightdress  (Safety)  Regulations  .  16 

Visits  to  Pet  Shops  .  1 

„  Animal  Boarding  establishments  5 

Other  visits  made  .  1,077 
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SAMPLES  OBTAINED 

Foods  and  Drugs  226 

Water  (for  chemical  analysis)  .  2 

Water,  Milk  and  Ice-Cream  (for  bacteriological  examination)  444 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  6 

Rag  flock  4 


DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

Council  Properties  inspected  301 

„  „  sprayed  432 

Private  Dwellings  inspected  99 

„  „  sprayed  52 

Business  Premises  inspected  24 

„  ,,  sprayed  19 


AIR  POLLUTION 

The  investigation  of  air  pollution  is  carried  out  by  the  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory,  a  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology.  The  Council  is  a 
contributor  to  the  national  survey  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide.  The 
equipment  used  is  standard  and  consists  of  a  deposit  gauge,  the  contents 
of  which  are  analysed  monthly,  and  a  daily  smoke  filter  and  volumetric 
sulphur  dioxide  apparatus.  Below  is  a  monthly  analysis  of  the  grit  fallout 
collected  by  the  deposit  gauge. 


DEPOSIT  GAUGE  AT  WIGAN  INFIRMARY 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Month 
-ly  Av. 

Total  Solids 
(tons/sq.  mile) 

10.90 

8.10 

10.60 

9.06 

10.55 

10.67 

5.18 

5.88 

6.82 

6.60 

12.60 

10.01 

8.91 

Insoluble  Solids 
(tons/sq.  mile) 

5.41 

4.37 

5.84 

4.58 

6.04 

6.80 

3.28 

3.18 

3.90 

3.42 

3.57 

4.55 

4.56 

DOMESTIC  POLLUTION 

The  County  Borough  of  Wigan  (No.  5)  Smoke  Control  Order,  1968, 
which  affects  1,504  premises  sited  in  the  South  west  coiner  of  the  Borough 
and  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan  (No.  6)  Smoke  Control  Order,  1968, 
which  affects  494  premises  sited  to  the  North  of  the  Borough  were  brought 
into  operation  on  the  1st  July  and  the  1st  September  respectively.  In 
addition  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan  (No.  7)  Smoke  Control  Order, 
1969,  affecting  1,773  premises  adjacent  to  the  No.  6  Smoke  Control  Area 
was  made  by  the  Town  Council  on  7th  May  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  26th  August.  This  area  will  come  into 


107 


operation  on  the  1st  September,  1970,  and  work  of  converting  firegrates  is 
at  present  proceeding. 

The  No.  8  proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  which  contains  879  premises 
has  been  surveyed  and  a  further  proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  (No. 9) 
is  under  surveyance.  It  is  hoped  that  the  orders  will  be  made  in  the  near 
future. 

The  position  as  regards  smoke  control  areas  made  by  the  Town  Coun¬ 
cil  is  now  as  follows  : 

SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS 

Other 


Acres 

Dwellings 

Factories 

Premises  Date  of  Operation 

No.  1 

97 

870 

1 

24 

1st  July,  1962 

No.  2  .... 

609 

621 

3 

35 

1st  December,,  1962 

No.  3  .... 

550 

1501 

2 

18 

1st  December,  1963 

No.  4  .  . 

64 

629 

1 

297 

1st  August,  1968 

No.  5  .... 

647 

1471 

1 

32 

1st  July,  1969 

No.  6 

181 

491 

— 

3 

1st  September,  1969 

No.  7  ... 

254 

1736 

1 

36 

1st  September,  1970 

No  8  ... 

159 

865 

1 

13 

An  indication  of  the  progress  being  made  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
when  the  No.  8  Smoke  Control  Order  is  brought  into  operation  over  half 
of  the  area  of  the  Borough  will  be  subject  to  smoke  control. 

Smoke  emissions  from  domestic  premises  included  in  smoke  control 
areas  continue  to  give  rise  to  concern,  particularly  in  the  older  established 
smoke  control  areas  which  were  made  on  the  basis  of  soft  gas  coke.  Due 
to  technological  changes  in  the  gas  industry,  involving  the  rundown  of 
making  towns  gas  from  coal,  soft  coke  is  no  longer  readily  available  and  the 
alternative  premium  smokeless  fuels  are  not  at  present  being  produced  in 
sufficient  amounts  to  ensure  adequate  supplies  being  available  at  all  times, 
despite  concrete  assurance  from  nationalised  and  private  producers. 

In  an  attempt  to  minimise  this  problem  the  existing  soft  coke  burning 
grates  at  the  Marsh  Green  Housing  Estate  included  in  the  No.  3  Smoke 
Control  Order  are  at  present  being  converted  to  fan  assisted  grates  which 
will  enable  the  occupiers  to  burn  hard  coke. 

It  is  perhaps  ironic  that  in  the  midst  of  these  problems  of  smokeless 
fuel  supplies  Wigan  Gas  Works  is  continuing  to  make  towns  gas  from  coal 
and  therefore  producing  large  amounts  of  soft  coke  which  if  available  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  area. 
Unfortunately,  the  majority  of  this  fuel,  the  Department  is  informed,  is 
exported  to  Scandinavia. 

INDUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 

A  limited  number  of  complaints  have  been  received  concerning  smoke 
from  commercial  and  industrial  premises.  All  complaints  have  been 
investigated  and  where  necessary  management  warned  of  undue  smoke 
emissions. 
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CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 

Plans  showing  proposals  to  erect  21  new  chimneys  were  received.  In 
each  case  a  satisfactory  height  was  agreed  upon  and  the  plans  subsequently 
passed. 

PRIOR  APPROVAL  OF  BOILER  PLANT 

Proposals  to  install  new  boiler  equipment  were  received  from  20 
applicants.  All  the  plans  were  approved  as  being  satisfactory. 


SMOKE  OFFENCES 

During  the  year  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  under 
Section  16  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  offensive  trade  premises  in  the  Borough  comprise  1  Fell  Monger 
and  1  Gut  Scraper — both  factories  being  situated  away  from  the  residential 
areas.  Many  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises  and  no  cause  for 
complaint  has  been  found. 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  REGULATIONS,  1951 

Four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  of  the 
examinations  were  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACTS 

221  routine  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  other  premises  in  the 
area.  The  tables  below  show  the  conditions  found  and  action  taken.. 


Number  on 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

3 

202 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

303 

30 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  . 

16 

16 

Total  . . . 

322 

221 

30 

— 
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Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

PARTICULARS 

Found 

Remed  ied 

Referr 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

ed 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

1 

1 

______ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4).... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inflective  drainage  of  floors 

CS  6) 

_ 

\  /  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

29 

26 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Out- work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

33 

29 

— 

3 

— 

OUTWORKERS 

From  the  lists  received,  36  persons  were  engaged  on  outwork — 
19  in  basket  making,  16  in  packing  paper  products  (this  is  a  comparatively 
new  venture  in  this  district)  and  1  in  wearing  apparel. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


This  Act  makes  provision  for  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons 
employed  in  those  premises  and  its  provisions  follow  closely  those  of  the 
Factories  Act.  The  work  under  the  Act  is  the  subject  of  a  separate  annual 
report  made  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity.  The 
figures  appended  below  relate  to  those  premises  for  which  the  local  auth¬ 
ority  are  responsible.  In  the  main,  the  D.E.P.  is  responsible  for  those  offices 
in  factories,  crown  offices  and  local  authority  offices,  the  local  authority  is 
responsible  for  all  others. 


INSPECTIONS 

934  general  inspections  and  2,512  other  visits  were  made  during  the 

year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS  FOUND  DURING  GENERAL 
INSPECTIONS 


Eating  facilities  .  — 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  27 

Fencing,  exposed  parts  of  machinery  16 

Washing  facilities  .  31 

Supply  of  drinking  water  .  — 

Cleanliness  .  39 

Overcrowding  .  1 

Lighting  .  13 

Sanitary  Conveniences . 34 

Abstract  of  Act  .  43 

Clothing  Accommodation  .  3 

Sitting  facilities  .  1 

Temperature  (thermometers)  .  26 

Temperature  (heating)  .  14 

Ventilation  .  7 

First  Aid — General  Provisions  .  52 


REGISTERED  PREMISES 


Class  of  Premises 
Offices 

Shops  . 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishment  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 
Fuel  storage  depots 


No.  of  premises 
registered  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
duringyear 

290 

275 

517 

535 

53 

54 

72 

68 

2 

2 

NOTIFIABLE  ACCIDENTS 

Reports  of  74  notifiable  accidents  were  received  during  the  year.  Some 
65%  of  these  were  investigated  in  detail  and  recommendations  made  in 
most  cases.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in 
any  instance.  Once  again  the  greatest  number  of  accidents  resulted  from 
“falls”  of  persons.  Youthful  exuberance  in  a  coal  yard  almost  resulted  in  a 
fatal  accident  when  a  young  man  drove  a  lorry  without  authority  and 
another  young  man  mounting  the  running  board  narrowly  missed  serious 
injury  when  he  was  crushed  against  a  wall.  The  young  driver  was  unlicensed 
and  the  Committee  took  a  grave  view  of  this  prank  and  warned  both 
employees  of  the  seriousness  of  the  matter  and  informed  them  of  the  fact 
that  a  prosecution  could  ensue  from  such  an  act. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 

Class  of  Workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices  .  3,255 

Shops  .  2,428 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  890 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  755 

Canteens  .  17 

Fuel  storage  depots  22 


Total  7,367 

Total  males .  2,235 

Total  females  .  5,132 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

The  owner  of  premises  let  out  to  various  occupiers  was  prosecuted  for 
failure  to  provide  proper  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities  and 
lighting  to  common  passages.  He  was  fined  a  total  of  £45. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

Number  of  “Listed  Sellers”  on  register  .  48 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

These  premises  are  invariably  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In 
addition  to  routine  visits  all  the  places  of  entertainment  are  inspected  and 
reported  on  annually  prior  to  the  granting  of  the  licence. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Every  reported  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  is  investigated  in  addition  to 
routine  inspections.  All  domestic  infestations  are  treated  free  of  charge 
whilst  treatment  of  industrial  or  commercial  premises  is  charged  for.  Regular 
treatment  of  the  sewers  is  also  carried  out  by  using  the  acute  poison  sodium 
fluoracetamide. 

This  year  there  have  been  more  domestic  rat  infestations  reported  than 
for  a  very  long  time.  The  houses  generally  affected  are  newly  constructed 
ones  on  land  formerly  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  the  rats  gaining  access 
during  construction.  The  most  common  cause  of  infestation  v/as  due  to  the 
failure  of  contractors  to  seal  up  ducts  left  for  the  introduction  of  service 
pipes  to  the  dwelling.  All  contractors  have  been  warned  of  the  dangers. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Steady  progress  on  Slum  Clearance  Areas  was  maintained  and  the 
Housing  Section  kept  pace  with  the  Council’s  programme  by  representing 
six  areas  containing  769  houses.  This  represents  a  substantial  increase  on 
previous  years  and  means  a  large  step  forward  towards  solving  the  problem 


of  unlit  housing  within  the  Borough. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  PROPERTIES 

Number  of  unlit  houses  represented  to  committee  9 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  12 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  1 


CLEARANCE  AREAS— COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 

Prescott  Street  Order  containing  59  houses  was  confirmed. 

Miry  Lane/Snape  Street  Order  containing  10  houses  was  confirmed. 

Regent  Street/Greenough  Street  Order  containing  223  houses  was  confirmed 
Chadwick  Street/Byrom  Street  Order  containing  184  houses  was  submitted. 
Bradshaw  Street/Beaconsfield  Street/  Whelley  Order  containing  49  houses 
was  submitted. 

Isabella  Street/Linney  Street  Order  containing  238  houses  was  submitted. 
Scot  Lane/Partington  Street  Order  containing  20  houses  was  submitted. 
Greenough  Street/Turner  Street/Orchard  Street  Order  containing  222 
houses  was  submitted. 

Cambridge  Street/Hardybutts  Order  containing  56  houses  was  submitted. 

DEMOLITION  AND  REHOUSING 


Number  of  Persons 
houses  Rehoused 


Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  536  830 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  action 

under  Sections  16  &  17  of  Housing  Act  20  23 

Unfit  houses  closed  .  2  6 

Local  authority  owned  houses  demolished  13  — 


Families 

Rehoused 

340 

6 

2 


HOUSE  IMPROVEMENT 

Whilst  the  overall  figure  of  completions  in  the  field  of  Improvement 
Grants  again  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  there  was  a  marked 
slowing  down  in  the  number  of  applications  during  the  summer  months 
due  to  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  finally 
appeared  in  late  July. 

It  was  due  to  the  delay  of  the  long  awaited  statute  that  the  decision 
to  approve  applications  in  part  of  the  Scholes  Extended  Comprehensive 
Redevelopment  Area,  was  only  reached  in  October,  too  late  to  make  any 
impression  during  the  current  year.  The  decision  to  place  emphasis  on 


115 


Environmental  Improvement  has  still  to  be  made,  but  the  major  decision  to 
improve  substantially  well  built  houses  formerly  within  a  redevelopment 
area  shows  a  clear  understanding  of  the  need  to  re-appraise  the  then 
current  situation. 

It  is  considered  that  this  change  of  heart  to  carry  out  Improvements 
will  show  a  very  large  increase  in  the  overall  total  of  applications  during 
the  early  pan  of  1970. 

IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  the  Authority’s  designated 
Improvement  Areas  continued  to  flow  in  at  a  steady  stream,  mainly  from 
owner/occupiers. 

Landlords  were  loath  to  submit  applications  in  the  light  of  knowledge 
indicating  higher  maximum  grants  and  possible  financial  assistance  towards 
replacement  of  obsolete  fittings  and  certain  repairs.  An  analysis  of  appli¬ 
cations  received  disclosed  a  trend  towards  Discretionary  Grants  instead  of 
the  usual  Standard  Grants,  the  trend  of  former  years.  This  is  due,  no  doubt, 
to  the  increased  grant  provisions  of  the  latest  legislation. 


No.  in 

No.  below 
standard  on 
designation 

Number 

No. 

remaining 
to  be 

Improvement  Area 

area 

of  the  area 

Improved 

improved 

No.  1  (Swinley)  . 

No.  2  (Schoies)  . 

90 

86 

Completed 

83 

3 

No.  3  (Springfield)  ..... 

128 

81 

75 

6 

No.  4  (Springfield)  . 

211 

137 

78 

59 

No.  5  (Springfield)  . 

282 

222 

134 

88 

No.  6  (Gidlow)  . 

140 

114 

24 

90 

No.  7  (Gidlow)  . 

404 

292 

81 

211 

Totals 

1255 

932 

475 

457 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  more  interest  was  being  shown  from  the 
landlords  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  overall  benefits  contained  in  the 
new  statute  will  have  the  desired  effect. 

Compulsory  purchase  powers  have  not  yet  been  implemented  but  a 
small  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Improvement  Areas  have  been  purchased 
by  mutual  consent. 

No.  of  houses  No.  inspected  No. 

Corporation  Pre-war  dwellings  in  the  area  and  approved  Completed 

Spring  Gardens  .  59  59  58 

Ellis  Street/Eckersley  Street  25  25  25 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

128  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  during  the  year 
for  some  or  all  of  the  five  amenities.  194  Grant  Payments  were  made  to 
owners  of  houses  where  work  had  been  completed. 
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DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

Approximately  150  enquiries  were  made  to  the  Department  for  Dis¬ 
cretionary  Grant  and  all  were  investigated.  This  resulted  in  95  formal 
applications  being  made,  94  of  which  were  approved. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  including 
application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  Improve¬ 
ment  Contribution  totalled  231  with  completions  at  203. 


HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  erected  in  1969  : 

By  Local  Authority .  240 

By  Private  Enterprise  460 

Unfit  houses  made  fit : 

After  Formal  Action  under  Housing  Acts  .  2 

After  Informal  Action  under  Housing  Acts  .  14 

After  Formal  Action  under  Public  Health  Act  .  10 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : 

After  Formal  Action  under  Public  Health  Act  .  181 

Housing  Accommodation  as  at  31st  December,  1969  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  .  27,338 

Number  of  business  premises  with  living  accommodation 493 

Number  of  licensed  premises  with  living  accommodation  110 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  but  as  yet  the  management  of  such  accommodation  does  not 
present  the  Department  with  a  problem. 

Number  of  visits  .  73. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR 

The  owner  of  a  dwellinghouse  in  Poolstock  appealed  against  a 
Demolition  Order  made  by  the  Council. 

The  case  was  heard  in  the  County  Court  by  Judge  Stansfield  who 
after  listening  to  expert  witnesses  from  both  sides  dismissed  the  appeal 
with  costs  to  the  Corporation. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

During  the  year  4  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair.  In  one  case  the  landlord  gave  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  work  within  six  months,  and  in  a  further  case  it  was  decided 
not  to  issue  a  certificate.  Three  certificates  were  issued. 

No  application  for  the  revocation  of  certificates  was  received. 


Section  VIII 


Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food 


118 


EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 
CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

During  the  year  two  routine  samples  of  mains  water  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

The  results  of  these  examinations,  expressed  in  averages,  are  given 


below  : 

Parts  per  100,000 

Temporary  Hardness  .  8.8 

Permanent  Hardness  .  5.6 

Total  Hardness  .  14.4 

Alkalinity  .  8.8 

Combined  Chlorine .  2.65 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  .  0.00175 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  .  0.000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  .  0.000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27 °C  0.04 

PH  Value  7.25 


SAMPLING  OF  WATER 

During  the  year  58  routine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  domestic 
taps  and  certain  business  premises  for  bacteriological  reports.  All  but  one 
were  satisfactory  and  further  sampling  revealed  this  to  have  been  of  a 
minor  and  temporary  nature. 

Two  samples  of  untreated  water  were  taken  from  the  Leeds  and  Liver¬ 
pool  Canal  and  Arley  Brook  respectively  with  a  view  to  supplementing  the 
existing  water  supplies.  The  results,  which  were  of  a  most  detailed  nature, 
indicated  that  with  suitable  treatment  on  the  plant  at  Worthington  these 
supplies  could  be  used  if  necessary. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

At  the  present  time  only  one  small  pasteurising  plant  is  licensed  within 
the  Borough.  The  other  plants  were  closed  when  centralisation  of  milk 
processing  took  place.  Whilst  this  may  be  justified  on  efficiency  or  economy 
grounds  the  5.3%  failure  of  the  pasteurised  samples  sent  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  indicates  that  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  was  affected 
presumably  by  the  longer  distance  the  milk  had  to  travel.  A  similar  failure 
of  untreated  milk  samples  was  also  noted  particularly  that  milk  travelling 
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from  North  Lancashire.  In  every  case  the  failed  samples  were  notified  to 


the  appropriate  authority. 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies  .  4 

Number  of  visits  to  milkshops  .  6 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk  294 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  168 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  untreated  milk  4 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  46 

Number  of  dealer  (pasteuriser’s)  licenses  .  1 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  307 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  dairies  .  1 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

203  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  : 


Pasteurised  94  All  samples  passed  the  Phosphatase 

Test,  89  passed  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test. 

Untreated  23  17  samples  passed  the  Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Sterilised  78  In  all  cases  the  Turbidity  Test  was 

negative. 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  8  All  satisfactory. 


T.T.  INOCULATION  TEST 

One  sample  of  Untreated  Milk  was  submitted  to  determine  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus.  This  was  negative. 

BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 

Five  samples  were  taken  this  year  for  the  Ring  test  and  all  satisfied 
the  test.  Of  the  exceedingly  small  amount  of  untreated  milk  for  retail  which 
enters  the  Borough  it  was  ascertained  that  further  samples  were  being  taken 
at  source  in  the  adjoining  authorities. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

34  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  proved 
satisfactory.  Three  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  following  consumer 
complaints  of  foreign  bodies  which  were  respectively  : 

Loose  glass  slivers; 

Fruit  fly  pupae ; 

Mould,  strongly  adherent  to  the  glass  bottle. 

In  the  first  two  instances  successful  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
and  the  remaining  case  was  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  where  cleansing 
of  the  milk  bottles  was  carried  out. 
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LIQUID  EGG  (Pateurisation)  REGULATIONS,  1963 

There  is  no  Egg  Pasteurising  Plant  operating  within  the  Borough. 
12  samples  of  liquid  egg  were  taken  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  are  three  registered  manufacturers  operating  ice-cream  pasteur¬ 
ising  plants  located  within  the  Borough,  In  addition  ice  cream  manufactured 
by  nationally  known  firms  and  other  small  local  firms  is  also  on  sale..  Both 
manufacturing  premises  and  retail  outlets  are  inspected  regularly  through¬ 
out  the  year  in  order  that  the  Regulations  relating  to  hygienic  construction 
and  practises  and  the  pasteurising  requirements  are  complied  with.  Three 
such  visits  were  made  to  manufacturers,  and  43  to  the  retail  outlets. 
In  addition  116  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test.  This  test  is  not  a  statutory  test  but  one  which  indicates 
to  the  Inspector  good  hygienic  practices  during  ice-cream  manufacture. 
Five  tests  were  declared  void  due  to  a  breakdown  in  the  laboratory.  The 
results  of  the  samples  which  are  expressed  in  Grades  1  to  4  are  set  out  below : 


Grade  1  83 

Grade  2  16 

Grade  3  4 

Grade  4  8 


Fifteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  also  taken  for  chemical  analysis  to 
ensure  that  the  minimum  nutritional  standards  were  maintained  . 

RETAILERS 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  34  of  the  Wigan 
Corporation  Act,  1933,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  on  31st  December,  1969, 
was  387. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Type  of  Business  .  No. 

Purveyor  of  Meat  .  57 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  5 1 

Grocery  Shops  .  206 

Greengrocery  Shops  .  25 

Bakehouses  .  42 

Sugar  Confectionery,  etc .  51 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  31 
Other  Food  Premises  .  42 


No.  fitted 

No.  to 

No.  fitted 

to  Sect.  16 

which  Sect. 
19  Applies 

to  Sect.  19 

57 

57 

57 

51 

51 

51 

206 

206 

206 

25 

25 

25 

42 

42 

42 

51 

51 

51 

31 

31 

31 

42 

42 

42 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  defects  discovered  at  food  premises 
upon  inspection  : 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  .  32 

Insufficient  personal  washing  facilities  .  53 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  ceilings  .  51 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  walls  .  63 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  floors  .  16 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  working  surfaces  and  shelves  9 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  equipment  .  17 

Defective  floor  and/or  covering .  41 

Defective  walls  .  24 

Defective  ceilings  .  27 

Defective  working  surfaces .  20 

Defective  equipment  .  19 

No  first-aid  kit  .  4 

No  clothing  cupboard  or  locker .  4 

Insufficient  cover  for  food  .  16 

Insufficient  lighting  .  10 

“Wash  your  hands”  notice  not  displayed  2 

Inadequate  refuse  collection  and/or  storage  24 

Unsatisfactory  toilets  .  24 

Dirty  and  unsatisfactory  storage .  18 

Inadequate  ventilation  .  13 

Other  defects  .  17 


EDUCATION 

Insufficient  support  was  forthcoming  this  year  for  the  courses  on  food 
hygiene  at  the  local  Technical  College  and  these  had  to  be  cancelled.  It  is 
hoped  to  have  more  success  in  the  coming  year. 

Lectures  and  talks  were  again  given  to  schools  and  other  organisations 
and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  always  willing  to  attend  and  talk  at 
any  meeting  which  shows  an  interest  in  the  Department’s  work. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

Complaints  to  the  Department  about  food  increased  again,  52  being 
received  this  year  against  a  total  of  26  the  previous  year.  We  hope  this 
is  due  to  an  increased  awareness  of  the  Department’s  work  and  not  to  a 
falling  off  in  food  manufacturing  and  handling  techniques. 

Very  good  co-operation  was  again  received  by  the  Inspectors  both  on 
investigation  of  complaints  and  on  routine  inspection.  This  is  of  great 
assistance  in  the  work  carried  on  in  this  field.  The  majority  of  food  traders 
realise  the  importance  of  proper  construction  of  food  rooms  and  the  need 
to  provide  adequate  facilities  and  equipment  to  keep  the  premises,  staff 
and  food  clean  and  protected  from  contamination. 


MARKETS 

This  year  sawr  the  transfer  of  the  Wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Market  from  the  old  congested  premises  in  the  town  centre  to  the  newly 
completed  modern  market  on  the  outskirts  of  town.  The  effects  were  two¬ 
fold  in  that  there  was  relief  of  traffic  congestion  in  the  town  centre  and  the 
new  purpose-designed  premises  now  enables  this  branch  of  the  food  industry 
to  be  conducted  in  an  efficient  and  hygienic  manner. 

All  markets  are  inspected  regularly  and  conditions  are  generally 
satifactory. 


CLUBS  AND  LICENSED  PREMISES 

303  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  in  particular  some  visits  were 
made  outside  normal  office  hours,  and  two  warning  letters  were  sent  to 
bar  staff  found  smoking  whilst  working  behind  the  bar. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  that  the  Law  governing  food 
handlers  shall  be  enforced  in  these  premises  just  as  much  as  in  other  food 
premises,,  the  dangers  of  food  poisoning  being  ever  present  and  made  even 
more  possible  by  the  increased  numbers  of  licensed  premises  selling  food 
as  well  as  drink. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  eight  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  two  of  which 
are  bacon  factories,,  the  remainder  being  general  purpose  slaughterhouses. 
Much  of  the  meat  produced  is  exported  beyond  the  town’s  boundaries. 

The  application  received  towards  the  end  of  last  year  for  the  proposed 
extension  of  lairage  accommodation,  chill  rooms  and  garage  facilities  at 
one  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  was  refused  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  effect  of  the  proposals  would  have 
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in  the  main  increased  hygienic  standards  and  efficiency  and  in  this  light 
the  attitude  of  the  Ministry  appears  to  be  indefensible. 

The  incidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis  is  virtually  zero  and  it  was 
rather  surprising  when  a  case  of  this  disease  affecting  the  organs  and  carcase 
of  a  cow  was  detected.  The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  were  alerted  and  the  origin  of  the  herd 
from  which  the  cow  had  originated  was  traced  to  South  Wales.  The  whole 
of  this  herd  was  submitted  to  the  tuberculin  test,  reactors  being  sent  for 
slaughter.  This  is  surely  an  indication  that  there  can  be  no  lowering  of 
standards  of  meat  inspection  in  the  nation’s  slaughterhouses. 

As  the  local  authority  applies  the  full  scale  of  charges  for  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  they  received  an  income  of  £4,067  8s.  Od.,  a  3.2%  decrease  on  the 
previous  year. 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses .  3,519 

„  „  markets  .  66 

„  „  butcher’s  shops  .  81 

Number  of  certificates  issued  (condemned  food)  .  238 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED 


1966 

Cattle  exc.  Cows  .  9,198 

Cows  .  7,817 

Calves  .  248 

Pigs  .  32,279 

Sheep  .  67,327 


Totals  116,869 


Income  .  £5,029 


1967 

1968 

1969 

11,715 

9,900 

9,859 

6,810 

8,192 

8,470 

283 

145 

104 

25,404 

23,823 

21,392 

49,808 

41,636 

38,807 

94,020 

83,696 

78,632 

£4,524 

£4,201 

£4,067 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  in  the  Borough. 

Inspection  of  poultry  is  in  the  main  confined  to  poultry  offered  for  sale 
at  the  weekly  open  market.  However,  as  most  of  the  poultry  are  eviscerated 
before  being  brought  into  the  Borough,  the  organs  are  missing  or  incapable 
of  being  identified  with  a  specific  carcase.  Many  of  these  birds  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  culled  from  broiler  or  laying  flocks.  This  position  is  most 
unsatisfactory. 
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Carcases  Examined  During  the  Year  1969 


Cattle 

exc. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

Carcases  examined  .... 

9859 

8470 

104 

21392 

38807 

78632 

Carcases  totally 
condemned 

4 

10 

5 

41 

9 

69 

Percentage  totally 
condemned 

0.04 

0.12 

4.81 

0.19 

0.02 

0.09 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Horses 

Number  killed  . 

9859 

8470 

104 

21392 

38807 

— 

Number  inspected  . 

9859 

8470 

104 

21392 

38807 

- — 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

4 

10 

5 

41 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

2991 

4614 

2 

7469 

4922 

- — 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

30.4 

54.6 

6.7 

35.1 

12.7 

_____ 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

0.05 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

11 

19 

34 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . 

2 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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The  following  meat  and  offal  from  the  slaughterhouses  was  surrendered 
and  destroyed,  or  sold  for  manufacturing  purposes,  during  the  year  1969. 


Whole 
carcase 
and  all 
Offal 
Con¬ 
demned 

Part  of 
Carcase 
Con¬ 
demned 

Offal  Condemned 

Affected  with 

|  Heads 

Lungs 

Livers 

Hearts 

Stomachs 

Spleens 

Skirts 

! 

Kidneys 

Udders 

Mesen¬ 

teries 

Tuberculosis: 

Cattle  (exc.  Cows) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cows  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Calves  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs  . 

- — 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Affected  with 

Cysticercosis : 

Cattle  (exc.  Cows) 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cows  . 

— 

— 

8 

3 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Calves  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Affected  writh  other 
Diseases : 

Cattle  (exc.  Cows) 

4 

— 

11 

1155 

2836 

16 

69 

87 

17 

170 

— 

81 

Cows  . 

10 

— 

27 

2083 

4425 

29 

315 

72 

38 

569 

2028 

29 

Calves  . 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Pigs  . 

41 

— 

59 

7257 

1475 

514 

8 

6 

— 

30 

— 

— 

Sheep 

8 

— 

— 

948 

4793 

15 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

69 

— 

119 

11448 

13536 

624 

392 

166 

55 

775 

2028 

132 

SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED,  1969 


Meat  .  3,483  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  .  357 

Fish  .  364  lbs. 

Canned  Fish  .  37 

Fruit  .  3,685  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  .  730 

Vegetables  .  336  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  .  708 

Canned  Milk  .  38 

Canned  Soup  .  138 

Packages  of  other  food  5,198 

Other  canned  or  bottled  foods  .  1,763 

Fowl  180 

Rabbit  42  lbs. 

Sausage  21  lbs. 

Cheese  784  lbs. 

Lard  43  lbs. 

Ice  Cream  .  474blks 

Sweets  .  224  lbs. 


All  food  condemned,  other  than  meat,  is  destroyed  at  the  Frog  Lane 
Depot  of  the  Corporation  Cleansing  Department. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  —  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  226  samples  of  milk  and  various  other  foods  obtained 
under  the  above  Act  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1969 


Articles 

Total 

Number 

analysed 

Samples  regarded 
as  adulterated 
below  standard 
or  otherwise  not 
complying  with 
the  prescribed 
requirements 

Articles 

Total 

Number 

analysed 

Samples  regarded 
as  adulterated 
below  standard 
or  otherwise  not 
complying  with 
the  prescribed 
requirements 

Number 

0/ 

/o 

Number 

0/ 

/o 

Ale  . 

1 

Margarine  . 

5 

Apricots  . 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

— - 

Aspirin  . 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  paste . 

1 

— 

— 

Bacon  Grill . 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  (tinned) 

4 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

2 

— 

— 

Milk  . 

37 

3 

8 

Barm  Cakes  .... 

6 

— 

— 

Milk  (dried) 

1 

— - 

— 

Beef  (minced).... 

1 

- — - 

— 

Mincemeat 

3 

— 

— 

Beefburgers  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Mince  pie  . 

1 

— 

— 

Brandy  . 

1 

— 

— 

Mustard  . 

1 

— 

— 

Bread  . 

3 

— 

— 

Oil  (cooking) 

1 

— -  - 

— 

Butter . 

5 

_ 

_ 

Pate  . 

1 

— 

— 

Cake  decorat’ns 

1 

— 

— 

Peel  . 

2 

— 

— 

Cake  mix  . 

2 

— » 

— 

Pepper . 

1 

— 

— 

Cakes  . 

14 

_ 

_ 

Pickles  . 

1 

— 

_ 

Cheese 

5 

Pie  . 

7 

_ 

_____ 

Cherries  (c’ckt’l) 

1 

— 

— 

Potatoes  . 

1 

— 

— 

Cherries  (Glace) 

1 

— 

— 

Prunes  . 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken  breast 

1 

— 

— 

Pudding  . 

2 

— 

— 

Coffee . 

4 

— 

— 

Ruby  Wine 

1 

— 

— 

Cornflour  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

Rum  . . 

1 

_ 

_ 

Cough  mixture 

2 

— 

— 

Saccharine 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  . 

2 

. 

- 

Sauce  . 

2 

_ 

_ 

Curry  powder 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  . 

7 

1 

14 

Drinking  Choc. 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  roll  .... 

3 

— 

— 

Fish  paste  . 

3 

— 

— 

Sherry  . 

1 

— 

— 

Flour  . 

Fruit  salad 

1 

— 

— 

Soda  Water  .... 
Shrimps  . 

1 

1 

_ 

z 

(dried)  . 

1 

— 

— 

Soft  drink  . 

3 

— 

— 

Fruit  (tinned) 

7 

— 

— 

Soup  . 

1 

— 

— 

Gin  . 

1 

_ 

_ . 

Suet  . 

2 

_ 

_ 

Guinness . 

1 

_ 

_ 

Sultanas  . 

1 

Glycerine  . 

1 

— 

— 

Sundae  . 

1 

1 

100 

Hamburgers 
Herbs  . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Sweets  . 

Tablets 

5 

— 

— 

Herring  roes  .... 

1 

— 

— 

(Slimming) 

1 

— 

— 

Honey  . 

1 

— 

— 

Tart  . 

1 

1 

100 

Ice  Cream  . 

15 

_ 

_ 

Tea  . 

4 

_ 

_ _ 

..  ».  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  juice  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Jam . 

5 

— 

— 

Tomato  puree 

1 

— 

— 

Kruschen  salts 

1 

— 

— 

Tonic  Water  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Lard  . 

3 

— 

• — 

Vinegar  . 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  drink  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Wheat  germ 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  juice  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Whisky  . 

2 

1 

50 

Liquid  paraffin 

1 

— 

— 

Yogurt . 

2 

— 

— 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  samples 
is  given  on  Page  129. 

226 

7 

3.1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Anaylst,  Mr.  R.  Sinar,  for  the  following 
remarks  on  the  work  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  during  the 
12  months  ended  31st  December,  1969. 


Food  aiid  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Total  number  of  samples  analysed  225 

Number  of  samples  regarded  as  sub-standard  or  otherwise 

unsatisfactory  .  6 

Percentage  unsatisfactory  2.7  % 


The  total  number  of  samples  included  36  liquid  milks,  29  meat 
products,  15  samples  of  ice  cream,  14  confectionery  (cakes  and  biscuits), 
8  drugs,  6  buttered  barm  cakes,  5  butter,  5  margarine,  5  spirits,  5  con¬ 
fectionery  (sweets),  4  jam,  4  soft  drinks  and  89  miscellaneous  foods. 


The  sub-standard  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  samples  comprised  : 

(a)  STERILISED  MILK  (Complaint).  The  milk  contained  18  pupae 
and  empty  cases  of  the  fruit  fly,  Drosophila  repleta. 

(b)  PASTEURISED  MILK  (Complaint).  The  inside  of  the  milk  bottle 
contained  dark  stains  strongly  adherent  to  the  glass.  No  loose  material 
was  present  in  the  milk.  The  stains  consisted  of  the  mould  Aspergillus. 

(c)  PORK  SAUSAGE,  The  sausage  contained  sulphur  dioxide  preservative 
the  presence  of  which  was  not  declared. 

(d)  BLACKCURRANT  TART  (Complaint).  The  tart  contained  a  snail, 
measuring  approximately  f  "  in  diameter. 

(e)  DRAUGHT  WHISKY.  The  whisky  contained  1.7%  of  extraneous 
water. 

(f)  BLACKCURRANT  SUNDAES  (Complaint).  One  of  the  sundaes 
contained  foreign  matter.  The  foreign  matter  resembled  a  piece  of 
partly  consumed  chewing  gum. 


The  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  that  are  not  referred 
to  individually  above  were  satisfactory.  Articles  that  are  the  subject  of 
statutory  regulations  or  standards  of  composition  conformed  to  official 
requirements,  and  those  for  which  compositional  standards  have  not  been 
prescribed  were  of  satisfactory  commercial  quality.  No  infestation  of  foods, 
such  as  cereals  by  mites,  or  contamination  with  dirty  matter,  was  detected, 
and  no  instance  of  appreciable  metallic  contamination  of  canned  foods 
occurred. 
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COMPOSITION  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 

The  average  composition  of  milk  samples  analysed  during  1969  is 
given  below.  Adjacent  figures  in  brackets  represent  the  corresponding 
averages  for  1968. 


Number  of  samples 

36 

(32) 

Average  fat 

3.84% 

(3.72%) 

Average  solids-not-fat 

8.99% 

(8.93%) 

Average  water . 

87.17% 

(87.35%) 

A  sample  of  glass  was  examined  to  establish  its  origin  and  it  was 
compared  with  glass  from  a  similar  bottle.  The  two  specimens  had  identical 
physical  characteristics,  and  it  may  be  accepted  that  the  sample  glass  is  of 
the  same  kind  as  ordinary  bottle  glass. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

Four  samples  of  compound  fertiliser  and  two  samples  of  feeding  stuffs 
were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year.  One  of  the  samples  of  feeding 
stuff  (Growers  Mash  -  Poultry)  contained  1.8%  more  fibre  than  the 
amount  declared.  The  remaining  samples  conformed  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Fertilisers  &  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1968,  after  making  due 
allowance  for  the  permitted  limits  of  variation. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 

Two  samples  of  domestic  water  were  received  for  routine  analysis 
during  1969.  The  condition  of  the  samples  was  satisfactory,  except  for  an 
absence  of  any  available  chlorine  residue  at  the  sampling  point. 

Comprehensive  chemical  and  mineral  analyses  were  made  on  two 
samples  of  water  from  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  and  Arley  Brook, 
which  are  intended  for  ultimate  use  as  drinking  water  by  the  Makerfield 
Water  Board.  Both  samples  showed  evidence  of  pollution  with  sewage, 
which  may  vary  with  the  rainfall.  There  was,  however,  no  indication  from 
the  analyses  that  treatment  would  be  unduly  difficult. 


RONALD  SINAR, 


Public  Analyst. 
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SAMPLES  NOT  UP  TO  SATISFACTORY  STANDARDS 


Article 

No.  of  Sample 

Report 

Remarks 

Informal 

Formal 

Milk 

1 

Milk  containing  loose 
pieces  of  glass,  similar 
on  comparison  to  speci¬ 
men  milk  bottle. 

Fined  £15. 

Milk 

53 

Milk  containing  18  pupae 
and  empty  cases  of  the 
fruit  fly,  Drosophila  re- 
pleta.  Some  of  the  pupae 
were  attached  to  the  side 
of  the  bottle,  others  were 
loose  and  contaminating 
the  milk. 

Fined  £15  and 

£4/14/0  costs 

Milk 

54 

The  milk  bottle  contained 
dark  stains  strongly  ad¬ 
herent  to  the  glass.  The 
stains  consisted  of  mould, 
having  characteristics  of 
Aspergillus. 

As  it  was  the  bottle 
rather  than  the  milk 
which  was  contaminated 
the  matter  was  referred 
to  Liverpool  City  Health 
Department  for  their 
action. 

Pork 

Sausage 

103 

Pork  sausage  containing 
sulphur  dioxide  preserv¬ 
ative,  the  presence  of 
which  was  not  declared. 

The  sulphur  dioxide  was 
well  below  the  permitted 
limit. 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Blackcurrant 

Tart 

180 

Blackcurrant  tart  con¬ 
taining  a  snail. 

Fined  £25. 

Draught 

Whisky 

190 

Whisky  containing  1.7% 
of  extraneous  water. 

Legal  proceedings  were 
withdrawn  subject  to 
technical  defect  by  virtue 
of  Section  108  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

Blackcurrant 

Sundae 

226 

Blackcurrant  sundaes,  one 
of  which  contained  for¬ 
eign  matter. 

Fined  £25. 

Legal  action  was  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  two 
other  instances  : 

(i)  A  cafe  proprietor  pleaded  guilty  to  selling  chicken  barm  cake  contain¬ 
ing  a  piece  of  metal,  and  was  fined  £20. 

(ii)  A  grocer  pleaded  not  guilty  to  selling  a  mouldy  Steak  &  Kidney  Pie- 
warranty  defence  case  dismissed. 
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